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NOTICE PAPER 

Special  Council Meeting  

2 November 2016  

President and Councillors  

I inform you that a Special Council meeting will be held in the Council 

Chambers, located at 395 Fitzgerald Street, Northam on 2 November 2016 at 

6:30pm.  

 

Yours faithfully  

 

Jason Whiteaker  

Chief Executive Officer  
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DISCLAIMER 

 
This agenda has yet to be dealt with by the Council. The Recommendations shown at 

the foot of each item have yet to be considered by the Council and are not to be 

interpreted as being the position of the Council. The minutes of the meeting held to 

discuss this agenda should be read to ascertain the decision of the Council.  

 

In certain circumstances members of the public are not entitled to inspect material, 

which in the opinion of the Chief Executive Officer is confidential, and relates to a 

meeting or a p art of a meeting that is likely to be closed to members of the public.  

 

No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Northam for any 

act, omission, statement or intimation occurring during Council or Committee 

meetings.  

 

The Shire of Northam disclaims any liability for any loss whatsoever and howsoever 

caused arising out of reliance by any person or legal entity on any such act, omission 

or statement of intimation occurring during Council or Committee meetings.  

 

Any person or legal  entity who acts or fails to act in reliance upon any statement, act 

or omission made in a Council or Committee meeting does so at that personõs or legal 

entityõs own risk.  

In particular and without derogating in any way from the broad disclaimer above, i n 

any discussion regarding any planning application or application for a licence, any 

statement or intimation of approval made by any member or Officer of the Shire of 

Northam during the course of any meeting is not intended to be and is not taken as 

notic e of approval from the Shire of Northam.  

 

The Shire of Northam advises that anyone who has any application lodged with the 

Shire of Northam must obtain and should only rely on WRITTEN CONFIRMATION of the 

outcome of the application and any conditions attac hing to the decision made by 

the Shire of Northam in respect of the application.  

 

The Shire of Northam advises that any plans or documents contained within this 

agenda may be subject to copyright law provisions ( Copyright Act 1968 , as 

amended) and that th e express permission of the copyright owner(s) should be sought 

prior to their reproduction. It should be noted that copyright owners are entitled to 

take legal action against any persons who infringe their copyright. A reproduction of 

material that is pro tected by copyright may represent a copyright infringement.  
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1. DECLARATION OF OPENING 

 

2. ATTENDANCE 

 

Council:  

Shire President  S B Pollard 

Deputy Shire President  T M Little  

Councillors  D G Beresford  

 J E Williams  

 J Proud  

 R W Tinetti 

 C L Davidson  

 U Rumjantsev  

 C R Antonio  

 D A Hughes  

 

Staff: 

Chief Executive Officer  J B Whiteaker  

Executive Manager Engineering Services  C D Kleynhans  

Executive Manager D evelopment Services  C B Hunt  

Executive Manager Community Services  R Rayson 

Executive Manager Corporate Services  C Young  

 

2.1 APOLOGIES 

 

 

2.2 APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

 

 

3. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 

 
Item Name  Item 

No.  

Name  Type of 

Interest  

Nature of Interest  
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4. PUBLIC QUESTION/STATEMENT TIME 

 

4.1 PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

 

 

4.2 PUBLIC STATEMENTS 

 

 

5. RECEIVING OF PETITIONS, PRESENTATIONS AND DEPUTATIONS 

 

5.1 PETITIONS 

Nil. 

 

5.2 PRESENTATIONS 

Nil. 

 

5.3 DEPUTATIONS 

Nil. 

 

6. APPLICATION FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Nil. 

 

7. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Nil. 

 

8. ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD FOR THE CONVENIENCE OF THOSE IN THE PUBLIC 

GALLERY 
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9. REPORTS OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

 

9.1 Bushfire Advisory Committee ð 25 October 2016  

 

Receipt of Minutes : 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

That Council receive the minutes  from the Bushfire Advisory Committee  

Meeting held on 25 October 2016 . 

 

Adoption of Recommendations:  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

That Council endorse, as elected by the members of the Bushfire Advisory 

Committee , Cr Terry Little as the Presiding Member for the Bushfire 

Advisory Committee.  

 

RECOMMENDATION  

 

That the minutes of the Bush Fire Advisory  meeting held 31st May 2016 be 

confirmed as a true and correct record of that meeting subject to 

confirmation that the attachment within  Item 6.2 - BFAC Terms of 

Reference should state that the  Chief Bushfire Control Officer and Deputy 

Chief Bushfire Control are  Non -Voting  members (as contained within the 

printed Agenda for the meeting).  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

That it be recommended to Council that it;  

 

1. Revokes BFAC Decision BFAC.136, Point 2, which reads;  

Modify the requirements to be a fully operational Active FCO 

to have undertaken the following DFES training modules in 

addition to having a minimum 3 years Fire Fighting 

Experience within the  last 5 years ð 

i. Introduction to Fire Fighting  

ii. Bush Fire Firefighting  

iii. Structural Awareness  

iv. Crew Leader/Advanced Firefighter and/or Sector 

Commander FCO course or a refresher within the last 10 

years  
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RECOMMENDATION 

  

BFAC recommends to Council that:  

 

¶ Bush fire fighters who have completed the DFES FCO training course 

or a refresher FCO training course in the last 10 years are eligible 

for appointment as an FCO in the Shire of Northam provided they 

can also demonstrate 3 years of frontline firefighting e xperience in 

the last 5 years;  

¶ This requirement is to apply to the FCO list as recommended to 

Council on 15 June 2016;  

¶ The Chief Bush Fire Control Officer, Garry Sheperdson, is to be 

reinstated for the 2016/17 bush fire season;  

¶ The Shire makes provision for the Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) 

in the assessment of firefighting competencies for all fire fighters;  

¶ This resolution supersedes all past resolutions relating to minimum 

training standards for FCOõs; and 

¶ BFAC is to review the minimum training standards for all fire fighters 

annually.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

BFAC recommends to Council that:  

 

¶ BFAC members are given at least 5 working days after the minutes 

of a BFAC meeting are circulated to comment or raise issues 

associated with the wording of the minutes, before the BFAC 

minutes are included in a Council agenda; and  

 

¶ Each draft document considered by BFAC is amended in 

accordance with BFAC resolutions and the amended version is 

circulated to BFAC members for at least 5 working days for 

comment before it is included in the Council agenda.   
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RECOMMENDATION 

 

BFAC recommends to Council that:  

 

Å The Shire undertakes an immediate risk assessment by a 

competent person(s) into the readiness of BFBõs to respond to 

struc ture and  car fires in the Shire.  

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

BFAC recommends to Council that:  

 

Å Prior to the risk assessment has been undertaken and risk control 

measures have been implemented, that a Standard Operating 

Procedure is developed in consultation with DFES to reduce the risk 

of injury to BFB personnel operating at structure and car fires.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

That it be recommended to Council that it;  

 

1. Appoints Tyron McMahon as a Fire Control Officer for the 2016/17 

Season subject to the individual complying with the ad opted 

minimum training and experience standards:  

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

That it be recommended to Council that it;  

 

Requests the FES Commissioner and/or the Minister for Emergency 

Services to modify the restricted and prohibited burring periods for the 

Shire of Northam to:  

¶ Restricted 1 st October to 30 th November  

¶ Prohibited 1 st December to the 28 th February the following calendar 

year  

¶ Restricted 1 st March to the 30 th April   
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