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SHIRE OF NORTHAM 
 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held in the Council Chambers on 
WEDNESDAY, 19 February 2014 at 5:30 pm 

 
DISCLAIMER 

 
No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Northam for any act, 
omission or statement or intimation occurring during Council/Committee meetings or 
during formal/informal conversations with staff.  The Shire of Northam disclaims any 
liability for any loss whatsoever and howsoever caused arising out of reliance by any 
person or legal entity on any such act, omission or statement or intimation occurring during 
Council/Committee meetings or discussions.  Any person or legal entity who acts or fails 
to act in reliance upon any statement does so at that person’s or legal entity’s own risk. 
 
In particular and without derogating in any way from the broad disclaimer above, in any 
discussion regarding any planning application or application for a licence, any statement 
or limitation of approval made by a member or officer of the Shire of Northam during the 
course of any meeting is not intended to be and is not taken as notice or approval from 
the Shire of Northam.  The Shire of Northam warns that anyone who has an application 
lodged with the Shire of Northam must obtain and only should rely on 
WRITTEN CONFIRMATION of the outcome of the application, and any conditions 
attaching to the decision made by the Shire of Northam in respect of the application. 
 
 

1. OPENING AND WELCOME 

The Shire would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the sad loss of previous Shire 
President David Antonio.  
 
Shire President, Cr S B Pollard declared the meeting open at 5.33pm. 
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2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

Parts of Division 6 Subdivision 1 of the Local Government Act 1995 requires Council members and 
employees to disclose any direct or indirect financial interest or general interest in any matter listed 
in this agenda. 
 
The Act also requires the nature of the interest to be disclosed in writing before the meeting or 
immediately before the matter being discussed. 
 
NB   A Council member who makes a disclosure must not preside or participate in, or be present 
during, any discussion or decision making procedure relating to the disclosed matter unless the 
procedures set out in Sections 5.68 or 5.69 of the Act have been complied with. 

 
Cr S B Pollard declared a “Financial” interest in item 13.4.1- Wheatbelt Aged Support and 
Care Solutions Project Report- He is a board member of WDC and he receives sitting fees 
from that organisation.  

3. ATTENDANCE 

 COUNCIL 
 

President Cr S B Pollard 
Councillors K D Saunders 
 R M Head 
 U Rumjantsev 
 R W Tinetti 
 A W Llewellyn 
 D A Hughes 
 D G Beresford 
 J E Williams 
 
Chief Executive Officer J B Whiteaker 
Executive Manager Engineering Services C D Kleynhans 
Executive Manager Community Services J McGready 
Executive Manager Development Services P B Steven  
Executive Manager Corporate Services D R Gobbart 
Project Manager Community Infrastructure C B Hunt 

 
 GALLERY 
 
 1 Member of the public. 

4. APOLOGIES 

Councillor T M Little  
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5. LEAVE OF ABSENCE PREVIOUSLY APPROVED 

6. APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Cr D A Hughes has applied for a leave of absence between the following dates: 
14 March 2014 to 28 March 2014 and 13 April 2014 to 22 April 2014 
 
RECOMMENDATION/ COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute no C.2147 
 
Moved: Cr A Llewellyn 
Seconded: Cr R Head 
 
That Cr D A Hughes be granted leave of absence between the following dates: 
14 March 2014 to 28 March 2014 and 13 April 2014 to 22 April 2014 
 

CARRIED 9/0 

7. RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 

 Nil 

8. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 Nil 

9. PUBLIC STATEMENT TIME 

 Nil 

10. PETITIONS/DEPUTATIONS/PRESENTATIONS 

 Nil 
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11. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

11.1 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

RECOMMENDATION/COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute no C.2148 
 
Moved: Cr D Hughes 
Seconded: Cr K Saunders 
 
That the minutes of the meeting held Wednesday, 15 January 2014 be confirmed as 
a true and correct record of that meeting. 
 

CARRIED 9/0 
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12. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING OFFICER WITHOUT DISCUSSION 

12.1 PRESIDENTS REPORT –WEDNESDAY 19th February, 2014 

 
Visitations and Consultations 
14/1/14 Department of Regional Development networking meeting in York 
15/1/14 Annual Electors meeting 
21/1/14 Media re: Detention Centre escape #4 
22/1/14 Media re: Detention Centre escape #4 
23/1/14 Media re Detention Centre escape #4 
26/1/14 Australia Day in Bernard Park and Southern Brook 
28/1/14 ABC 7:30 Report re: Detention Centre security 
29/1/14 Detention Centre CRG meeting 
30/1/14 Attend Department of Immigration Stakeholders function in Perth 
30/1/14 Welcome Rural Medical School students to Muresk Cr Little deputy 
31/1/14 Attend past Shire President David Antonio’s funeral 
3/2/14 Attend AROC meeting in Toodyay with CEO Jason 
3/2/14 Meet with Darren West MLC Labor member for Agricultural Region 
3/2/14 Meet with representative of Northam Theatre Group re: compliance 
8/2/14 Twilight movie in Bakers Hill 
12/2/14 Radiowest fortnightly interview 
19/2/14 Scheduled Wheatbelt District Emergency Management meeting  
19/2/14 Superclinic construction commencement ceremony 
  
Upcoming Events  
21/2/14 WALGA Avon Midlands Zone meeting 
22/2/14 Twilight movie “The Sapphires” in Northam 
25/2/14 Northam Scout Group Annual Reporting meeting 
26/2/14 Councillors strategic meeting 
28/2/14 Citizenship Ceremony 
1/3/14 Avon Vintage Festival day #1 
1/3/14 Concert in the Park #1 
2/3/14 Avon Vintage Festival day #2 
15/3/14 Concert in the Park #2 
21/3/14 BBQ for National Day of Action Against Violence and Bullying 
23/3/14 Black Dog motorcycle ride for depression awareness 
26/3/14 Wesfarmers Centenary event stakeholders meeting 
29/3/14 Relay for Life 24 hour event opening 

 



Ordinary Council Meeting - Minutes  19/02/2014 
   
 

   
9   
 

Vale David Antonio: 
I note with regret the death of a past Shire President in David Antonio. The following 
information was provided by Cr. Kathy Saunders from a nomination for the Order of 
Australia award: 
 
David is one of the most respected figures in the Shire of Northam. He had been 
something of a quiet achiever, willingly giving of his time and intelligence. He had filled 
many important positions in local organisations with distinction. He was as an acolyte 
with the local Catholic church with more than 40 years service and was a conscientious 
and welcome hospital visitor. 

Shire of Northam 

David was a Shire of Northam Councillor from 1976 to 1997 and was Shire President for 
18 years from 1978 to 1996. Although very much a local he always had a wider, regional 
view. 

Directions 

David was the inaugural chairman of the Central Area Regional Training Scheme 
(CARTS) when it was formed in 1989. It later became Directions, a training and 
employment provider. He was chair until 2004 and under his guidance Directions grew 
to be responsible for training throughout the region of around 150 apprentices. He 
remained on the Directions board until his retirement in 2010. 

Avon Community Development Foundation (ACDF) 

David was an inaugural member of ACDF and was made a life member in 2004. ACDF 
has been responsible for several major developments including an acute care residential 
facility and the creation of the Avon Industrial Park at Meenar. 

Southern Brook Community Association 

David was president of the Southern Brook Activities Club from 1982 to 1985. It then 
became the Southern Brook Community Association and David was president from 
1985 to 2005. 

Southern Brook Volunteer Bushfire Brigade 

David was a founding member of the brigade when it was formed in 1961. He was the 
brigade secretary for 43 years, retiring in 2004. David received the National Medal for 
15, 25 and 35 years service. 
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Northam Agricultural Society 

David remained a member of the society and was a committee member from 1963 to 
1976. He was society president from 1968 to 1970 and again in 1973. 

Southern Brook Tennis Club 

Over the years David was an enthusiastic member of the Southern Brook Tennis Club. 
He was president in 1967 and 1968 and in 1973-74. David was vice-president in 1970-
71 and captain from 1971 to 1973. 

Probus Club 

David joined the club at the end of 1997. He was president in 2002 and 2003 and was 
the club’s social secretary. 

Nomination for the Order of Australia Award 

David had made an enormous contribution to his community and is held in the highest 
regard. I can only say that he well deserves recognition through the awarding of the 
Order of Australia. Although the nomination did not result in this award being conferred, 
just the nomination itself is evidence of the respect and esteem with which David was 
held. 

Farmer 

David grew up on the family farm “Brooklyn” at Southern Brook, east of Northam. He 
continued to manage and expand the original land holding with a great interest in sheep 
and grain production as well as land care. David was forward thinking and hosted a 
number of agricultural sites/demonstrations over the years. He was a great family man 
raising 6 children with his wife Peg. 

David will be sadly missed by all who knew him. 

 
STRATEGIC ASPECTS: 
 
Amalgamations 
Given that the Local Government Advisory Board has recommended that the Minister not 
endorse the proposed amalgamation of the Shires of York, Cunderdin, Quairading and 
Tammin, I have asked AROC to start a conversation with SEAVROC to see what 
opportunities for joint collaboration might exist. A formal Regional Council is something 
that can exist under the Local Government Act however the appetite for such an entity is 
yet to be tested. This is only a conversation at this time and I am aware that our Shire has 
not endorsed any action in this space so this will be a topic for our upcoming strategic 
meeting this month. 
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AROC 
At the last AROC meeting, it was resolved to consider preparing a joint strategic waste 
management plan for our Shires. There is a competitive funding round now open for 
regional waste strategy implementation. Our Shire had a 5 year plan which has recently 
expired so the opportunity now is to undertake a new plan across the 6 Shires that make 
up AROC. One thought is to introduce a third bin for green waste however we will wait to 
see what the priority strategies are following the planning phase. 
 
Avon Link train 
The deadline for making a submission to Cabinet around the train service is rapidly coming 
up and the small working group is preparing that case. CEO Jason is our representative 
on that working party.. 
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13. REPORTS OF OFFICERS 

13.1. ADMINISTRATION 

Nil 
  



Ordinary Council Meeting - Minutes  19/02/2014 
   
 

   
13   
 

13.2. DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

13.2.1 STRATEGIC WASTE MINIMISATION PLAN 

Name of Applicant: AROC 
Name of Owner: Shire of Northam 
File Ref: 4.1.1.23 
Officer: Phil Steven 
Officer Interest: Nil 
Policy: Strategic Waste Minimisation Plan 
Voting: Absolute Majority 
Date: 31 January 2013 

 
PURPOSE 
 
For Council to consider endorsing the formation of a regional waste group consisting of 
the AROC member Councils. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At Council’s Meeting on 17 December 2008, Council endorsed the Strategic Waste 
Minimisation Plan (SWMP) 2008-2013, which was a five year waste strategy for the Shires 
of Northam and Toodyay. 
 
Preparation of the SWMP was undertaken by the Shire’s Waste Consultant, IW Projects, 
who also provides annual advice on the progress and operation of the Shire’s waste 
management facilities, in relation to the respective operational plans.  The cost for 
developing the SWMP was approximately $16,500, wholly funded by the Waste Authority.   
 
The SWMP has guided the waste initiatives for the Shire over the last few years, and for 
example has assisted with funding of $35,000 for mulching, worm farm and composting 
initiatives for the Shires of Northam and Toodyay.  Subsequently the SWMP provided a 
basis for a successful funding application of $421,817 for the provision of recycling bins 
for the recently introduced kerbside recycling program.  It has also been the basis for the 
subsidised e-waste program, and the joint venture (with Toodyay) Household Hazardous 
Waste facility.  
 
Given that the current SWMP is coming up for review, it is timely to consider its contents, 
including its membership. 
 
A recent request from members of the Avon Regional Organisation of Councils (AROC) 
was put to CEO’s to give consideration to the members of AROC forming a waste group 
in the context of the SWMP, for future Regional Infrastructure Program funding. The 
timeframes associated with the request were short and not opposed by any of the member 
Council CEO’s. 
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Correspondence has been submitted to the Waste Authority by the Shire of Toodyay on 
behalf of AROC, for consideration of this proposal. 
 
STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 
 
The SWMP is required in order to be eligible for funding through the Waste Authority for 
funding towards waste initiatives. 
 
CONFORMITY WITH THE STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PLAN 
 
Objective: Mitigate the Shire of Northam’s carbon footprint, reducing waste and 
greenhouse gas production. 
 
Strategy: Manage waste disposal in an environmentally sensitive manner that meets the 
needs of a growing population. 
 
Strategy: Encourage the use of recycled materials and create a ‘Towards Zero Waste’ 
culture amongst the community. 
 
BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
 
The cost of a regional ‘strategic waste minimisation plan’ for AROC is unknown given all 
local governments have their previous plans to build on. At the recent AROC meeting it 
was agreed that any funding required to undertake the regional plans would be taken from 
AROC funds (to a maximum of $15,000). In the event the $15,000 is insufficient the matter 
would be further considered at the next AROC meeting. It is anticipated that the AROC is 
also eligible for funding from the Waste Authority for $5,000. 
 
Once a regional group is formed, AROC will be eligible to submit an application for project 
funding within competitive funding rounds offered by the Waste Authority’s Regional 
Funding Program. 
 
OFFICER’S COMMENT 
 
The Waste Management Branch has advised that in order to be eligible for any future 
project funding, it would be necessary for the AROC group to submit a regional waste 
plan.   
 
Given the existing Councils are currently part of other waste groups, each Council is also 
required to officially withdraw from their existing groups.  For example, the Shires of 
Northam and Toodyay would have to withdraw from the ‘Avon Group’.  The Shires of 
Chittering and Vic Plains would be required to withdraw from the Central Midlands Group 
(which also includes Moora, Wongan-Ballidu and Dalwallinu).  The Shires of Dowerin and 
Goomalling would have to disband from their two-Council group. 
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Given the Council commitment to the AROC it is considered appropriate and potentially 
financially beneficial to form a single waste management group and work collaboratively 
as a region.  

 
It is accepted that the administrative procedures required to arrange the required plans, 
funding and project can be managed by staff.  It is also acknowledged that there may be 
a greater demand on Shire of Northam staff if the management of the proposed greater 
number of member Councils becomes the responsibility of the Shire of Northam. 
 
The Shire of Northam has experienced a high level of success with its former waste 
strategy, with significant funding received for various waste initiatives over the last five 
years, which is a reflection of the effort of Shire staff and its consultant.  It is hoped that 
this would also be the case for the proposed AROC waste group. 
 
RECOMMENDATION/COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute no C.2149 
 
Moved: Cr R Head 
Seconded: Cr D Hughes 
 
That Council withdraw from the ‘Avon Group’ of Councils waste group and combine 
with the ‘Avon Regional Organisation of Councils’ waste group on the condition 
that all other member Councils of AROC agree with the proposal. 
 

CARRIED BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 9/0 
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13.3. CORPORATE SERVICES 

13.3.1 ACCOUNTS AND STATEMENTS OF ACCOUNTS 

Name of Applicant: Internal Report 
Name of Owner: N/A 
File Ref: 2.1.3.4 
Officer: Denise Gobbart 
Officer Interest: Nil 
Policy: Nil 
Voting: Simple Majority 
Date: 28 January 2014 

 
PURPOSE 
 
The Accounts due and submitted to the Ordinary Council Meeting on Wednesday, 19 
February 2014are attached. 
 
RECOMMENDATION/COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute no C.2150 
 
Moved: Cr U Rumjantsev 
Seconded: Cr K Saunders 
 
That Council endorse the payments for the period 01 January 2014 to 31 January 
2014, as listed, which have been made in accordance with delegated authority 
reference number (M/F/F/Regs LGA 1995 S5.42) 
 
Municipal Fund Bank Vouchers 33012 to 33088                                    $    177,224.12 
Trust Bank Vouchers 1800 to 1806                                                         $      10,341.44 
EFT Trust Bank Vouchers EFT  15975 to 15978                                    $         4,500.00                                                      
Municipal Fund Bank Electronic Fund Transfer 
EFT15859 to EFT15974 and EFT15979 to EFT16058                              $    744,343.42 
Direct Debit Fund Transfer 6638.1 and 6659.1                                         $        4558.19                                                                                                                
Municipal Fund Bank Electronic Fund Transfer Payroll 06/1/2014        $   171,191.23 
Municipal Fund Bank Electronic Fund Transfer Payroll 16/1/2014        $   178,230.54 
Municipal Fund Bank Electronic Fund Transfer Payroll 30/1/2014        $   180,046.36 
 
 TOTAL                $1,470,435.30 
 

CARRIED 9/0 
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13.3.2 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS TO 31 DECEMBER 2013 

Name of Applicant: Internal Report 
Name of Owner: N/A 
File Ref: 2.1.3.4 
Officer: Denise Gobbart / Zoe MacDonald 
Officer Interest: Nil 
Policy: Nil 
Voting: Simple Majority 
Date: 28 January 2014 

 
PURPOSE 
 
The Statement of Financial Activity for the period ending 31 December 2013 is included 
as a separate attachment to this Agenda and includes the following reports: 
 

 Statement of Financial Activity; 
 Acquisition of Assets; 
 Disposal of Assets; 
 Information on Borrowings; 
 Reserves; 
 Net Current Assets; 
 Rating Information; 
 Trust Funds; 
 Operating Statements; 
 Balance Sheet; 
 Financial Ratio; 
 Budget to Actual Material Variance; and 
 Bank Reconciliation 

 
RECOMMENDATION/COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute no C.2151 
 
Moved: Cr R Head 
Seconded: Cr D Hughes 
 
That Council receive the Financial Statements, prepared in accordance with the 
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations, for the period ended 31 
December 2013 

CARRIED 9/0 
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13.3.3 SETTLEMENT OF LOAN 222 - NORTHAM HARNESS RACING CLUB 

Name of Applicant: Northam Harness Racing Club 
Name of Owner: N/A 
File Ref: 8.2.2.24 
Officer: Denise Gobbart 
Officer Interest: Nil 
Policy: Nil 
Voting: Absolute Majority 
Date: 30 January 2014 

 
PURPOSE 
 
To advise Council of the settlement of loan 222 by the Northam Harness Racing Club and 
seek endorsement of the officer’s actions in facilitating the settlement. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Discussions have been held for a number of months with the Harness Racing Club to 
settle the self-supporting Loan 222. It was not until we received an email on the 14 January 
2014 from Racing and Wagering WA that we had an indication that they wished to proceed 
with the settlement. Advising that they were satisfied that the Northam Harness Racing 
Club were in a position to continue running the club in a profitable manner. 
 
They requested that the settlement be the 31 January 2014, from this request we received 
a firm quote to settle the loan at that date. Due to the time constraints officers acted to 
facilitate the settlement. 
 
STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 
 
Local Government Act 1995 
Part 6 – Financial Management 
Division 2 – Annual Budget 
6.8. Expenditure from municipal fund not included in annual budget 

(1) A local government is not to incur expenditure from its municipal fund for an 
additional purpose except where the expenditure —  

 (a) is incurred in a financial year before the adoption of the annual budget by 
the local government; 

 (b) is authorised in advance by resolution*; or 
 (c) is authorised in advance by the mayor or president in an emergency. 

  * Absolute majority required. 
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 (1a) In subsection (1) —  
 additional purpose means a purpose for which no expenditure estimate is 

included in the local government’s annual budget. 
 
(2)  Where expenditure has been incurred by a local government — 

(a)  pursuant to subsection (1)(a), it is to be included in the annual budget for 
that financial year; and 

(b)  pursuant to subsection (1)(c), it is to be reported to the next ordinary 
meeting of the council. 

 [Section 6.8 amended by No. 1 of 1998 s. 19.] 
 
 
CONFORMITY WITH THE COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Objective: S3  Provide active and passive recreation facilities and services 
Strategy: S3.2 Develop, maintain and support appropriate recreation facilities 

throughout the Shire.  
 
BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
 
For Loan 222 the 2013/14 Budget provided for the principal repayments of $10,095 and 
interest repayments of $3,665. The Balance Sheet reflects a non-current liability of 
$59,587 for the principal outstanding to the WA Treasury Corporation and a deferred asset 
for the same principal owed to the Shire by the Northam Harness Racing Club.  
 
The settlement figure payable to WA Treasury Corporation is $65,421.20. Being;  
Principal $62,162.60  
Interest $     132.23 
Premium $  3,124.09 
 
The settlement of this loan will be not impact on our financial position. 
 
OFFICER’S COMMENT 
 
With the settlement date being proposed for the 31 January 2014, officers acted to ensure 
that the requirements to settle the loan were met. An Indicative quote was sent to Racing 
and Wagering WA on Tuesday 28 January at this time they advised that they would be 
paying the loan out on the 31 January. A firm quote was received from WA Treasury Corp 
on the Wednesday 29 January, which was sent to Racing and Wagering WA for written 
confirmation that they would proceed prior to signing the documentation with WA Treasury 
Corporation.  
 
The early settlement of Loan 222 has saved the Northam Harness Racing Club a total of 
$6,822.18 in interest payable. 
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We received a remittance advice form Racing and Wagering WA confirming the payment 
of $68,861.37, these funds were received 31 January 2014. This figure includes the 
outstanding January 17 loan repayment of $3,440.17. Funds of $65,421.20 were remitted 
to WA Treasury Corporation by 11.00am 31 January 2014.  
 
RECOMMENDATION/COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute no C.2152 
 
Moved: Cr R Head 
Seconded: Cr D Hughes 
 
That Council:  
 
1. endorses the actions of officers to facilitate the settlement of Loan 222 by the 

Northam Harness Racing Club. 
 
2. approves the unbudgeted revenue and expenditure to settle self-supporting 

loan 222 for Northam Harness Racing Club.   
 

CARRIED 9/0 
 
  



Ordinary Council Meeting - Minutes  19/02/2014 
   
 

   
68   
 

13.3.4 SHIRE OF NORTHAM ART COLLECTION COMMITTEE REPORT 

Name of Applicant: Internal Report 
Owner: N/A 
File Ref: 2.1.3.2 
Officer: Denise Gobbart / Alysha Maxwell 
Officer Interest: Nil 
Policy: N/A 
Voting: Simple Majority 
Date: 31 January 2014 

 
PURPOSE 
 
For Council to receive the Minutes of the Shire of Northam Art Collection Committee 
meeting of 30 January 2014, and endorse the Art Collection Committee 
recommendations. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At the meeting held on the 30 January 2014 the committee appointed Mr TM (Michael) 
Letch as Chairperson of the Shire of Northam Art Collection Committee. 
 
The Committee discussed a number of items which included; 
 

 Progress of the storage unit at the Northam Recreation Centre; 
 Artwork at the Northam Picture Framers 
 Pieces located in the Records Building 
 Chamber of Commerce Representative 
 Progress with Provenance Cards 
 Menin Gate at Midnight 
 Display of Council’s Artwork – Launching the collection 
 Possible name misprint on catalogue numbers 33 and 34 

 
STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 
 
The committee is to report to Council and provide appropriate advice and 
recommendations on matters relevant to its terms of reference in order to facilitate 
informed decision-making by Council in relation to the legislative functions and duties of 
the local government that have not been delegated to the CEO. 
 
The duties and responsibilities of the Committee will be to make recommendations to 
Council in regards to:- 

 Care of the collection; 
 Recommend to Council suitable locations for the display of the Shire’s collection; 
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 To make recommendation to Council in regard to the acquisition and/or disposal 
of works from the Shire’s collection; 

 Recommend Policy changes relating to the future direction of the collection. 
 
CONFORMITY WITH THE STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PLAN 
 
Key Result Area: Social 
 
Objective:  Protect and promote the Shire’s diverse culture and heritage 
 
BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
 
Current actions are within the endorsed budget. 
 
OFFICER’S COMMENT 
 
The storage unit has now been completed at the Northam Recreation Centre and all 
artwork not displayed is hanging in this unit. The committee inspected this unit after the 
meeting held on 30 January 2014. 
 
The 7 watercolours from the Claude Hotchkin bequest have been returned from Douglas 
Firth and remounted by Phil Mayne at the Northam Picture Framers, these will be collected 
and stored in the unit at the Recreation Centre. 
 
Mrs Anne Letch has completed the provenance cards and the committee has been 
advised that these will be delivered in the near future. Once received, paper will be 
purchased in order for these to be printed. 
 
The committee is investigating holding a display/function to launch the collection. Quotes 
are currently being sought to hire display units which the artwork can be displayed on, it 
was suggested that this could be held at the Lesser Hall and use the display units already 
implemented at the Hall.  
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RECOMMENDATION/COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute no C.2153 
 
Moved: Cr D Beresford 
Seconded: Cr R Tinetti 
 
That Council: 
 
1. Receive the minutes of the Shire of Northam Art Collection Committee of 30 

January 2014; 
 
2. Photograph and reframe the unrestored artwork being numbers 42, 44, 45, 48, 

49, 50, 51, 52 & 53 as originally contracted by the Northam Picture Framers. 
 
3. Endorse staff investigating the cost involved to have a photographic image 

taken of items 7 to 22 in item 7.3 of the attached minutes from the Shire of 
Northam Art Collection Committee held on 30 January 2014; 

 
4. Gift items 1 and 2 in item 7.3 of the attached minutes to the Northam Returned 

Services League; 
 
5. Gift items 4, one of item 6 and 25 in item 7.3 of the attached minutes to the 

Northam Historical Society; 
 
6. Gift the remaining 2 images from item 6 in item 7.3 of the attached minutes to 

members within the photograph; 
 
7. Gift item 24 in item 7.3 of the attached minutes be gifted to the Bakers Hill 

Progress Association; 
 
8. Catalogue; 
 Photographic image containing Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Artist  

Unknown, Not Dated; 
 Photograph containing the Northam Town Council 2005; 
 Photograph containing the Northam Town Council 2007;  
 Photograph containing the Shire of Northam Council and Senior Staff;  
 Framed image of the reproduction of the WA Syndicate who Discovered the 

Eastern Goldfields October 1887 by Elizabeth Studies 
 

CARRIED 9/0 
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13.4. COMMUNITY SERVICES 

Cr S B Pollard declared a “Financial” interest in item 13.4.1- Wheatbelt Aged Support and 
Care Solutions Project Report- He is a board member of Wheatbelt Development 
Commission and he receives sitting fees from that organisation.  
 
Cr S Pollard departed the chambers at 5.43pm  
 
The CEO advised the meeting that as the Shire President had left chamber and the 
Deputy Shire President was an apology the Council is required to choose an Elected 
Member to preside over the meeting for item 13.4.1. 
 
Cr Hughes nominated Cr R Head to preside over the meeting, there were no further 
nominations and as such Cr Head assumed the Chair.  
 
13.4.1 WHEATBELT AGED SUPPORT AND CARE SOLUTIONS PROJECT REPORT 

Name of Applicant: Internal  
Name of Owner: N/A 
File Ref: 1.1.3.12 
Officer: Jean McGready  
Officer Interest: Nil 
Policy: Nil 
Voting: Simple Majority 
Date: 30 January 2014 

 
PURPOSE 
 
For Council to receive and sign off the Wheatbelt Aged Support and Care Solution/s 
(WASCS) Project Report prepared by Verso Consulting on behalf of the Central East Aged 
Care Alliance (CEACA) 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Through the delivery of the Royalties for Regions Country Local Government Fund 
Regional process, Wheatbelt Local Government’s identified aged care as a key priority for 
the region.  
 
In 2012, the North East Wheatbelt and Wheatbelt East Regional Organisations of Councils 
formed the Central East Aged Care Alliance (CEACA) to undertake a study through Verso 
Consulting to determine aged care needs in the Central East Wheatbelt and a process of 
implementation. The initial project covered the 11 local government areas in the Central 
Eastern Wheatbelt and the second project covered the remaining 32 Wheatbelt Local 
Government Area‘s (LGAs). 
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The primary aim was the development of tailored solutions and action plans that deliver 
improved future delivery of aged support and care.   The Wheatbelt Aged Support and 
Care Solution/s (WASCS) Project Report summarises the outcomes of two major projects 
which aimed to develop and implement a holistic regional solution to allow ageing 
residents to remain in their communities for as long as possible.  
 
BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
 
NA 
 
CONFORMITY WITH THE STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PLAN 
 
OBJECTIVE: S1 Create an environment that provides for a caring and healthy 

community  
 
STRATEGY: S1.5 Facilitate provision of services for aged persons and people with 

disabilities 
 
OFFICER'S COMMENTS 
 
The WASCS Project involved a partnership between 32LGAs, the Wheatbelt Development 
Commission and other agencies.  A total of31 community consultations were 
conducted across the LGA’s involved, involving over 50 participants. 
 
Each Local Government Authority was provided with a Needs Study report specific to their 
individual Shire as well as a Needs Study for their sub-region. The Needs Studies include 
demographic characteristics, the emerging policy context, the findings from community 
forums and consultations, aged care services levels, planning &analysis of aged care 
levels and aged care solutions from literature collected. 
 
The final element saw the development of the Wheatbelt Aged Support and Care 
Solution/s Report which outlines the context of the project, the findings and implications, 
the recommendations and action plan.  The Report provides a clear direction to develop 
and implement infrastructure and service level solutions to address the urgent need for 
aged care accommodation, services and facilities in the Wheatbelt. 
 
The report and other related documents were provided by the Wheatbelt Development 
Commission who has requested that Council receive and sign off the report no later than 
the February Council Meeting to ensure a timely launch. Reports can be found as separate 
attachments to this document. 

 
The report is framed around four identified ‘planks’ to help give perspective on the 
challenges focuses in regards to supporting older people to age in their Wheatbelt 
communities. The four planks being; 
 

• Continued development of age friendly communities; 
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• Further development of older persons housing; 
• Extended community aged support and care; and 
• Reshaping residential aged care 
 

The report further builds on previous work undertaken on a sub-regional basis, including 
the AROC, the identified region within which Northam is categorised.  

 
The report also identifies a number of ‘key steps’ arranged around these four planks and 
the sub regions, these are contained within the appendix of the provided report. The Shire 
of Northam (AROC) key steps are found on pages 77 – 84. 

 
There have also been questions over whether Council should receive, adopt or endorse 
the plan as presented. The recommendation of staff is to receive the report which will 
allow staff to investigate further implementation through the normal corporate planning 
and budgetary processes. In the current draft Corporate Plan there is a section focusing 
on providing support to aged people in the community, in the event the Council receives 
the plan as recommended the relevant ‘key steps’ will be incorporated for further 
consideration of Council. 

 
The request from the Wheatbelt Development Commission is for the Council to ‘sign off’, 
on the report, which in the view of staff is allowing for the document to be formally 
endorsed by the Wheatbelt Development Commission. As such whether Council ‘accepts’ 
or ‘signs off’, from the perspective of staff is inconsequential, using either terminology 
results in the Council acknowledging the report and choosing to make comment or 
otherwise. In this instance staff are not recommending any specific comment, being 
comfortable to receive the report and make assessments through normal processes as to 
the application of the various key steps identified. 
 
RECOMMENDATION/COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute no C.2151 
 
Moved: Cr D Beresford 
Seconded: Cr R Tinetti 
 
That Council receive the Wheatbelt Aged Support and Care Solutions (WASCS) 
Project Report prepared by Verso Consulting. 
 

CARRIED 8/0 
 
Cr S Pollard returned to the chambers at 5.44pm and resumed the chair.  
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13.5. ENGINEERING SERVICES 

Nil 
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14. ELECTED MEMBERS MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN 
GIVEN 

 Nil 

15. NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF 
MEETING 

15.1. Elected Members 

 Nil 
15.2. Officers 

 Nil 
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16. CONFIDENTIAL ITEM/S 

RECOMMENDATION/COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute no C.2154 
 
Moved: Cr R Head 
Seconded: Cr R Tinetti 
 
That Council, in accordance with Section 5:23 of the Local Government Act 1995, 
meets behind closed doors to discuss a matter of confidentiality. 

CARRIED 9/0 
 
Members of the public departed the chambers at 5.46pm.  
 
16.1 LEASE CRECHE FACILITY – NORTHAM RECREATION CENTRE 

Name of Applicant: Internal Report 
Name of Owner: N/A 
File Ref: 1.3.16.1 
Officer: Jean McGready/Colin Hassell 
Officer Interest: Nil 
Policy: Shire of Northam Lease Policy 
Voting: Absolute Majority 
Date: 31 January 2014 
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RECOMMENDATION/COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute no C.2155 
 
Moved: Cr R Head 
Seconded: Cr U Rumjantsev 
 
That Council:  
 
1. agrees to lease the Crèche facility for the purpose of providing out of school 

and vacation child care service, located within the Northam Recreation Centre 
on Lot 74 (44) Peel Terrace, Northam. 

 
2. offers a two year lease to Great Beginnings commencing on 14 April 2014 

(beginning of next school holiday) for as fee of $16,000 per annum (plus GST) on 
the basis that the following responsibilities are agreed: 

 
Shire responsibilities: 

- Outgoings (utilities) 
- Building insurance 
- Structural and budgeted building maintenance 
- Providing access to required area 
- Arranging lease documentation  
 
Lessee responsibilities: 
- Payment for lease documentation 
- Repairs resulting from damage or misuse 
- Service operating costs 
- Rubbish service rates (if applicable) 
- Insurance for contents, public liability and workers compensation 
 
3. reviews the lease terms and conditions each year after the initial two year term. 
 

CARRIED BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY9/0 
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RECOMMENDATION/COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute no C.2156 
 
Moved: K Saunders  
Seconded: D Hughes 
 
That the meeting be reopened to the public. 
 

CARRIED 9/0 
Members of the public returned to the chambers at 5.47pm and the Shire 
President advised the meeting of the outcomes of the matter discussed ‘in 
Committee’. 
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17 DECLARATION OF CLOSURE 

 
There being no further business, the Shire President, Cr S B Pollard declared the meeting 
closed at 5.48pm. 




