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Minutes of the Shire of Northam Bush Fire Advisory Committee meeting held in 

the Council Chambers on Tuesday, 7 July 2015 at 5:30pm. 
 

DISCLAIMER 
 
No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Northam for any act, 
omission or statement or intimation occurring during Council/Committee meetings or 
during formal/informal conversations with staff.  The Shire of Northam disclaims any 
liability for any loss whatsoever and howsoever caused arising out of reliance by any 
person or legal entity on any such act, omission or statement or intimation occurring during 
Council/Committee meetings or discussions.  Any person or legal entity who acts or fails 
to act in reliance upon any statement does so at that person’s or legal entity’s own risk. 
 
In particular and without derogating in any way from the broad disclaimer above, in any 
discussion regarding any planning application or application for a licence, any statement 
or limitation of approval made by a member or officer of the Shire of Northam during the 
course of any meeting is not intended to be and is not taken as notice or approval from 
the Shire of Northam.  The Shire of Northam warns that anyone who has an application 
lodged with the Shire of Northam must obtain and only should rely on 
WRITTEN CONFIRMATION of the outcome of the application, and any conditions 
attaching to the decision made by the Shire of Northam in respect of the application. 
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1. OPENING AND WELCOME 

The Chairperson, Ulo Rumjantsev declared the meeting open at 5:40pm and advised that 
in order to proceed with the meeting, a new chairperson was required to be elected. 
 

COMMITTEE DECISION 
 
Moved:       Gary Sheperdson 
Seconded: Ulo Rumjanstev 
 
That Chadd Hunt be elected as Chairperson of the Bush Fire advisory Committee 
 

CARRIED 7/0 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

Nil. 

3. ATTENDANCE 

 Bakers Hill Brigade      Ulo Rumjantsev 
 Clackline/Muresk Brigade     Blair Wilding   
 Grass Valley Brigade/ Chief Bush Fire Control Officer Garry Shepherdson 
 Inkpen Brigade      Sim Kuiper  
 Irishtown Brigade      David Russell  
 Jennapullin Brigade      Aaron Smith  
 Southern Brook Brigade     Paul Antonio (from 5:50pm) 
 Wundowie Volunteer Fire and Rescue Service  Shane Murphy  
 Northam Volunteer Fire and Rescue Service  Greg Montgomery 
 Shire of Northam       Cr Ulo Rumjanstev 
         Cr Terry Little (from 6:00pm) 
           

 
 EXECUTIVE OFFICERS (NON-VOTING RIGHTS) 
    
 Deputy Chief Bush Fire Control Officer (East)  Rob Herzer 
 Deputy Chief Bush Fire Control Officer (West)  Mat Macqueen 
 Shire Executive Manager Development Services   Chadd Hunt 
 Shire Community Emergency Services Manager  John Hansen 

4. APOLOGIES 

DPaW - Michael Pasotti 
WFRS - Trevor Sangston 
DFES  - Sven Anderson  
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5. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

RECOMMENDATION / COMMITTEE DECISION 
 
That the minutes of the meeting held Tuesday, 16 September 2014 be confirmed 
as a true and correct record of that meeting.  
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6. AGENDA ITEMS 

6.1 ELECTIONS 

Name of Applicant: Internal Staff Report 

File Ref: 5.1.3.1 

Officer: John Hansen 

Officer Interest: Nil 

Policy: BFAC Terms of Reference / Bush Fire Act 1954 

Voting: Simple Majority 

Date: July 2015 

 
PURPOSE 
 
To elect a Chair and DCBFCO (West) and Local Government Officers so required under 
the BFAC Terms of Reference and the Bush Fire Act 1954. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The BFAC Terms of Reference states the following with respect to the appointment of the 
Chairperson: 
 
1.5.1  At the Annual General Meeting of the Committee in each year, the members 
of the committee shall elect one of their members to be chairperson. 
 
The BFAC Terms of Reference states the following with respect to the appointment of the 
CBFCO and DCBFCO. 
 
1.5.2  Election of the local government officers at the Annual General Meeting 
 
  Chief Bush Fire Control Officer and Deputy Chief Bush Fire Control Officer 
 
STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 
 
S 1.5 Shire of Northam – BFAC Terms of Reference 
 
CONFORMITY WITH THE STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PLAN 
 
OBJECTIVE :  Provide services and processes to enhance public safety 
 
STRATEGY C2.1: Provide community services to uphold public safety standards 
STRATEGY C2.2: Support provision of emergency services  
STRATEGY C2.3: Provide, monitor and improve adequate Bush Fire Protection 

provisions. 
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BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
 
Minor any required advertising costs associated with advertising is prescribed within the 
budget. 
 
OFFICER’S COMMENT 
 
BFAC is required to appoint one of its own members as the chairperson. The BFAC Terms 
of Reference also stipulate the terms of office for both the CBFCO and the DCBFCO. 
 
1.6   A person holding the position of Chief Bush Fire Control Officer and Deputy 

Chief Bush Fire Control Officer may seek re-election bi-annually for a period 
of two (2) terms making a total of 4 years in the position. 
If there are no suitable nominees, then the incumbents are welcome to 
nominate for another one year term. 
After a 2 year break from the position a person may seek re-election. 

 
MOTION / COMMITTEE DECISION 
Minute No: BFAC.102 
 
Moved:       David Russell 
Seconded: Sim Kuiper 
 

1. Appoint Mr Mat Macqueen be to the position for Deputy Bushfire Control 
Officer (West), unopposed.  

CARRIED 7/0
 
Mr Paul Antonio entered the Council Chambers at 5.50pm. 

Cr Terry Little entered the Council Chambers at 6.00pm.  
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6.2 APPOINTMENT OF FIRE CONTROL OFFICERS 

Name of Applicant: Internal Staff Report 

File Ref: 5.1.3.1 

Officer: John Hansen 

Officer Interest: Nil 

Policy: VBFB Administration Procedures Manual / Bush 
Fire Act 1954 

Voting: Simple Majority 

Date: July 2015 

 
PURPOSE 
 
For the committee to recommend to Council the appointment of Fire Control Officers 
(FCO) for the following 12 month period. In making this recommendation the committee 
is also requested to consider adopting a minimum criteria for persons to be appointed as 
a FCO. 
 
It is also proposed that the Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade Administration Procedure Manual 
to be updated to include minimum standards of training required to be appointed as a 
FCO. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The subject of preferred minimum training/experience and qualifications has been 
discussed over several years. Most agree some standard minimum is required and now 
that DFES has planned training pathways and standardised training courses 
occompanied with an accurate electronic record keeping system, we are confident this 
committee can now stipulate the training courses and practical experience that they wish 
to endorse as the preferred minimum requirements for our FCO’s. 
 
STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 
 
Council are Responsible for the appointment of Fire Control Officers in accordance 
Section 38 of the Bush Fires Act 195 - 
 
S38. Local government may appoint bush fire control officer 
 
 (1) A local government may from time to time appoint such persons as it thinks 

necessary to be its bush fire control officers under and for the purposes of this 
Act, and of those officers shall subject to section 38A (2) appoint 2 as the Chief 
Bush Fire Control Officer and the Deputy Chief Bush Fire Control Officer who 
shall be first and second in seniority of those officers, and subject thereto may 
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determine the respective seniority of the other bush fire control officers appointed 
by it. 

 
CONFORMITY WITH THE STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PLAN 
 
OBJECTIVE:  Provide services and processes to enhance public safety. 
 
STRATEGY C2.1: Provide community services to uphold public safety standards. 
STRATEGY C2.2: Support provision of emergency services.  
STRATEGY C2.3: Provide, monitor and improve adequate Bush Fire Protection 

provisions. 
 
BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
 
Minor advertising cost associated with the appointment of the positions. 
 
OFFICER’S COMMENT 
 
It is important that BFAC come to a majority agreement on what “preferred minimum 
standard” of training and actual firefighting experience it feels is required by all FCO’s prior 
to BFAC recommending them for appointment by Council. Bearing in mind the powers 
under the Bush Fires Act 1954 that this appointment confers on a person and if that person 
is shown not to be competent to correctly and appropriately be capable of enforcing these 
laws, Council and BFAC could be seen to have failed in their duty of care. The “Fire 
Control Officers Handbook” March 2014 is available for reference. Additionally for 
members information I highlight the dates of upcoming training courses:- 
 
Sat 25th & Sun 26th July Sector Commander in Northam (requires AIIMS Awareness) 
Thursday 10th Sept FCO Refresher in York 
Sat 12th Sept Intro Firefighting in Toodyay 
Sat 12th & Sun 13th Sept FCO in Northam 
Sat 19th & Sun 20th Sept Sector Commander in Northam (requires AIIMS Awareness) 
 
If there is sufficient interest an additional Crew Leader/Advance Firefighter course (2 days) 
and a Structural Awareness course (2 hours) can be arranged between now and October 
2015. 
 
Finally once the above is agreed upon BFAC then needs to vet and nominate the 
submissions from each brigade for the position of Fire Control Officer for the 2015 / 2016 
fire season. 
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MOTION / COMMITTEE DECISION 
Minute No: BFAC.103 
 
Moved:       Garry Shepherdson 
Seconded: David Russell 
 
Endorse that the Bushfire Advisory Committee (BFAC); 

1. Establish a working group to review the Volunteer Bushfire Brigade 
procedures manual including the following members Garry Shepherdson, 
David Russell, Ulo Rumjanstev; and that the working group be requested 
to report back to the next BFAC meeting. 

 
CARRIED 9/0

 
 
MOTION / COMMITTEE DECISION 
Minute No: BFAC.104 
 
Moved:       Garry Shepherdson 
Seconded: Sim Kuiper 

 
1. Request the working party review and recommend updates to the VBFB 

Administration Procedures Manual prior to the next BFAC meeting. 
 

CARRIED 9/0
 
 
MOTION / COMMITTEE DECISION 
Minute No: BFAC.105 
 
Moved:       David Russell 
Seconded: Aaron Smith  

 
1. Endorse that the minimum standard to be appointed a FCO include the 

recommendation to complete the following DFES training modules prior to 1st 
November 2015 and become a requirement in order to qualify to the position 
of Bushfire Control Officer for the 2016 and future fire seasons.  

 
             Introduction to Fire Fighting 
             Bush Fire Firefighting 
             Structural Awareness 
             Crew Leader/Advanced Firefighter and/or Sector Commander 
             FCO course or a refresher within the last 5 years 

CARRIED 9/0
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MOTION / COMMITTEE DECISION 
Minute No: BFAC.106 
 
Moved:   Blair Wilding 
Second: Garry Shepherdson 

1. Endorse the following appointments for the positions of Fire Control Officers 
subject to compliance with previous recommendations. 

 
BRIGADE FCO 

BAKERS HILL GORDON ASHMAN Weather Officer ONLY 

BAKERS HILL ULO RUMJANTSEV 

BAKERS HILL STEVE GRAY 

BAKERS HILL SIMON PETERS 

    

CLACKLINE MURESK MATHEW MACQUEEN / DCBFCO 

CLACKLINE MURESK SUE BROOKER 

CLACKLINE MURESK BLAIR WILDING 

CLACKLINE MURESK MATTHEW LETCH 
CLACKLINE MURESK NICK TIGHE 
CLACKLINE MURESK RAY RUSSELL  

  

GRASS VALLEY PHIL GENTLE WEATHER OFFICER +FCO 

GRASS VALLEY ALF BROWN 

GRASS VALLEY RICHARD MARRIS 

GRASS VALLEY PAUL REYNOLDS 

GRASS VALLEY GARRY SHEPHERDSON / CBFCO 

    
IRISHTOWN DON FRENCH 

IRISHTOWN ROSS MACKENZIE 

IRISHTOWN DAVID RUSSELL 

IRISHTOWN ROBERT HERZER / DCBFCO 

    

INKPEN SIM KUIPER WEATHER OFFICER +FCO 

INKPEN SOREN NEILSON 
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INKPEN CLIVE OWEN 

    

JENNAPULLIN AARON SMITH 

JENNAPULLIN TREVOR SMITH 

JENNAPULLIN BRETT SMITH 

JENNAPULLIN LYNTON SMITH WEATHER OFFICER 
ONLY 

    
SOUTHERN BROOK PAUL ANTONIO 

    

CESM JOHN HANSEN 

CARRIED 9/0
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6.3 OUT OF POCKET EXPENSES 

Name of Applicant: Internal Staff Report 

File Ref: 5.1.3.1 

Officer: John Hansen 

Officer Interest: Nil 

Policy: Nil 

Voting: Simple Majority 

Date: July 2015 

 
PURPOSE 
 
To consider recommending to Council that all legitimate and accountable out of pocket 
expenses incurred by the CBFCO and the DCBFCO’s be reimbursed once per annum. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Over the past several years temporary ad hoc approaches to this issue have been tried. 
This proposal aims to lock down an ongoing system that is realistic, accountable and fair 
to all concerned. Examples of how other Shires compensate their senior volunteers / Fire 
Control Officers include:- 
 

 Toodyay provide mobile phones for both CBFCO and DCBFCO, they also have 
use of the “Fire Support Vehicle”. Toodyay  is also considering a range of other 
items of assistance. 

 Chittering (their CBFCO is their CESM) the DCBFCO have a phone, laptop and 
any vehicle costs are reimbursed). 

 Mundaring (their CBFCO is their CESM) In the winter season they employ two part 
time DBFCO and in summer this is increased to three. 

 
STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 
 
 
CONFORMITY WITH THE STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PLAN 
 
OBJECTIVE:  Provide services and processes to enhance public safety. 
 
STRATEGY C2.1: Provide community services to uphold public safety standards. 
STRATEGY C2.2: Support provision of emergency services.  
STRATEGY C2.3: Provide, monitor and improve adequate Bush Fire Protection 

provisions. 
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BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
 
Should the recommendation be adopted, Council will need to allocate a budget of up to 
$6300. Although in reality as an example in the 2014/2015 period only 2 phone allowances 
were claimed (total $1000.00) and one claim for $1547.00 submitted and is pending this 
motion. 
 
OFFICER’S COMMENT 
 
The duties and volunteer hours required to perform the duties of the Chief Bushfire Control 
Officer and the two deputies is such that some form of reimbursement is justified. In the 
past there has been attempts to provide some contribution for use of personal mobile 
phones however this has never been formalised in any policy or procedure. The 
reimbursable costs are proposed to include the use of personal mobile phones and 
personal vehicles used for attended incidents. 
 
Attached is a detailed claim received from the DCBFCO West, Mat Macqueen which 
demonstrates clearly recorded vehicle use and the appropriate refund calculated using 
the Australian Tax Office (ATO) recommended figures.  
 
MOTION / COMMITTEE DECISION 
 
Minute No: BFAC.107 
 
Moved:       Paul Antonio 
Seconded: Blair Wilding 
 
That the Bushfire Advisory Committee; 
 

1. Supports the concept of reimbursing ‘out of pocket’ expenses incurred by 
Chief and Deputy Bushfire Control Officers. 

 

2. Requests that the Community Emergency Services Manager (CESM) 
develop a draft policy for presentation at the next Bushfire Advisory 
Committee Meeting utilising the following parameters; 

a. The requirement to keep detailed records and provide these in 
submitting a claim 

b. Expenses will be payable only on the provision of receipts and only 
for costs incurred in execution of their respective roles as Chief and 
Deputy Chief Bushfire Control Officers 

c. A mobile phone allowance be provided for $500 
 

3. Request council approves the payment of $1547.70 to DCBFCO 
 

CARRIED: 9/0
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6.4 PROPOSED 2015 / 2016 FIRE BREAK ORDER 

Name of Applicant: Internal Staff Report 

File Ref: 5.1.3.1 

Officer: John Hansen 

Officer Interest: Nil 

Policy: Nil 

Voting: Simple Majority 

Date: July 2015 

 
PURPOSE 
 
To consider recommending to Council the attached Fire Break Order with amendments, 
for the 2015-16 fire season. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
As with previous years, all Brigades have been provided the opportunity for input into the 
development of the Shire of Northam Fire Break Order. 
 
In an effort to align the Shire of Northam firebreak order with best industry practice the 
proposed firebreak order has been amended to align with the guidelines as set out in 
“Planning for Bushfire Protection”. Additionally the following information regarding other 
Shires within close proximity, illustrates firebreak sizes and supports this proposed 
amendment. 
 
Toodyay    3m wide x 3m Vertical 
Mundaring    3m wide x 4m Vertical 
Chittering    3m wide x 4m Vertical 
City of Swan    3m wide x 4m Vertical 
Shire of Kalamunda  3m wide x 4m Vertical 
 
STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 
 
Council are Responsible for the development and enforcement of Firebreak requirements 
in accordance with Section 33 of the Bush Fires Act 1954 - 
 
33. Local government may require occupier of land to plough or clear fire-break 

(1)  Subject to subsection (2) a local government at any time, and from time to time, 
may, and if so required by the Minister shall, as a measure for preventing the 
outbreak of a bush fire, or for preventing the spread or extension of a bush fire 
which may occur, give notice in writing to an owner or occupier of land situate 
within the district of the local government or shall give notice to all owners or 
occupiers of land in its district by publishing a notice in the Government Gazette 
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and in a newspaper circulating in the area requiring him or them as the case 
may be within a time specified in the notice to do or to commence to do at a 
time so specified all or any of the following things - 

(a) to plough, cultivate, scarify, burn or otherwise clear upon the land 
fire-breaks in such manner, at such places, of such dimensions, and to 
such number, and whether in parallel or otherwise, as the local 
government may and is hereby empowered to determine and as are 
specified in the notice, and thereafter to maintain the fire-breaks clear of 
inflammable matter; 

(b) to act as and when specified in the notice with respect to anything which 
is upon the land, and which in the opinion of the local government or its 
duly authorised officer, is or is likely to be conducive to the outbreak of a 
bush fire or the spread or extension of a bush fire, and the notice may 
require the owner or occupier to do so 

 (c) as a separate operation, or in co-ordination with any other person, 
carrying out a similar operation on adjoining or neighbouring land; and  

  (d) in any event, to the satisfaction of either the local government or its duly 
authorised officer, according to which of them is specified in the notice  

 
CONFORMITY WITH THE STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PLAN 
 
OBJECTIVE:  Provide services and processes to enhance public safety. 
 
STRATEGY C2.1: Provide community services to uphold public safety standards. 
STRATEGY C2.2: Support provision of emergency services.  
STRATEGY C2.3: Provide, monitor and improve adequate Bush Fire Protection 

provisions. 
 
BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
 
Cost associated with the advertising of the Shire of Northam firebreak order are included 
in Council’s annual operating budget. 
 
OFFICER’S COMMENT 
 
As with previous years the BFAC is provided with an opportunity to provide feedback on 
the proposed firebreak order. 
 
Attached is a copy of the 2014 / 2015 firebreak order, which requires to be amended to 
align with the “Planning for Bushfire Protection” document and to synchronise with the 
majority of local shires. Specifically the amendments to the firebreak are included as 
below; 

 Firebreak widths are amended to 3 metres in width; 
 Firebreak overhead clearance of 4 metres,  
 Building protection zone increased to 20 metres (previously 15 metres) 
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Whilst the vertical clearance is not included in the firebreak section of Planning for Bushfire 
Protection, it is included with “fire service access routes”. 
 
It is recognised that brigades utilise firebreaks in many areas as access for appliances 
and an overhead clearance of the current firebreaks is needed to ensure that appliance 
damage is minimised and fire-fighter safety is enhanced. 
 
As with previous recent recommendations regarding the adoption of the firebreak order, 
staff recommend that it be approved with the modifications highlighted above. 
 
 
MOTION 
 
Moved:  Aaron Smith 
Seconded:  David Russell 
 
That Council retain the current firebreak requirements. 

LOST 4/5
 
 
MOTION 
 
Moved:  Sim Kuiper 
Seconded:  Aaron Smith 
 
That the Council adopt the 2015/16 firebreak order to reflect the previous year’s 
firebreak order with the following minor amendments; 
 

 Firebreak widths are to remain at 2 metres in width; 
 Firebreak overhead clearance of 3 metres,  
 Building protection zone increased to 20 metres (previously 15 metres)

 
LOST 4/5
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MOTION / COMMITTEE DECISION 
 
Minute No:  BFAC.108 
 
Moved:  Paul Antonio 
Seconded:  Aaron Smith 
 
That Council, adopt the 2015/16 firebreak order to reflect the previous year’s 
firebreak order with the following minor amendments which will only apply to 
properties under 5 hectares;  
 

 Firebreak widths are amended to 3 metres in width; 
 Firebreak overhead clearance of 4 metres,  
 Building protection zone increased to 20 metres (previously 15 metres) 

CARRIED 9/0
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6.5 PROPOSED REVIEW OF BFAC TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 

Name of Applicant: Internal Staff Report 

File Ref: 5.1.3.1 

Officer: John Hansen 

Officer Interest: Nil 

Policy: BFAC Terms of Reference 

Voting: Simple Majority 

Date: July 2015 

 
PURPOSE 
 
To present council with an updated version of the BFAC “Terms of Reference” which were 
last updated and accepted by council on 21st September 2011. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The current document has some typos and clarity is required when a person is placed in 
the position of filling multiple roles on the committee, especially if that person is also a 
councillor appointed as council representative. A general review of this document and the 
associated voting rights to bring it onto line with current expectations. 
 
STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 
 
N/A. 
 
CONFORMITY WITH THE STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PLAN 
 
OBJECTIVE:  Provide services and processes to enhance public safety. 
 
STRATEGY C2.1: Provide community services to uphold public safety standards. 
STRATEGY C2.2: Support provision of emergency services.  
STRATEGY C2.3: Provide, monitor and improve adequate Bush Fire Protection 

provisions. 
 
BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
 
N/A. 
 
OFFICER’S COMMENT 
 
A copy of the current document is attached as Appendix 3. As indicated above it is staff’s 
opinion that the terms need to be reviewed and it is recommended that the working party 
to be established from the BFAC representatives to further refine the guidelines. 
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RECOMMENDATION/COMMITTEE DECISION 
 
Minute No: BFAC.109 
 
Moved:       Garry Shepherdson 
Seconded: Aaron Smith 
 
Endorse that the Bushfire Advisory Committee (BFAC) establish a working party 
consisting of the following members, David Russell, Gary Shepherdson, Mat 
Macqueen and Blair Wilding to review the terms of reference and make 
recommendations for the consideration at the next scheduled BFAC meeting. 
 

CARRIED 8/0
 
Cr Ulo Rumjantsev departed the Council Chambers at 7:11pm and re-entered at 7:14pm. 
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7. REPORTS OF DELEGATES/EXECUTIVE OFICERS 

Community Emergency Services Manager – John Hansen 
 

 The Inkpen Fire Shed, received DFES approval today. Council has been asked to 
consider funding ($30,000) to complete the associated earthworks. 

 Approval was also received from DFES to add an additional bay & amenities to the 
existing Clackline shed. 

 Depot Staff have now completed a basic introduction to fire fighting course. 
 Enquiries have been made re the possible use of the criminal code to enforce 

verge/out of control burns outside of the restricted season, and we are now awaiting 
feedback from the DFES legal department. 

 Stand pipe update, Dempsters paddock, all others have a BIC fitting. 
 Budget permitting we will have an independent fire hazard assessment of all shire 

controlled land prior to the start of the fire season with an associated mitigation 
plan following the identification of the risks. 

 Council has been asked to consider funding to complete the driveway crossover to 
the Bakers Hill fire shed. 

 David Grossage from the Association of VBFB was unable to attend but will be 
making some recommendations to assist us with recruitment and retention of our 
volunteers. 

 
CBFCO – Garry Shepherdson  
 

 To start I will give a report on Grass Valley. 
 The Grass Valley 3.4 is in readiness for the new season barring its’ annual service. 
 There has been no in house training carried out this year, which is something that 

has to change. 
 As far as I am aware all personnel have up to date PPE. 
 If you are not aware Grass Valley is supposedly on the books for a new 4.4 but 

time will tell. 
 We had 121 fires this year which included out of district fires e.g. Bullsbrook and 

Boddington. 
 We had very good turnouts at all fires with a special thanks to those people that 

tuned out to Boddington. 
 On another topic, I feel that is time for the Shire of Northam to take a more active 

role in the bush fire fighting season. What I recommend, is that Northam Shire 
should supply a vehicle for the CBFCO to attend fires like that provided at Toodyay, 
Mundaring and Wanneroo, to name a few. 

 What I suggest is that the current CESM’s vehicle be retained, complete with lights, 
siren and radios and made available to the CBFCO to attend fires. My attendance 
last season was just under 8000 km. 

 Thank you all from the Chief. 
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Bakers Hill VBFB – Ulo Rumjantsev 
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8. GENERAL BUSINESS 

MOTION / COMMITTEE DECISION 
Minute No: BFAC.110  
 
Moved:       David Russell 
Seconded: Aaron Smith 
 
1.    That it be recommended that Council provide a vehicle to the CBFCO for the 
future fire season. 
2.    That Council consider that the vehicle provided be the current CESM vehicle. 

CARRIED 8/1 
 

MOTION / COMMITTEE DECISION 
 
 
Minute No: BFAC.111 
 
Moved:       David Russell 
Seconded: Blair Wilding 
 
That Council review its policy on removing overhead standpipes including 
consultation with affected landowners 

CARRIED 8/1 
 
BFAC that standpipes be retained with overhead tank access is an issue for farmers to fill 
up safely and efficiently and consequently restricting the number of vehicles available to 
fight fires. Most fire units have top-fill, many don’t have bottom fill capability. Need to check 
on previous BFAC resolution decision on standpipes. 

9. DATE OF NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 

TBA. 

10. DECLARATION OF CLOSURE 

There being no further business, the Chairperson, Chadd Hunt declared the meeting 
closed at 7:46pm. 

“I certify that the Minutes of the Bushfire Advisory Committee meeting held on Tuesday 
7 July 2015 have been confirmed as a true and correct record.” 
 

_________________________________ Chairperson 
 

_________________________ Date 
 


