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DISCLAIMER 
 
These minutes are yet to be dealt with by the Council. The Recommendations shown 

at the foot of each item have yet to be considered by the Council and are not to be 

interpreted as being the position of the Council. The minutes of the meeting held to 

discuss this agenda should be read to ascertain the decision of the Council.  

 

In certain circumstances members of the public are not entitled to inspect material, 

which in the opinion of the Chief Executive Officer is confidential, and relates to a 

meeting or a part of a meeting that is likely to be closed to members of the public.  

 

No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Northam for any 

act, omission, statement or intimation occurring during Council or Committee 

meetings.  

 

The Shire of Northam disclaims any liability for any loss whatsoever and howsoever 

caused arising out of reliance by any person or legal entity on any such act, omission 

or statement of intimation occurring during Council or Committee meetings.  

 

Any person or legal entity who acts or fails to act in reliance upon any statement, act 

or omission made in a Council or Committee meeting does so at that person’s or legal 

entity’s own risk.  

 

In particular and without derogating in any way from the broad disclaimer above, in 

any discussion regarding any planning application or application for a licence, any 

statement or intimation of approval made by any member or Officer of the Shire of 

Northam during the course of any meeting is not intended to be and is not taken as 

notice of approval from the Shire of Northam.  

 

The Shire of Northam advises that anyone who has any application lodged with the 

Shire of Northam must obtain and should only rely on WRITTEN CONFIRMATION of the 

outcome of the application and any conditions attaching to the decision made by 

the Shire of Northam in respect of the application.  

 

The Shire of Northam advises that any plans or documents contained within this 

agenda may be subject to copyright law provisions (Copyright Act 1968, as 

amended) and that the express permission of the copyright owner(s) should be sought 

prior to their reproduction. It should be noted that copyright owners are entitled to 

take legal action against any persons who infringe their copyright. A reproduction of 

material that is protected by copyright may represent a copyright infringement. 
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1. DECLARATION OF OPENING 

 

Councillor Terry Little declared the meeting open at 5:32pm. 

 

2. ATTENDANCE 

 

Voting Committee: 

 

Councillor – Shire of Northam   Terry Little 

Chief Bush Fire Control Officer   Mathew Macqueen 

Deputy Bush Fire Control Officer   Simon Peters 

Inkpen Brigade      Nic Dewar 

Bakers Hill Brigade     Steve Gray 

Grass Valley Brigade     Sam Moss 

Irishtown Brigade     Murray McGregor 

Jennapullin Brigade     Brett Smith 

Southern Brook Brigade    Paul Antonio 

Wundowie Volunteer Fire and Rescue Service Tyron McMahon 

Northam Volunteer Fire and Rescue Service Greg Montgomery 

 

 

Representatives and Staff: 

 

Chief Executive Officer Jason Whiteaker 

Executive Manager Development Services Chadd Hunt 

A/Community Emergency Service Manager Brendon Rutter 

A/Area Officer Upper Wheatbelt Daniel Hendriksen 

A/Executive Assistant to CEO Jodi White 

 

Gallery: 

Bakers Hill Bush Fire Brigade Kris Brown 

Grass Valley Bush Fire Brigade Chris Marris 

Public Matt Letch 

 Michael Letch 

 Rob Herzer 

  

 

2.1 APOLOGIES 

 

Councillor – Shire of Northam        Carl Della 

A/Area Officer Upper Wheatbelt       Daniel Hendriksen 

Department of Parks and Wildlife (Wheatbelt)      Graeme Keals 

Department of Parks and Wildlife (Perth Hills)       Michael Pasotti 

Clackline Muresk Brigade       Liam Connolly 

Southern Brook Brigade Paul Antonio 
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3. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 

 
Item Name Item No. Name Type of 

Interest 

Nature of Interest 

Honorarium’s for 

chief & deputy 

chief bush fire 

control officer 

5.3 Matthew McQueen Financial Item is about my 

position as a Bush Fire 

Control Officer 

Honorarium’s for 

chief & deputy 

chief bush fire 

control officer 

5.3 Simon Peters Financial Item is about my 

position as a Bush Fire 

Control Officer 

 

4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 

4.1 COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 20 AUGUST 2018 

 

RECOMMENDATION / COMMITTEE DECISION 

 

 

Minute No: BFAC.198 

 

Moved: Mr Sam Moss 

Seconded: Mr Tyron McMahon 

 

That the minutes of the Bush Fire Advisory meeting held 20 August 2018 

be confirmed as a true and correct record of that meeting. 

 

CARRIED 9/0     
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5. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

5.1 CHIEF BUSHFIRE CONTROL OFFICER (CBFCO) REPORT 

 

Address: N/A 

Owner: N/A 

File Reference: 5.1.3.1 

Reporting Officer: Mathew Macqueen  

CBFCO 

Responsible Officer: Chadd Hunt 

Executive Manager Development Services 

Voting Requirement Simple Majority 

 

BRIEF 

 

For the Committee to receive and note the report provided by the Chief 

Bushfire Control Officer. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 

Nil. 

 

 

BACKGROUND / DETAILS 

 

The CBFCO pre-season report for the 2018/19 bushfire season has been 

provided under the ‘Officer’s Comment’ of this report. 

 

CONSIDERATIONS 

 

Strategic Community / Corporate Business Plan 

Theme Area 3: Safety and Security 

Outcome 3.1: Shire of Northam residents are able to pursue the fullest life 

possible without fear of or hindrance from crime and disorder. 

 

Financial / Resource Implications 

Nil. 

 

Legislative Compliance 

Nil. 

 

Policy Implications 

Nil. 

 

Stake Holder Engagement / Consultation 

Nil. 
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Risk Implications 

Nil. 

 

OFFICER’S COMMENT – Mathew Macqueen 

 

 Discussed the upcoming fire season. Due to a wet winter fuel loading 

has gotten extremely high which will make it interesting for the upcoming 

fire season. 

 The Bureau of Meteorology has provided a warning about peculiar 

weather coming down the state from the North West with large amounts 

of lightning and little rain which will possibly affect the Eastern part of the 

Shire.  

 Can all Brigades please be aware of who is available for callouts if the 

need arises over the upcoming fire season. 

  

OFFICERS COMMENT – Simon Peters 

 

 Make sure Brigades are vigilant over this upcoming summer period. 

 Discussed the Wundowie incident on Great Eastern Highway and how 

the Brigades worked efficiently with the VFRS (Volunteer Fire Rescue 

Services) 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION/ COMMITTEE DECISION 

 

Minute No: BFAC.199 

 

Moved: Mr Sam Moss 

Seconded: Mr Nic Dewar 

 

That Council note the Chief Bushfire Control Officer Report as provided. 

 

CARRIED 9/0    

 

RECOMMENDATION/ COMMITTEE DECISION 

 

Minute No: BFAC.199 

 

Moved: Mr Tyron  McMahon 

Seconded: Mr Murray McGregor 

 

That Council note the Deputy Chief Bushfire Control Officer Report as 

provided. 

 

CARRIED 9/0    
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5.2 COMMUNITY EMERGENCY SERVICES MANAGER REPORT 

 

Address: N/A 

Owner: N/A 

File Reference: 5.1.3.1 

Reporting Officer: Brendon Rutter 

Community Emergency Services Manager 

Responsible Officer: Chadd Hunt 

Executive Manager Development Services 

Voting Requirement Simple Majority 

 

BRIEF 

 

For the Committee to receive and note the update provided by the 

Community Emergency Services Manager. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 

Attachment 1: Progress against Outstanding BFAC / Council decisions. 

Attachment 2: Northam Risk Assesment. 

 

 

BACKGROUND / DETAILS 

 

N/A. 

 

CONSIDERATIONS 

 

Strategic Community / Corporate Business Plan 

Theme Area 3: Safety and Security 

Outcome 3.1: Shire of Northam residents are able to pursue the fullest life 

possible without fear of or hindrance from crime and disorder. 

 

Financial / Resource Implications 

Nil. 

 

Legislative Compliance 

Nil. 

 

Policy Implications 

Nil. 

 

Stake Holder Engagement / Consultation 

Nil. 

 

Risk Implications 
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Nil. 

 

R2R- Over the past few months I have been working on the R2R for the Shire 

of Northam. The process has been completed and the document is 

attached. 

 

PPC- PPC for brigades that requested it has been ordered and is almost in 

stock. I’m just waiting for a few more items to arrive then I’ll be sorting the 

orders and getting them out to the brigades as a priority. 

 

Annual Servicing – The annual servicing has almost been completed, there is 

a few issues with minor damage being done to the appliances and not being 

reported. It is essential that all damage to the appliances, regardless of level 

of severity to be reported to myself, to enable recording as appropriate. This 

is the only way of identifying if there is an ongoing issue that is causing the 

damage to reoccur. 

 

New Sheds – Construction of the Grass Valley BFB shed has commenced and 

is well under way. The upgrade to the facility will provide a much needed 

training/social space for the brigade and will further enhance the suitability of 

the building being used as a forward control point in the event of a major 

incident. 

 

The Bakers Hill shed has started to progress again, and now that the proposed 

site has been vacated by the road works crews in the area, we can move 

into the next stage of the build and start with the site feature surveys and 

development application. 

Further details will be provided on the progress of this build. 

 

RECOMMENDATION/ COMMITTEE DECISION 

 

Minute No: BFAC.200 

 

Moved: Mr Nic Dewar 

Seconded: Mr Sam Moss 

 

That Council note the Community Emergency Services Manager Report as 

provided. 

CARRIED 9/0 
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Attachment 1 

 

By Officer & Status 

Date 
Motion 

No 

Item 

No 
Subject Motion 

Action 

By 
Comment 

Date 

Completed 
Status 

18-Jul-18 C.3415 11.1 BUSH FIRE ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD ON 3RD JULY 

2018 

That Council:  

1. Note the Community Emergency Services Manager Report as 

provided.  

2. Note the Risk Assessment for vehicle and structural fires.  

3. Endorse the construction of a new Bakers Hill Fire Shed on a 

portion of Reserve 3308 subject to approval being issued by the 

Department of Heritage, Planning and Lands and the additional 

funding being provided by the ESL to be referred back to Council 

for formal approval following the submission of a planning 

application and consultation with adjoining landowners and the 

Bakers Hill Progress Association.  

4. Appoint Mr Mathew Macqueen as the Chief Bushfire Control 

Officer and Mr Simon Peters as the Deputy Chief Bushfire Control 

Officer for the 2018/19 period.  

5. Accept the revised Fire Breaks & Fuel Load Notice for the 

2018/19 period subject to the following amendments:  

a. Section 1 – Building Protection Zone, item 15 being removed 

which relates to roof mounted evaporative air coolers being fitted 

with ember proof screens;  

b. Section 3 – Land with an area greater than 10,000m² (1 hectare), 

item 3(2) add ‘excluding cropped and/or stubble land’;  

c. Section 10 – Harvest, Movement of Vehicles and Hot Works Ban, 

Remove the proposed additions as highlighted in Attachment 1.  

d. Amending the Firebreak requirements to be consistent with the 

requirements detailed in 2017/18 Firebreak & Fuel Load Notice(with 

reference to having different requirements for lots less than 10 

hectares and a separate section for lots greater than 10 hectares) 

with the addition of remnant vegetation requiring a firebreak of 3 

metres within 10 metres of the property boundary.  

6. Request the Chief Executive Officer to investigate an annual fee 

CESM 8/11/2018 

1. No action 

required. 

2. No action 

required. 

3. In progress. 

4. No action 

required. 

5. Complete. 

6. To be presented 

to next BFAC 

meeting in 

November 2018. 

 
Open 
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By Officer & Status 

Date 
Motion 

No 

Item 

No 
Subject Motion 

Action 

By 
Comment 

Date 

Completed 
Status 

for the Chief and Deputy BFCO for the 2018/19 season and the 

findings be presented to the next Bush Fire Advisory Committee 

meeting. 
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Mr Mathew Macqueen and Mr Simon Peters declared a “Financial” interest in 

item 5.3 – Honorarium’s for Chief & Deputy Chief Bush Fire Control Officer as 

they are currently in the position as CBFCO and DCBFCO. 

 

Both the CBFCO and DBFCO left the chambers at 5.38pm. 

 

5.3 HONORARIUM’S FOR CHIEF & DEPUTY CHIEF BUSH FIRE CONTROL OFFICER 

 

Address: N/A 

Owner: N/A 

Applicant: N/A 

File Reference: 5.1.3.1 

Reporting Officer: Brendon Rutter 

A/Community Emergency Services Manager 

Responsible Officer: Chadd Hunt 

Executive Manager Development Services 

Officer Declaration of 

Interest: 

Chief Bushfire Control Officer – Mat Macqueen 

Deputy Chief Bushfire Control Officer – Simon Peters 

Voting Requirement: Simple Majority 

Press release to be 

issued: 

No 

 

BRIEF 

 

July Council meeting, council resolved that the CEO would investigate 

council’s options regarding an honorarium payment to the CBFCO and 

DCBFCO positions. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 

Nil. 

 

 

BACKGROUND / DETAILS 

 

At the June BFAC it was agreed by all members present that the provision of 

an annual Honorarium or Operational Efficiency payment would be 

appropriate for the Chief Bushfire Control Officer and potentially also the 

Deputy Chief Bushfire Control Officer 

 

CONSIDERATIONS 

 

Strategic Community / Corporate Business Plan 

Theme Area 3: Safety and Security 

Outcome 3.1: Shire of Northam residents are able to pursue the fullest life 

possible without fear of or hindrance from crime and disorder. 
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Financial / Resource Implications 

Unbudgeted expense, and is not eligible under the ESL, item to be included as 

a line item in the 2019/2020 draft budget. 

 

Legislative Compliance 

Nil. 

 

Policy Implications 

Nil. 

 

Stakeholder Engagement / Consultation 

Officers have discussed at length with the Chief & Deputy Bush fire Control 

Officers. Officers have liaised with other Local Government CESM’s during the 

research of this proposal about the effectiveness of the Honorarium payments. 

 

Risk Implications 

 Reputational –High  

o The risk of opposing honorariums to the CBFCO & DCBFCO positions 

places a negative financial impact on these volunteers and will 

create a reluctance in future years for suitably qualified members to 

nominate for the role. 

 Financial - Moderate 

o The honorariums are not eligible to be funded through the LGGS, so 

will result in a financial cost to council. 

 Compliance - Low  

o There is no legislative requirement to provide remuneration to these 

positions however would be considered a positive step in 

acknowledging the high workloads of these voluntary roles. 

 Legal – Low  

o Officers have assessed that there are no legal risk implications 

associated with this matter. 

 

OFFICER’S COMMENT 

 

Officers have reviewed the publicly available budgets of several local 

governments to investigate how many local governments pay honorariums to 

their CBFCO & DCBFCO and to use this information in forming a 

recommendation to council of a dollar amount for consideration. 

 

The officer has found the following information for annual 

allowances/honorariums at the following local government areas. 

 

 Shire of Serpentine/Jarrahdale- $10,000 for CBFCO only 

 Shire of Busselton- $1,500 for CBFCO & $1,000 for DCBFCO 

 Shire of Broome, - $1,500 for CBFCO Only 
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 Shire of York, - $1,200 for CBFCO only 

 Shire of Ravensthorpe- $4,333 for CBFCO only 

 Shire of Manjimup- $5,000 for CBFCO, $3,000 for DCBFCO 

 Augusta/Margaret River – Decided annually for CBFCO & DCBFCO 

 Shire of Collie, $1,000 for CBFCO only 

 

The Shire of Northam currently provides both the CBFCO and DCBFCO positions 

with a mobile phone, and a Fire Support Vehicle (Chief Vehicle).  

Some Shires also supply Fire Support Vehicles for their volunteer CBFCO & 

DCBFCO use at incidents during the fire season only. 

 

The Shire of Northam has had 2 relatively quiet seasons although the positions 

of Chief and Deputy BFCO’s are important roles that require a lot of sacrifice 

from the officers to attend to their expected duties. As such the officers incur 

significant out of pocket expenses due to attending multiple meetings at both 

brigade and district level each year including but not limited to BFAC, LEMC & 

DOAC meetings, additional to workshops, exercises, brigade trainings etc.  

 

It is the view of officers that additional to the support the Shire of Northam 

currently extends to these volunteer positions there should be a financial 

allowance or honorarium paid to these officers to ensure their out of pocket 

expenses are reduced for such events as much as practical. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

That Council: 

1. Include an annual honorarium of $2,500 payable to the CBFCO & $1,500 

to the DCBFCO in the 2019/20 Draft Annual Budget; 

2. Request the CBFCO and DCBFCO to provide a log book at the conclusion 

of each financial year to the Community Emergency Services Manager 

prior to payment of the honorarium; and 
 

 

 

COMMITTEE DECISION 

 

Minute No: BFAC.201 

 

Moved: Mr Sam Moss 

Seconded: Mr Murray McGregor 

 

That Council pay an annual honorarium of $2,500 to the volunteer CBFCO & 

$1,500 to the volunteer DCBFCO commencing in the 2018/19 Fire Season. 

 
CARRIED 7/0 
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Discussion was held in regard to the Honorariums for the volunteer CBFO and 

DCBFCO. The Acting Community Emergency Services Manager advised that 

an investigation was carried out in relation to these positions held within other 

Shires. It was noted that this Shire provides mobile phones to the CBFCO and 

DCBFCO whereas most other Shires do not. 

 

Clarification was sought in regard to the following items: 

 

 Will the Honorariums be strictly kept for volunteer positions only? Cr Terry 

Little advised that yes they would be kept only for volunteers in that 

position (as reflected in the recommendation). 

 Why do they need to keep a separate log book if the vehicles are 

owned by the Shire they would already have a current log book? It was 

agreed that the requirement for a log book needing to be provided 

would be removed. 

 

Both the CBFCO and DBFCO returned the chambers at 5.45 pm. 

 

Reason for Change to Officer Recommendation 

Not viewed as required in the context of the honorarium. Simply adding a 

layer of complexity which is not required  
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5.4 STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES 

 

Address: N/A 

Owner: N/A 

Applicant: N/A 

File Reference: 5.1.3.1 

Reporting Officer: Brendon Rutter 

A/Community Emergency Services Manager 

Responsible Officer: Chadd Hunt 

Executive Manager Development Services 

Officer Declaration of 

Interest: 

Nil 

Voting Requirement: Simple Majority 

Press release to be 

issued: 

No 

 

BRIEF 

 

Standard Operating procedures for the Shire of Northam Volunteer Bush Fire 

Brigades 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 

Attachment 1: SOP 16 – Harvest, Vehicle Movement & Hot works ban. 

Attachment 2: SOP 17 – Prohibition of Lighting a Fire. 

Attachment 3: SOP 18 – Permits to set fire to the bush. 

 

 

BACKGROUND / DETAILS 

 

In the interest of further development of the Shire of Northam Bush Fire Manual. 

Several SOP’s have been developed to ensure that consistency and efficiency 

are maintained to ensure an effective delivery of services to the residents 

within the Shire of Northam. 

 

CONSIDERATIONS 

 

Strategic Community / Corporate Business Plan 

Theme Area 3: Safety and Security 

Outcome 3.1: Shire of Northam residents are able to pursue the fullest life 

possible without fear of or hindrance from crime and disorder. 

 

Financial / Resource Implications 

Nil. 

 

Legislative Compliance 
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Bush Fires Act 1954. 

Bush Fires Regulations 1954. 

 

Policy Implications 

Shire of Northam Bush Fire Manual. 

 

Stakeholder Engagement / Consultation 

Chief & Deputy Chief Bush Fire Control Officers. 

 

Risk Implications 

 Reputational - High  

o By setting a minimum standard that should be achieved ensures that 

consistency is followed through all aspects of the service delivery, 

therefore reducing the potential for council to be exposed to 

negative feedback from the community. 

 Financial – Low  

o Officers believe there is no financial risk to council by adopting the 

SOP’s 

 Compliance - Low  

o There is no legislative requirement to develop Standard Operating 

Procedures however to ensure a consistent approach it is in the best 

interests of council to set a minimum standard. 

 Legal – Low  

o Officers have assessed that there are no legal risk implications 

associated with this matter. 

 

OFFICER’S COMMENT 

 

In accordance with the Shire of Northam Bush Fires Manual, Officers have 

developed some Standard Operating Procedures that documents a defined 

process that must be followed to ensure that a consistent approach is being 

followed to maintain an efficient and effective emergency service delivery to 

the residents within the Shire of Northam. 

 

SOP 16 has been developed in accordance to s27 of the bush Fires Act 1954. 

This document outlines the process and procedures that must be applied each 

time a HVMB is imposed within the Shire of Northam 

 

SOP 17 has been developed in accordance with s46 of the Bush fires Act of 

1954. This document outlines the process and procedures that must be 

followed each time a prohibition is imposed within the Shire of Northam. 

 

SOP 18 has been developed in accordance with s18 of the Bush Fires Act 1954. 

This document outlines the process and procedures that must be followed 

each time a permit to set fire to the bush is issued within the Shire of Northam. 
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RECOMMENDATION/ COMMITTEE DECISION 

 

Minute No: BFAC.202 

 

Moved: Mr Murray McGregor 

Seconded: Mr Tyron McMahon 

 

That Council endorse SOP16, SOP17 & SOP18, and acknowledge that these 

SOP’s will be included in the future Section 8 SOP’s of the Bush Fire Manual, 

subject to; 

 

1. dot point 2 of SOP16, being amended to remove reference to ‘a 

harvest ban shall be imposed’ and redrafted to reflect that the 

notification of the potential for a fire ban the following day is an 

advisory notice only and that a decision to impose a fire ban will be 

made on the day and necessary notification provided at that time. 

2. staff undertaking a final review of the SOP’s to ensure they align with 

the bushfire manual and make any necessary adjustments to cause 

this to occur if it is not the case. 

 

CARRIED9/0 
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Attachment 1 
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Attachment 2 
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Attachment 3 
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5.5 RISK TO RESOURCE ASSESSMENT (R2R) 

 

Address: N/A 

Owner: N/A 

Applicant: N/A 

File Reference: 5.1.3.1 

Reporting Officer: Brendon Rutter 

A/Community Emergency Services Manager 

Responsible Officer: Chadd Hunt 

Executive Manager Development Services 

Officer Declaration of 

Interest: 

Nil 

Voting Requirement: Simple Majority 

Press release to be 

issued: 

No 

 

BRIEF 

  

The R2R document comprises the following stages- 

 

Stage 1 - Bushfire Risk Identification 

Stage 2 - Local Government response criteria and key risk assessment 

Stage 3 - Risk reduction and control assessment and strategies 

Stage 4 - Identified Risk re-assessment after stage 3 mitigation strategies  

Stage 5 - Resource requirements  

  

This report seeks endorsement of Stage 1 and 2 of the document and 

agreement on how to proceed with the finalisation of Stages 3 to 5.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 

Attachment 1: Draft R2R Document. 

 

 

BACKGROUND / DETAILS 

 

In completing Stages 1 and 2 of the document each brigade has been 

involved throughout the process as much as practical by way of holding 

workshops to establish the specific local risks within each fire district. 

 

Each brigade has been assessed using the same risk based approach 

identifying brigade strengths by skillset, brigade incidents, and vehicle turnouts. 

This data was compiled together with data obtained from CENSUS to identify 

accurate population size, number of dwellings, land mas etc. 
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Officers have met with each brigade to workshop a set of generic risk 

statements as supplied by the State Emergency Management Committee, as 

well as additional specific risks associated with each district. 

 

The final result is an assessment of higher risk areas within each fire district within 

the Shire of Northam. 

 

In order to complete Stage 3 to 5 of the process it is proposed that a workshop 

be held with representatives from each Brigade (suggested 2 as per previous 

workshops) , where the proposed risk reduction and controls for the identified 

“at risk” assets and infrastructure(stage 3) will be completed. As this is being 

completed it is anticipated that the findings and recommendations for Stage 

5 will become clearer across the Shire. It is further suggested that in order to 

assist the workshop arrive at agreed recommendations that an independent 

facilitator be used to work with Brigade representatives. 

  

It is proposed that the Workshop will be held in December (date to be 

confirmed by BFAC members – currently suggested 18th December 2018) in 

Council Chambers. 

  

It is further proposed that the recommendations from the workshop for Stages 

3 to 5 of the R2R document will be presented at a special BFAC meeting again 

at a date agreed by BFAC (suggested January or early February 2019). There 

is a requirement to ensure that all Brigades have an opportunity to review the 

recommendations from the workshop prior to presented them to BFAC.  

 

At the workshop, a series of recommendations will be developed for BFAC and 

Council to consider, this will include the development of a strategic plan that 

will assist council in developing the Volunteer Bush Fire Service for the next 10 

years. 

 

This plan will assist officers when completing the annual LGGS applications on 

behalf of the Volunteer Bush Fire Brigades. 

 

 

CONSIDERATIONS 

 

Strategic Community / Corporate Business Plan 

Theme Area 5: Infrastructure & Service Delivery. 

Outcome 5.2: Environmental risks are proactively managed to minimise 

impact on residents. 

Objective: Continued bushfire management planning and mitigation 

works. 

 Support local bushfire brigades in bushfire management; 

and 
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 Support the bushfire brigades in the maintenance and 

acquiring of suitable plant and equipment. 

 

Financial / Resource Implications 

Dependent on the final recommendations. There will be potential financial 

implications, generally this would be funded through the ESL. 

 

Legislative Compliance 

Nil. 

 

Policy Implications 

Nil. 

 

Stakeholder Engagement / Consultation 

Multiple workshops with brigades throughout the process 

 

Risk Implications 

 Reputational –High  

o Should the Resource to Risk Assessment not be endorsed by the 

Council this would reflect poorly on its reputation as this has been 

requested by the Brigades for a period of time with an understanding 

that this will be implemented. 

 Financial - Low  

o There is no cost to implement the plan. All financial 

elements/outcomes from this document are eligible expenses under 

the Local Government Grants Scheme (LGGS) and Emergency 

Services Levy (ESL). 

 Compliance - Low  

o There is no legislative requirement to adopt a Resource to Risk 

Assessment however is considered best practice as this could affect 

future LGGS funding. 

 Legal – Low  

o Officers have assessed that there are no legal risk implications 

associated with this matter. 

 

OFFICER’S COMMENT 

 

The R2R assessment phase of the process is now complete and ready to move 

into the next phase of developing strategies with the assistance of the brigades 

in ensuring that the currently available resources and future resourcing are 

being used effectively and efficiently with a strong focus on delivering a 

professional, dependable and effective emergency service to the community.  

 

By completing the R2R process, officers have been able to identify any gaps 

that exist in our emergency service coverage, which will then be used to 



Bush Fire Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 

27 November 2018 

Page | 25 

develop a strategic plan that will provide a blueprint for future growth of both 

the service itself and the community we protect. 

 

As indicated previously the dates in the body of the report are suggestions and 

BFAC has the opportunity to modify if they do not believe there is sufficient time 

for Brigades to consider any aspect of the process. 

 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

 

Minute No: BFAC.203 

 

Moved: Mr Murray McGregor 

Seconded: Mr Nic Dewar 

 

That BFAC endorses the current Risk to Resources process and that all Brigades abide 

by the outcomes of the Risk to Resources process and the final decision made by the 

Shire of Northam. 

CARRIED 9/0 

  

RECOMMENDATION 

 

That Council endorse the Risk to Resource Document (stages 1 and 2) as 

attached. 

  

 

COMMITTEE DECISION 

 

Minute No: BFAC.204 

 

Moved: Mr Murray McGregor 

Seconded: Mr Sam Moss 

 

That Council notes the Risk to Resource Document (stages 1 and 2) as 

attached and refers it to a Bush Fire Advisory working group for further 

development. 

CARRIED 9/0  

 

Reason for Change to Officer Recommendation 

Committee formed a view that some of the detail in the document needed 

further scrutiny prior to it being endorsed. 
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6. MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN 

 

MOTION 

 

Moved: MR Sam Moss 

Seconded: Mr Brett Smith 

 

Grass Valley Bush Fire Brigade requests that BFAC and Council endorse that 

if the current Risk to Resource Review is not completed and implemented 

prior to the onset on the 2018/19 fire season, that Grass Valley BFB is 

transferred a second appliance from another brigade from within the Shire of 

Northam to be stationed in Grass Valley until the Risk to Resource is 

completed and implemented. 

LOST 2/7 

 

A debate was held in relation to the Grass Valley Bush Fire Brigade requesting 

a second firefighting unit be made available for them to use. They stated that 

they can man the unit and believe that the unit would be utilised often due to 

the large territory of town that needs to be covered in case of a fire. They also 

believe that this will reduce the workloads of other brigades having to assist in 

any fires in their areas. 

 

Clarification was sought in relation to the following items: 

 Why is Irishtown Bush Fire Brigade being the target for the unit to be 

relocated from? The representative for Grass Valley Bush Fire Brigade 

advised that they were not targeting Irishtown it was only used as an 

example as Irishtown had less callouts than Grass Valley but had 3 units 

to man the fires compared to Grass Valley only having 1 unit. 

 The Chief Executive Office clarified that as the notice of motion is 

currently written, it would be up to Council to determine what unit was 

reassigned. 

 

 

Background: 

As previously established in prior Risk to Resource reviews and elsewhere, Grass 

Valley BFB urgently require a second appliance. Reasons include: Large size 

and variance of territory, multiple town sites and industrial park, lack of other 

fire resources in the eastern half of the Shire of Northam, etc. It is understood 

that there are currently underutilised fire appliances within the Shire which DFES 

can reallocate outside the Shire. As such, Grass Valley request the transfer of a 

unit from a brigade that has multiple units, one of which is underutilised, to 

Grass Valley, such as a Irishtown Light Tanker. 

  

The Grass Valley BFB will continue to support other Brigade districts through the 

turning out to incidents in other areas, and believe that a second appliance 
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will further enhance our ability to do this while not leaving the eastern side of 

the Shire exposed. 

 

Officers Comment: 

Whilst it is acknowledged that the Grass Valley BFB has been campaigning for 

a second appliance, officers recommend that as the R2R is almost at the 

completed stage it would be premature to reallocate an appliance now.  

 

7. URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY PERSON PRESIDING OR BY DECISION 

 

A discussion was held in relation to the use of the Brigades hand held radio 

transmitters and if there was a need to do a radio check, roll call and weather 

update every morning. 

 

8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 

January/February 2019, date to be confirmed. 

 

9. DECLARATION OF CLOSURE 

 

There being no further business the Presiding Member, Terry Little declared the 

meeting closed at 6:45pm. 

 

“I certify that the Minutes of the Bush Fire Advisory Committee meeting held 

on Tuesday, 27 November 2018 have been confirmed as a true and correct 

record.”  

 

       _______________________________ Presiding Member 

 

_________________________ Date 
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