
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shire of Northam 

 

Minutes 

Local Emergency Management 

Committee 

21 March 2019 

 

 
 

 



Local Emergency Management Committee Meeting Minutes 

21 March 2019 

Page | 2 

DISCLAIMER 
 
These minutes are yet to be dealt with by the Council. The Recommendations shown 

at the foot of each item have yet to be considered by the Council and are not to be 

interpreted as being the position of the Council. The minutes of the meeting held to 

discuss this agenda should be read to ascertain the decision of the Council.  

 

In certain circumstances members of the public are not entitled to inspect material, 

which in the opinion of the Chief Executive Officer is confidential, and relates to a 

meeting or a part of a meeting that is likely to be closed to members of the public.  

 

No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Northam for any 

act, omission, statement or intimation occurring during Council or Committee 

meetings.  

 

The Shire of Northam disclaims any liability for any loss whatsoever and howsoever 

caused arising out of reliance by any person or legal entity on any such act, omission 

or statement of intimation occurring during Council or Committee meetings.  

 

Any person or legal entity who acts or fails to act in reliance upon any statement, act 

or omission made in a Council or Committee meeting does so at that person’s or legal 

entity’s own risk.  

 

In particular and without derogating in any way from the broad disclaimer above, in 

any discussion regarding any planning application or application for a licence, any 

statement or intimation of approval made by any member or Officer of the Shire of 

Northam during the course of any meeting is not intended to be and is not taken as 

notice of approval from the Shire of Northam.  

 

The Shire of Northam advises that anyone who has any application lodged with the 

Shire of Northam must obtain and should only rely on WRITTEN CONFIRMATION of the 

outcome of the application and any conditions attaching to the decision made by 

the Shire of Northam in respect of the application.  

 

The Shire of Northam advises that any plans or documents contained within this 

agenda may be subject to copyright law provisions (Copyright Act 1968, as 

amended) and that the express permission of the copyright owner(s) should be 

sought prior to their reproduction. It should be noted that copyright owners are 

entitled to take legal action against any persons who infringe their copyright. A 

reproduction of material that is protected by copyright may represent a copyright 

infringement. 
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1. DECLARATION OF OPENING 

 

The Presiding Member, Cr C R Antonio declared the meeting open at 3:00pm. 

 

2. ATTENDANCE 

 

Voting Members: 

Shire of Northam President     Chris Antonio 

Shire of Northam Local Recovery Coordinator /  

Executive Manager Development Services   Chadd Hunt 

Community Emergency Services Manager  

(Executive Officer)       Brendon Rutter 

WA Police, Northam (Local Emergency Coordinator) David Hornsby 

WA Police, Wundowie (Local Emergency Coordinator) Jamie Cresswell 

Northam Regional Hospital     Jennifer Lee at 3:06pm 

 

Non-voting Members: 

SEMC Secretariat       Yvette Grigg 

Australian Defence Force     Damian Powell 

Department Primary Industry & Regional Development Josh Smith 

Department of Communities – Housing   Ken Parker 

Juniper Aged Care      Tony Carter 

St John Ambulance      Andy Wright 

         Neil Robinson 

WA Police        Paul Anton 

Main Roads WA Wheatbelt     Gren Putland 

 

2.1 APOLOGIES 

 

Voting Members 

Department of Fire and Emergency Service   Michael Lovell 

 

Non-Voting Members 

Councillor        Steven Pollard 

Department of Education     Alison Ramm 

Western Power       Brian Smith 

Water Corporation      Derek Host 

         Larry Baily 

Northam Airport       Matt Bignell 

Wheatbelt Region Education Department   Shannon Wasmann 

Australian Border Force      Sharan Brown 

         Michael Bakes 
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3. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 

 

Nil. 

 

4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 

4.1 COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 20 SEPTEMBER 2018 

 

RECOMMENDATION / COMMITTEE DECISION 

 

Minute No: LEMC.43 

 

Moved: Mr Chadd Hunt 

Seconded: Mr Jamie Cresswell 

 

That the minutes of the Local Emergency Management Committee meeting 

held 20 September 2018 be confirmed as a true and correct record of that 

meeting. 

 

CARRIED 5/0 
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5. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Ms Jennifer Lee entered the meeting at 3:06pm. 

 

5.1 AGENCY REPORTS AND ISG ACTIVATIONS 

 

For the committee to receive reports from agencies and discuss any issues on 

any emergencies that occurred since the previous meeting held on 20 

September 2018. 

 

Agencies listed may include: Shire of Northam Bush Fire Brigades, Northam SES, 

Northam Police, Wundowie Police, DFES, and Northam Hospital. 

 

The District Emergency Services Officer Report has been provided as 

Attachment 1. The Wheatbelt District Advisor Report has been provided as 

Attachment 2. 

 

Reports were provided as follows: 

 

Brendon Rutter, Shire of Northam Summary 

 Current bush fire season has been relatively quiet. 

 There have been a number of significant incidents outside of our district 

and region which our volunteers have provided support, this includes the 

Goldfields and York. 

 

David Hornsby, WA Police Summary 

 Introduced himself advising he has been in the role six (6) weeks. 

 Outlined that there had been a number of fatal incidents since he has 

been in the role. 

 

Jamie Cresswell, WA Police Summary 

 Advised that there has been no major traffic or emergency incidents 

year to date. 

 Discussed the CCTV and its progress towards being implemented. 

 

Jennifer Lee, Northam Hospital Summary 

 Advised that there had been no major emergencies. 

 Alarms have been activated a number of times due to the building 

works underway. 

 Outlined that they are in the new emergency department. 

 Completion date is at least, end of the year. 

 

Yvette Grigg, SEMC 

 Provided an overview of Attachment 1 and 2 outlining their intent and 

purpose advising that this provides support to the local government for 

disaster recovery. It was outlined that the controlling agency is 
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responsible for completing the forms contained which covers all details 

for a major event, the controlling agency will vary depending on the 

event. If applicable, expertise will called upon to complete this. It was 

advised that the forms were trialled at Esperance two weeks ago and 

positive feedback was received.  

 An overview was provided for a document which provides information 

for the Local Area Coordinator. This has been provided at Attachment 3. 
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Attachment 1 
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Attachment 2 
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Attachment 3 
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5.2 UPDATES / ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION FROM MEMBERS 

 

Ken Parker, Department of Communities – Housing Summary 

 Business as usual. 

 

Jennifer Lee, Northam Hospital Summary 

 Advised they are opening their new emergency department and now 

have more beds. 

 Now have decontamination showers which adds to their equipment for 

dealing with disasters. 

 The main entrance will be closed so they will be losing some car 

parking. 

 Advised that the hospital can still handle an emergency and its 

capacity has improved. 

 

Tony Carter, Juniper Summary 

 Advised they have put a bid on the old Victoria Oval site which is 

currently out for public comment. If purchased this will allow for them to 

provider a larger and more consolidated service. 

 

Yvette Grigg, SEMC Secretariat 

 Introduced herself to the committee. 

 

Josh Smith, DPIRD Summary 

 Advised that they have been working in the area of animal welfare up 

north. 

 There are no current diseases which are relevant to this district. 

 

Gren Putland, MRWA Summary 

 Advised they cover 42 Shires and is difficult to attend every LEMC 

however if advanced notice is provided they can provide a delegate 

to attend. It was requested that if information is required from MRWA 

this be advised prior to the meeting. 

 

Chadd Hunt, Shire of Northam Summary 

 Outlined that the Shire is working through the risk to resource 

assessment for the district. This will involve potentially reallocated 

existing resources and/or acquiring more resources. A more detailed 

update can be provided at the next meeting. 

 

Neil Robinson and Andy Wright, St John Ambulance Summary 

 Advised they have recently undertaken the Ambulance Control 

Course. 

 Outlined they have a lot of resources to be called on in an event 

including an emergency support vehicle which is equipped for 20 

casualties. 
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Jamie Cresswell, WA Police (Wundowie) Summary 

 Advised that there is $250,000 funding which was secured through the 

Community Safety Committee. Next steps include the IT Officers from 

Northam looking at the locations for these. 

 It was advised that CCTV is a useful tool, along with covert cameras. 

 

David Hornby, WA Police (Northam) Summary 

 Outlined they also have CCTV and covert cameras in use. 

 

5.3 CORRESPONDENCE  

 

IN:   

 

1. Nil. 

 

OUT: 

 

1. Minutes from the Local Emergency Management Committee meeting 

held on 20 September 2018. 

 

6. MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN 

 

Nil. 

 

7. URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY PERSON PRESIDING OR BY DECISION 

 

Nil. 

 

8. SCHEDULED MEETINGS 

 

Meeting schedule 2019: 

16th May 2019 – St John Ambulance, Regional Office 

15th August 2019 – Northam Hospital TBC 

14th November 2018 – LEMC Exercise, Northam Recreational Centre 
  




	1. DECLARATION OF OPENING
	2. ATTENDANCE
	2.1 APOLOGIES

	3. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS
	4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
	4.1 COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 20 SEPTEMBER 2018

	5. COMMITTEE REPORTS
	5.1 AGENCY REPORTS AND ISG ACTIVATIONS
	5.2 UPDATES / ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION FROM MEMBERS
	5.3 CORRESPONDENCE

	6. MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN
	7. URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY PERSON PRESIDING OR BY DECISION
	8. SCHEDULED MEETINGS
	9. DECLARATION OF CLOSURE



