
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SHIRE OF NORTHAM 

 
 

MINUTES 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 

17 FEBRUARY 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 



SHIRE OF NORTHAM 
MINUTES 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 17 FEBRUARY 2016 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

2 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

 

1. OPENING AND WELCOME ............................................................................................ 5 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST....................................................................................... 5 

3. ATTENDANCE ................................................................................................................ 5 

4. APOLOGIES ................................................................................................................... 6 

5. LEAVE OF ABSENCE PREVIOUSLY APPROVED ......................................................... 6 

6. APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE .................................................................. 6 

7. RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE ...................... 6 

8. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME .............................................................................................. 6 

9. PUBLIC STATEMENT TIME ........................................................................................... 7 

10. PETITIONS/DEPUTATIONS/PRESENTATIONS ............................................................ 9 

11. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS ....................................... 10 

11.1 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS COUNCIL MEETINGS ............ 10 

11.2 RECEIPT OF NOTES OF THE COUNCIL FORUM MEETING ........................... 10 

11.3 RECEIPT OF MINUTES OF THE SHIRE OF NORTHAM ART COLLECTION 
COMMITTEE ...................................................................................................... 26 

11.4 ADOPTION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SHIRE OF NORTHAM ART 
COLLECTION COMMITTEE .............................................................................. 26 

12. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING OFFICER WITHOUT DISCUSSION .......... 48 

12.1 PRESIDENTS REPORT – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - WEDNESDAY 17 
FEBRUARY 2016 ............................................................................................... 48 

13 REPORTS OF OFFICERS ............................................................................................ 49 

13.1 ADMINISTRATION ............................................................................................. 49 

13.1.1 RULES OF CONDUCT REVIEW ........................................................... 49 

13.2. DEVELOPMENT SERVICES ............................................................................ 155 

13.2.1 REQUEST TO ADOPT FOR ADVERTISING DRAFT LOCAL PLANNING 
POLICY NO.20 ‘ADVERTISING OF PLANNING PROPOSALS’ .......... 155 

13.2.2 FINAL ADOPTION OF REVISED LOCAL PLANNING POLICY 5 - USE OF 
SEA CONTAINERS AND OTHER SIMILAR STORAGE STRUCTURES  ..  
  ................................................................................................... 170 

13.2.3 REQUEST TO ADOPT FOR READVERTISING REVISED VERSION OF 
DRAFT LOCAL PLANNING POLICY NO. 18 – HERITAGE PRECINCTS ..  
  ................................................................................................... 182 

13.2.4 REQUEST TO ADOPT FOR FINAL APPROVAL LOCAL PLANNING 
POLICY NO.19 ‘RESIDENTIAL DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR THE RURAL 
RESIDENTIAL AND RURAL SMALLHOLDING ZONES’ ..................... 296 



SHIRE OF NORTHAM 
MINUTES 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 17 FEBRUARY 2016 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

3 

13.2.5 SUBDIVISION OF LOT 151 (978) AND LOT 384 SPENCERS BROOK 
ROAD, SPENCERS BROOK ............................................................... 324 

13.2.6 SHIRE OF NORTHAM LOCAL BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY ............... 335 

13.2.7 KURINGAL VILLAGE REFURBISHMENT ........................................... 338 

13.3. CORPORATE SERVICES ................................................................................ 340 

13.3.1 ACCOUNTS AND STATEMENTS OF ACCOUNTS – JANUARY 2016 340 

13.3.2 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS TO 31 DECEMBER 2015 ......................... 357 

13.4. COMMUNITY SERVICES ................................................................................ 384 

13.5. ENGINEERING SERVICES ............................................................................. 384 

14. ELECTED MEMBERS MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN ..  
   ......................................................................................................................... 384 

14.1 BUDGET CONSIDERATION 2016/17 – FREE SKIP BIN SERVICE................. 384 

14.2 BUDGET CONSIDERATION 2016/17 – BAKERS HILL DRAINAGE STUDY ... 385 

15. NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF MEETING
   ......................................................................................................................... 386 

15.1. ELECTED MEMBERS ...................................................................................... 386 

15.2. OFFICERS ....................................................................................................... 386 

16. CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS .............................................................................................. 386 

17. DECLARATION OF CLOSURE ................................................................................... 386 

 
  



SHIRE OF NORTHAM 
MINUTES 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 17 FEBRUARY 2016 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

4 

 
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held in the Council Chambers on 

WEDNESDAY, 17 February 2016 at 5:30 pm. 
 

DISCLAIMER 
 
No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Northam for any act, 
omission or statement or intimation occurring during Council/Committee meetings or 
during formal/informal conversations with staff.  The Shire of Northam disclaims any 
liability for any loss whatsoever and howsoever caused arising out of reliance by any 
person or legal entity on any such act, omission or statement or intimation occurring 
during Council/Committee meetings or discussions.  Any person or legal entity who acts 
or fails to act in reliance upon any statement does so at that person’s or legal entity’s 
own risk. 
 
In particular and without derogating in any way from the broad disclaimer above, in any 
discussion regarding any planning application or application for a licence, any statement 
or limitation of approval made by a member or officer of the Shire of Northam during the 
course of any meeting is not intended to be and is not taken as notice or approval from 
the Shire of Northam.  The Shire of Northam warns that anyone who has an application 
lodged with the Shire of Northam must obtain and only should rely on 
WRITTEN CONFIRMATION of the outcome of the application, and any conditions 
attaching to the decision made by the Shire of Northam in respect of the application. 
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1. OPENING AND WELCOME 

The Shire President, Cr S B Pollard declared the meeting open at 5.30pm. 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

Item Name Item 
No. 

Name Type of 
Interest 

Nature of Interest 

Final Adoption of Revised 
Local Planning Policy 5 - 
Use of Sea Containers and 
other Similar Storage 
Structures 

13.2.2 Cr J E G Williams Impartiality She has permanent sea 
containers on one of her 
block. 

Subdivision of Lot 151 (978) 
and Lot 384 Spencers Brook 
Road, Spencers Brook 

13.2.5 Cr U Rumjantsev Impartiality Mark Wilding is known to 
him for many years (as a 
brigade members) non-
social. 

Subdivision of Lot 151 (978) 
and Lot 384 Spencers Brook 
Road, Spencers Brook 

13.2.5 Cr T M Little Impartiality He has known one of the 
persons (owner) mentioned 
(Simon Wilding). 

Subdivision of Lot 151 (978) 
and Lot 384 Spencers Brook 
Road, Spencers Brook 

13.2.5 Cr S B Pollard Impartiality Simon & Mark Wilding are 
known to him. 

Subdivision of Lot 151 (978) 
and Lot 384 Spencers Brook 
Road, Spencers Brook 

13.2.5 Cr C R Antonio Impartiality Applicants are known to 
him. 

 

3. ATTENDANCE 

 COUNCIL 
 

Councillors S B Pollard 
 T M Little  
 D G Beresford 
 J E Williams  
 J Proud 
 C L Davidson 
 U Rumjantsev 
 C R Antonio 
 D A Hughes 
 
Chief Executive Officer J B Whiteaker 
Executive Manager Engineering Services C D Kleynhans 
Executive Manager Development Services C B Hunt 
Executive Manager Community Services R Rayson 
Executive Manager Corporate Services C Young 
Executive Assistant – CEO A C Maxwell 
Manager Planning Services K Nieuwoudt 
Planning Officer C Wynn 
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 GALLERY 
  
 Timothy Williams – Avon Valley Advocate 
 Seven (7) members of the public. 

4. APOLOGIES 

Nil. 

5. LEAVE OF ABSENCE PREVIOUSLY APPROVED 

Cr R W Tinetti has been granted leave of absence from 1 February 2016 to 31 March 
2016 inclusive. 
 
6. APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 

RECOMMENDATION / COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute No: C.2634 
 
Moved:  Cr Williams 
Seconded: Cr Hughes  
 
That Council grant Cr T M Little leave of absence from 24 February 2016 to 19 
March 2016 inclusive. 

CARRIED 9/0 

7. RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS PUBLIC QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 

Nil. 

8. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Name: John Dival. 

Agenda 
Item: 

13.2.4 - Request to Adopt for Final Approval Local Planning Policy No.19 
‘Residential Design Guidelines for the Rural Residential and Rural 
Smallholding Zones’. 

Question: What would be the process in the event of a dispute in relation to the 
interpretation of the Policy being proposed? 

Response: The Executive Manager Development Services advised that most matters 
are resolved between the applicant and the Officer. The Policy deems the 
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minimum requirements, if this cannot me met and resolved, the applicant 
can apply for a variation to the Policy which would result in Council 
making a determination. If an application was refused by Council the 
applicant has the opportunity for a right of appeal through the State 
Administrative Tribunal. 

 
 
Name: Lindsay Wallis. 
Agenda 
Item: 

13.2.3 - Request to Adopt for Readvertising Revised Version of Draft 
Local Planning Policy No. 18 – Heritage Precincts. 

Question: I own a vacant block on the corner of Cody and Gordon Street, Northam. 
What design guidelines will be required when developing this land if this is 
identified as an area with significant heritage value? 

Response: The Shire President advised that this can depend on the surrounding 
properties and whether they are deemed to have significant heritage 
value (e.g. a vacant block with a property each side that has been 
deemed to have significant heritage value). 
 
The Executive Manager Development Services also advised that Section 
5.4 of the Policy deals with new buildings. This section outlines that new 
building styles are encouraged. 

9. PUBLIC STATEMENT TIME 

Mr K Nieuwoudt departed the Council Chambers at 5.54pm and returned at 5.57pm. 
 
Name Peter McGrath 

Agenda 
Item 

13.2.4 - Request to Adopt for Final Approval Local Planning Policy No.19 
‘Residential Design Guidelines for the Rural Residential and Rural 
Smallholding Zones’. 

Statement 
Provided: 

Mr McGrath Apologised for not attending last week’s forum. 
 

Under point 1 of the officer’s response to submissions, Officers comment 
that personal opinion is not a valid point – the whole reason for putting a 
policy out to public comment is to get the public’s personal point of view as 
opposed to just the planner’s point of view. Cannot make comment on this 
policy without being subjective because the policy is subjective. There is a 
specific objective question here – are there real life examples of where 
these guidelines are needed & it is completely unanswered. It’s an open 
invitation to justify the development of this policy & there obviously isn’t an 
example of where this policy would have made a difference. This policy is 
a very poor solution desperately looking for a problem to fix. 
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Points 2 through to 5 don’t need any further comment you either agree or 
disagree with the officer’s comments. 
 
Point 6 Boundary fencing, Policy basically says boundary fence is to be 
“minimum” 5 strand ring lock. The fencing local law says fencing is to be 5 
strand plain wire – how is this not contradictory? 
 
7 & 8 driveways. Officer is correct there are no other controls over 
driveways and parking areas & there shouldn’t be. This has no off-site 
impact & should be the decision of the land owner. 
 
Point 9 Rural Numbering. Agree with the officer this is not a planning issue 
it is an administrative issue & has no place in a planning policy.  
 
10, 11, 12 & 13 I will leave the comments stand. 
 
Point 14 Please read my comments, they are not necessarily planning 
issues but they are important to consider when looking at the effects of this 
policy. How can criticising a planning policy about limiting the rights of a 
landowner to use their asset as they wish, without any justification, not be 
a relevant planning matter. 
 
In general, where proposed policy states under the heading 4.1 Delegated 
Development Approval. The regulations require all works in the zones to 
have development approval. It doesn’t state which regulation. I have been 
advised this refers to clauses contained in Schedule 1 – Model provisions 
for Local Planning Schemes. These “regulations” in Schedule 1 do not 
apply to the Shire of Northam until a new local planning scheme is 
developed or the existing one amended. At present you have to rely on the 
existing local planning scheme which does not require planning approval 
for a single dwelling.  
 
The above is incorrect information - the regulation referred to is in 
schedule 2 which does apply to Northam Shire. This is an example of my 
comment that this policy adds to confusion of what can & can’t be done. 
Your Shire officer is maintaining one thing by relying on state government 
provisions that don’t apply to Northam Shire & the LPS, which does apply 
to Northam Shire says another.  
 
Incorrect information 
Rural Residential & Rural Small Holding do not have the same aims under 
the LPS and the 2 zonings should not be dealt with as though they are 
identical. 
 
The point I make at the end of my submission about the budget 
implications is ignored. Before you decide on this matter you need an 
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honest indication of how much officer’s, landholder’s and full council’s time 
is going to be taken up with variances to this policy. 
 
Policy should be developed and used to define discretionary powers of 
local government officers so that Shire officers and proponents have a 
clear idea of what is acceptable. This allows anyone who is thinking of 
investing in the Shire to have clear and early indications of what they will 
be able to do if they buy land in the Shire, as most policies of the Shire do. 
This document creates a whole lot of new discretionary powers for Shire 
officers and in doing so a whole lot of unknowns are introduced to the 
process of building a home in the Shire. A number of my comments are 
dismissed as not being a relevant planning consideration – I am 
commenting on very subjective planning issues. That aside a valid point 
that needs to be made is how much decision making power should reside 
with local government officers over people’s property. Surely there are 
enough controls already without adding to the regulatory burden. If you 
keep going down the path of making applications more involved without 
justification how many people will decide not to invest in Northam Shire. 
 

Mr K Nieuwoudt departed the Council Chambers at 6.12pm and returned at 6.14pm. 
 

Response: The Executive Manager Development Services clarified that Schedule 1 
does not apply, this relates to the model scheme text and only applies to 
new local planning schemes.  
 
Schedule 2 applies to all local government Planning Schemes across the 
Western Australia. The reference made to Schedule 1 in the above 
statement is therefore not applicable in regards to this matter. 

10. PETITIONS/DEPUTATIONS/PRESENTATIONS 

Nil. 
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11. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

11.1 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 
RECOMMENDATION / COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute No: C.2635 
 
Moved: Cr Proud 
Seconded: Cr Davidson 
 
That the minutes of the meeting held Wednesday, 20 January 2016 be confirmed 
as a true and correct record of that meeting. 

CARRIED 9/0 
 

11.2 RECEIPT OF NOTES OF THE COUNCIL FORUM MEETING 

RECOMMENDATION / COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute No: C.2636 
 
Moved: Cr Williams 
Seconded: Cr Little 
 
That the notes of the Council Forum meeting held 10 February 2016 be received. 
 

CARRIED 9/0 
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11.3 RECEIPT OF MINUTES OF THE SHIRE OF NORTHAM ART COLLECTION 
COMMITTEE 

RECOMMENDATION / COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute: C.2637 
 
Moved: Cr Proud 
Seconded: Cr Davidson 
 
That Council receives the minutes of the Art Collection Committee Meeting held 
on 28 January 2016. 

CARRIED 9/0 
 

11.4 ADOPTION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SHIRE OF NORTHAM 
ART COLLECTION COMMITTEE 

 
RECOMMENDATION / COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute No:  C.2638 
 
Moved: Cr Proud 
Seconded: Cr Hughes 
 
That Council; 
 

1. Adopt the Outward Loan/Transfer form with the following changes:- 
 That the requirement for borrowers to cover the insurance of a piece be 

removed 
 That it be outlined that the term of each loan will be considered on a case 

by case basis, and loans may extend to a maximum of six (6) months 
 That it be outlined that applications from individuals will be considered 

on a case by case basis  
2. Endorse that the portrait of Sir James Mitchell by Rolf Harris not be sold, but 

instead retained in the collection. 
3. Restore the pieces by artist Rolf Harris into the collection for exhibition. 

 

CARRIED 6/3 
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12. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING OFFICER WITHOUT DISCUSSION 

12.1 PRESIDENTS REPORT – ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - WEDNESDAY 17 
FEBRUARY 2016 

Visitations and Consultations: 
11/1/16 Meet with Shire of York President and Acting CEO 
21/1/16 Northam Aboriginal and Environmental Interpretive Centre forum 
26/1/16 Australia Day celebrations 
3/2/16 Max Solutions “Work for the Dole” seminar 
3/2/16 Radiowest fortnightly interview 
5/2/16 Launch of ActiveSmart program 
6/2/16 Dogs Day Out event 
8/2/16 AROC meeting 
9/2/16 Southern Inland Health Initiative (SIHI) evaluation meeting 
11/2/16 Revamp Designs relaunch event 
12/2/16 Roads Forum at El Caballo – Cr. Little attending 
15/2/16 Swimming Pool options trip to Collie and Narrogin 
17/2/16 Wheatbelt District Emergency Committee meeting 
17/2/16 Radiowest fortnightly interview 
  
Upcoming Events: 
19/2/16 WALGA Avon Midlands Country Zone meeting 
19/2/16 Ballet in Beverley event 
24/2/16 WALGA chairing a meeting webinar 
24/2/16 Shire Councillor quarterly strategic meeting 
1/3/16 Business “Clean Up Australia” day 
3/3/16 Hot Air Ballooning World Record meeting 
4/3/16 Schools “Clean Up Australia” day 
6/3/16 National “Clean Up Australia” day 
19-20/3/16 Relay for Life event 
20/3/16 Black Dog motorcycle event 

 
Strategic matters 
 
Drainage 
Once again summer storms have apparently overwhelmed area drainage systems, 
mainly in the Bakers Hill subdivisions areas. We will be looking at the present system 
and possible solutions at our February strategic meeting with a view to budget 
implications in 2016/17 and beyond. 
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13 REPORTS OF OFFICERS 

13.1 ADMINISTRATION  

13.1.1 RULES OF CONDUCT REVIEW 
 

Name of Applicant: Department of Local Government & Communities 
Name of Owner: Department of Local Government & Communities 
File Ref: 2.1.1.7 
Officer: Jason Whiteaker 
Officer Interest: N/A 
Policy: N/A 
Voting: Simple Majority  
Date: 2 February 2016  

 
PURPOSE 
 
For Council to make a submission to the Department of Local Government and 
Communities on the Rules of Conduct Regulations review. 
 
BACKGROUND 

Submissions have been invited by the Department of Local Government and 
Communities (Department) on the observations and proposals put forward in a 
consultation paper (Attachment 1) relating to the Local government (Rules of Conduct) 
Regulations. The submissions received by the Department will assist the Government to 
decide which of the proposed changes are necessary or desirable.  Comment has also 
invited on specific issues raised in initial consultation where balancing benefits and risks 
may be complex and broader consequences need to be considered.  These issues are 
shown in blue boxes in the text of the discussion paper. Council staff have made no 
specific comments in relation to this section although would welcome input and 
feedback from elected members if there are areas of particular interest. 

Submissions close on Friday, 4 March 2016, however an extension until March 16, 2016 
has been granted to the Shire of Northam if required. 
 
STATUTORY IMPACTS 
 
The submission made by Council may influence the development of legislation. 
 
CONFORMITY WITH THE STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PLAN / CORPORATE PLAN 
 
OBJECTIVE G1: Provide accountable and transparent leadership. 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
N/A 
 
OFFICER’S COMMENT 
 
A. Proposal 7.2 – Regulation 3: 
 

1. Amend Regulation 3 by specifically linking the principles to the concept of 
“proper use of office”.  

2. Add a principle: “act in accordance with council policies, codes and 
resolutions”. 

3. Add a new sub regulation requiring the principles to be used to inform the 
preparation of a code of conduct prepared under section 5.103(1) of the Act. 

 
Comment: Support 
 
B. Proposal 7.3 – Regulation 4:  
 

1. Insert new Rules of Conduct to cover persistent, inappropriate, council and 
committee meeting conduct with significantly dysfunctional potential 
consequences such as disparagement and disruption (see section 7.9 for 
inclusions). 

2. Delete regulation 4 which effectively duplicates local laws and potentially 
reduces the incentive to make effective use of local laws relating to meeting 
conduct. 

 
Comment: Support 
 

Supplementary Question (Proposal 7.3 – Regulation 4):  
 
1. Are there any risks in repealing Regulation 4? 

 
Response: 
 
1. No significant risk of repealing regulation 4 as the proposed new regulation 

adequately deals with the issue of behaviour at Council meetings. 
 
C. Proposal 7.4 – Regulation 6 
 

1. Include “parts of documents” in the definition of confidential document in sub 
regulation 6(1). 

2. Amend sub regulation 6(2) to include personal information acquired in the 
person’s capacity as a council member, with the definition of personal 
information consistent with that used in existing Australian legislation. 
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3. Amend sub regulation 6(2) to include professional legal advice, information that 
is subject to a confidentiality or non-disclosure agreement to which the local 
government is a party, and commercially sensitive information provided in 
confidence to the local government. 

4. Amend sub regulation 6(3) to add a provision that allows personal information 
to be disclosed to the extent permitted by the informed consent of the person 
to whom the information relates, or a person nominated by them, or their legal 
guardian. 

 
Comment: Support 
 

Supplementary Questions (Proposal 7.4 – Regulation 6) 
1. Is the above proposal relating to personal information sufficiently flexible to 

allow council members to assist their constituents while adequately protecting 
the privacy of individuals? 

2. Should disclosure of other types of confidential information be prohibited? 
3. Should resolutions made at closed meetings be explicitly excluded from the 

application of sub regulation 6(2)(b)? 
 

Response: 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3. Staff are of the view that resolution made at closed meetings should be explicitly 

excluded from the application of sub regulation 6(2) (b) as it appears to only 
provide a further level of complexity which could lead to confusion for elected 
members in the interpretation and application of this clause. 

 
Comment invited: deterring “leaking” of sensitive information to provoke 

controversy or gain political advantage 
 
It has been argued that a person who chooses to “leak” an email containing 
sensitive material, whether to the subject of the comments, other people, or the 
media, is as responsible for any detriment or controversy arising from wider 
distribution of the statements as the original author, who at least has the defence 
that the communication was intended for a restricted audience of trusted 
recipients. 
 
Comment is invited on the merits of prohibiting a council member from copying or 
forwarding, other than to a disciplinary or investigatory agency as evidence of 
misconduct, any non-public correspondence received in confidence from another 
council member, unless with the permission of the author.  An essential element 
would be that it was done with intent to gain an advantage for themselves or 
another person, or to cause a detriment to another person or the local 
government.   (Note that this point refers to disclosure of information, rather than 
improper use of that information). 
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D. Proposal 7.5 – Regulation 7 
 

1. Amend regulation 7 to clearly define “improper use of office” in the context of 
the interpretation currently used by the SAT and the Panel, with reference to 
the local governments code of conduct and regulation 3 principles of 
behaviour. 

2. Amend sub-regulation 7(1) to clarify that it applies only when the action is 
taken with the primary intent and belief that it will result in gaining an 
advantage or causing detriment. 

3. In addition to the current exemptions, specify that sub-regulation 7(1) does not 
apply to: 
a. advantage or detriment that is trivial, negligible or hypothetical; or 
b. conduct of council members at council or committee meetings; or  
c. a matter to which another Rule of Conduct in the Regulations  applies; or 
d. a remark, comment, statement or implication if: 

i. it was clearly expressed as the council member’s personal opinion rather  
than as a statement of fact, and that opinion was based on factual 
material and related to a matter of public interest; or 

ii. the circumstances were such that no harm attributable to the  conduct 
was likely to be sustained. 

 
Comment: Support 
 

Supplementary Question (Proposal 7.5 – Regulation 7): 
1. These changes will make Regulation 7 less of a “catch-all” for matters relating 

to personal disputes and trivial matters.  Is there a need to focus this regulation 
on any specific issues related to improper use of office? 

 
Response: 
1. No not specifically 
 
E. Proposal 7.6 – Regulation 8:   
 

1. Define the term “resource” in Regulation 8 to cover tangible and intangible 
assets, services and other means of supporting the functions of the local 
government, and that are owned or paid for by the local government from 
public money, but excluding intangible concepts without monetary value (such 
as an address or title).   

2. Define the term “use” to include both consumption and deriving a benefit not 
associated with consumption, including misrepresenting local government 
support for the purpose. 

3. Clarify the term “any other purpose” in sub-regulation 8(2)(b) to refer to any 
purpose other than fulfilling the legal obligations and duties of the council 
member’s office. 

 
Comment: Support 
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Supplementary Questions (Proposal 7.6 – Regulation 8):  
1. Are these definitions of “resources” and “use” sufficiently comprehensive and 

unambiguous?  
2. Should authorisation be restricted to purposes that contribute to performing the 

functions of the council and local government as set out in the Act?  
3. Is it necessary to explicitly exempt the use of publicly available local 

government resources where the council member’s use occurs under the same 
conditions as any other person?   

 
Response: 
1. It appears as though the definitions of resource and use are sufficient; 
2. Yes authorisation should be restricted per supplementary question 2; 
3. Yes it would appear prudent, for the sake of clarity, to explicitly exempt the use of 

publically available local government resources. 
 
F. Proposal 7.7 – Regulation 9: 
 

1. Define “administration” in Regulation 9 to mean the functions of the CEO as 
described in section 5.41 of the Act, CEO delegations under section 5.42 of the 
Act, the executive functions of local government as described in Part 3 Division 
3 of the Act, and other functions specifically reserved to the CEO under the Act 
or any other written law. 

2. Define “task” to exclude the transmittal of non-confidential information provided 
by the CEO, and to exclude the expression of an opinion, comment, objective 
or intent. 

3. Extend the exemption in sub-regulation 9(2) to apply to tasks related to the 
legislated and undelegated functions of the council, in addition to tasks done 
as part of deliberations at a council or committee meeting.  

4. Develop and publish an advisory standard to assist council members in 
determining the boundaries of their roles and the level of reporting that they 
may expect 

 
Comment: Support 
 

Supplementary Questions (Proposal 7.7 – Regulation 9): 
 
1. Is the proposed definition of “administration” sufficiently clear about where 

council members should not take an active and uninvited role?  
2. Should authorisation be by both the council and the CEO, rather than either, or 

should it be initiated by the CEO? 
 
Response: 
1. Staff are of the view that the definition of administration is as clear as can be 

expected. 



SHIRE OF NORTHAM 
MINUTES 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 17 FEBRUARY 2016 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

54 

2. It is also considered prudent, from the perspective of staff, to require the 
authorisation for the involvement in administration to be initiated by the CEO. 

 
G. Proposal 7.8 – Regulation 10 
 

1. Amend sub-regulation 10(1) by: 
a. In sub-regulation 10(1)(a), replacing “to do or not to do anything” with a 

reference to taking action related to local government functions such as 
enforcement of local laws, implementation of approved policies and 
procedures, or varying of decisions, priorities or resource allocation. 

b. Providing for the CEO to authorise a limited exemption to sub regulation 
10(1)(a), at the CEO’s discretion, for individual council members for 
specified operational purposes. 

c. Adding a prohibition against behaving in an abusive or threatening manner 
towards any local government employee, including the CEO (the exemption 
for meetings is not to apply to this rule). 

d. Adding a prohibition against making repeated or unreasonable demands for 
information or assistance from a local government employee to an extent 
that impairs the employee’s capacity to complete their designated work 
responsibilities.  

e. Adding a prohibition against attempting to influence the performance 
appraisal or dismissal of a CEO other than through an authorised process 
consistent with legal requirements and procedural fairness. 

f. Adding a prohibition against personally chastising or reprimanding any local 
government employee for matters related to the administration of the local 
government. 

2. For the purposes of sub-regulation 10(2) and other regulations where the term 
is used, “council or committee meeting” should be defined as a formally 
constituted meeting of the council or a committee established under section 5.8 
of the Act.  Informal meetings such as site meetings or information forums 
would not be included in the exemption. 

3. Amend sub-regulation 10(3) by: 
a. Replacing the condition “members of the public are present” with a condition 

specifying that the sub-regulation applies if any person other than council 
members and the CEO is present, or if the meeting or event is being 
broadcast, or if an audio or video record is being made of the meeting or 
event and that record will be publicly available. 

b. Clarifying that the term “attending” covers the periods immediately before 
and after the meeting or event and during any period in which proceedings 
are suspended. 

c. In sub-regulations 10(3)(a) and 10(3)(b), extending the protection to former 
local government employees for a period of 6 months after separation from 
the local government. 

d. In sub-regulation 10(3)(a), replacing the current reference to “statement…is 
incompetent or dishonest” with a reference to disparaging or impugning the 
character of a local government employee or former local government 



SHIRE OF NORTHAM 
MINUTES 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 17 FEBRUARY 2016 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

55 

employee.  This to be defined as stating or implying deficiency in the 
person’s honesty, integrity, competence, diligence, impartiality or loyalty; or 
imputing dishonest or unethical motives to them in the performance of their 
duties. 

e. In sub-regulation 10(3)(b), replacing the term “offensive or objectionable 
expression” with “abusive or offensive language”, defined as inflammatory 
words likely to incite ridicule or contempt and which would offend  a 
reasonable adult applying contemporary community standards. 

4. In sub-regulation 10(4), extend the exemption to statements made to an 
authority responsible for regulating the conduct of public officers and to 
statements made under oath or affirmation to a body authorised by Parliament 
to conduct an inquiry or during judicial proceedings. 

 
Comment: Partial Support 
 
Not supportive of part ‘1a’. Staff are of the view that 1b would cover the instances such 
as interaction between presiding members and certain staff. The view of staff is that the 
adjustments being suggested to this section of the regulations will only serve to increase 
the level of potential ambiguity, which is counteractive to the general intent of the overall 
regulation amendments.  
 

Supplementary Questions (Proposal 7.8 – Regulation 10) 
1. Do the proposals listed above address to a practical extent the types of 

conduct relating to local government employees that may cause disruption to 
the orderly operation of the local government and impair its efficiency and 
effectiveness? 

2. Are any of the proposals likely to be impractical or negatively affect the efficient 
and effective operations of the local government? 

3. Is there a more appropriate definition for “unreasonable demands” in the 
proposed amendment to sub-regulation 10(1)? 

4. Should the condition about meeting attendees in proposal 7.8 3(a) above 
include an official record taker in addition to council members and the CEO? 

5. Are any other explicit definitions or exemptions needed to prevent ambiguity? 
 
Response: 
1. Yes, although in the context of not supporting 1a 
2. No 
3. No 
4. Yes, it may be prudent 
5. No 
 
H. Proposal 7.9 – New Regulation (Public statements) 
 

1. Insert a new regulation that: 
2. Requires a council member to notify the CEO in writing of any comments or 

written material that the council member provides to a representative of the 
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mass or local media concerning the performance or administration of the local 
government, the actions or performance of local government employees, or a 
council decision. 

3. Requires the CEO to maintain a register of media contact in which details of 
such notices are kept, and to make this register available for public inspection. 

4. This regulation would not apply to anything that a council member does as a 
part of the deliberations at a council or committee meeting, or to any authorised 
communication by or on behalf of the mayor or president in their official 
capacity. 

 
Comment: Support, with extension into social media. Staff consider it is critical that 
accountability exists across the entire organisation, including elected members, for 
comments made through media outlets, including the use of social media 
 

Supplementary Questions (Proposal 7.9 – Regulation on public statements): 
1. Will the proposed regulation provide a practical mechanism for council 

members to take responsibility for their public statements without fettering their 
right to make them? 

2. Is there a need to more closely define the circumstances requiring notification? 
3. Should the requirement for notification be extended to social media, blogs, e-

newsletters, etc.? 
4. What is a reasonable time limit for notification given the likely immediacy of the 

consequences of the conduct?  
5. What could be the disadvantages for council members or local governments if 

such notification is required?  
6. Should this regulation apply all the time or only during campaign periods? 

 
Response 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3. Yes 
4. Immediately (1 hour) 
5. May be time consuming and complex from an administration perspective. From 

an elected member perspective it may appear to be overly prescriptive and 
considered unnecessarily onerous. 

6. All the time 
 
I Proposal 7.10 – New regulation (Interactions with council members) 
 

Insert a new regulation that: 
1. Prohibits a council member from behaving in an abusive or threatening manner 

towards any other council member or the CEO. 
2. Prohibits a council member from stating or implying that a council decision or 

decision process was incompetent, dishonest, corrupt, negligent or unlawful 
(but does not prohibit expressing disagreement with a decision). 
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3. Prohibits a council member, when attending a council or committee meeting or 
other organised event, and if any person other than council members, the CEO 
and an official record taker is present, or if the meeting or event is being 
broadcast, or if an audio or video record is being made of the meeting or event 
and that record will be publicly available, from: 
a. Disparaging or impugning the character of any council member (to be 

defined as stating or implying deficiency in the person’s honesty, integrity, 
competence, diligence, impartiality or loyalty), or imputing dishonest or 
unethical motives to them in the performance of their duties. 

b. Using abusive or offensive language to, or in reference to, any council 
member (to be defined as inflammatory words likely to incite ridicule or 
contempt or which would offend a reasonable adult applying contemporary 
community standards). 

4. Requires a council member, when attending a council meeting or committee 
meeting, to:  
a. Comply with a direction given by the presiding member at that meeting; and 
b. Cease any conduct that has been ruled out of order by the presiding 

member, unless the majority of council members who are present vote to 
dissent from the presiding member’s ruling.  

5.  Sub-regulation (2) is not to prevent a council member from reporting suspected 
dishonest, corrupt, negligent or unlawful council decisions or processes to a 
regulatory agency with responsibility for overseeing any aspect of the 
performance of local governments or the conduct of public officials. 

6.  This regulation is not to prevent a council member from making a statement 
under oath in a hearing conducted by Parliament, before a judicial body or as 
otherwise required by law. 

 
Comment: Support 
 

Supplementary Questions (Proposal 7.10 – Regulation on interaction with 
council members): 
1. If Regulation 4 is repealed, and Regulation 7 no longer applies to conduct in 

council and committee meetings, will the proposals above adequately capture 
the key provisions in local laws related to conduct of council members in 
meetings? 

2. Is there a need for rules of conduct in relation to any other interactions 
between council members that may impair the integrity, performance or 
reputation of local governments? 

 
Comment:  
1. Yes 
2. No 
 
J. Proposal 7.11 – Regulation 11 



SHIRE OF NORTHAM 
MINUTES 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 17 FEBRUARY 2016 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

58 

1. Amend sub-regulation 11(1) to clearly restrict the definition of interest to one 
that could or could reasonably be expected to adversely affect impartiality of 
the person having the interest, deleting the “inclusions”. 

2. Include examples of significant impartiality interests in an advisory standard 
rather than in the regulation. 

3. Define “matter to be discussed” to mean substantive matters to be determined 
by council and exclude administrative matters where the effect is limited to the 
council itself. 

4. Amend sub-regulation 11(3) to add a provision that Regulation 11 does not 
apply to trivial, negligible or non-current interests. 

5. Add a sub-regulation permitting a disclosing member to elect to leave the 
meeting while the council discusses and makes a decision on the matter, but if 
the member elects not to leave the meeting, the council member must vote as 
required by under section 5.21(2) of the Act. 

6. Add a sub-regulation providing for council members to register, at their 
discretion, enduring interests that may be perceived as affecting their 
impartiality.   
a. Enduring interests may include, but are not limited to, familial 

relationships, employment or board membership, membership of 
associations, election commitments and public statements of position on 
specific matters.  

b. The CEO is to maintain a register of enduring interests that is available for 
public inspection. 

c. Council members may request the CEO to make amendments to their 
recorded enduring interests as necessary. 

d. Sub-regulation 11(2) would not apply to interests that are recorded in the 
register of enduring interests. 

 
Comment: Partial Support. 
 
Staff do not support proposed additional regulation J.5 providing discretion around 
leaving a meeting once an interest has been disclosed. Staff are of the view, for the 
sake of clarity that the requirement to leave or remain in chambers should not be a 
decision of the elected member, rather it should be clearly regulated. The fact that 
impartiality interests are not, by their nature, considered to be sufficient to ‘require’ an 
elected member to leave chambers, should therefore require elected members to fulfil 
their duties and vote on matters and not have the option of leaving the room and not 
voting.  
 
J6 is also not support as it appears to be an additional layer of requirement which is not 
considered necessary and does not represent to add any significant additional value. 
 

Supplementary Questions (Proposal 7.11 – Regulation 11): 
1. Would a register of enduring interests provide adequate transparency? 
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2. Should Regulation 11 provide for the situation where a council member 
wishes to contribute to the discussion but feels that they may be unable to 
vote impartially and wishes to leave the meeting before the vote? 

3. Should council members be required to disclose, prior to discussion on a 
matter concerning an activity involving a local government discretion (as 
defined in Regulation 12), whether they have been in communication with the 
person seeking the local government authorisation or commercial dealing?  
This would not include merely receiving unsolicited correspondence and 
promotional material. 

 
Response: Per above comment 
 
1. Not in isolation 
2. No, should be relatively clear, either have an interest which precludes from entire 

process or impartiality interest exists only, consequently able to contribute and 
vote. 

3. Yes, this would contribute to the transparency of council decision making.  
 
 
K. Proposal 7.12 – Regulation 12 
 

1. Insert a new definition of “nominal gift” in Regulation 12(1), to include the 
following: 
a) occasional hospitality of a modest nature received in the course of 

performing the role of council member, such as: 
b) meetings to discuss official business concerning the local government, 
c) information sharing and professional development events (such as 

forums, seminars or workshops), 
d) an event at which the council member has been invited to speak or 

present,  
e) social events organised by the council, a government body or a 

community group;  
f) attendance at a function as an invited representative of the local 

government or council; or 
g) single small promotional items of no commercial value; or 
h) modest, “one-off” expressions of gratitude or appreciation such as 

confectionery, flowers or single bottles of moderately priced alcohol. 
2. In sub regulation 12(1), exclude nominal gifts from the definitions of “notifiable 

gift” and “prohibited gift”. 
3. In sub regulation 12(2), add “financial or other contribution to travel” to the 

things that a council member must not accept from a person undertaking, 
seeking to undertake or likely to be intending to undertake an activity involving 
a local government discretion. 

4. Insert a new sub regulation to provide for the situation of council members 
who have accepted a gift in the belief that the giver was not undertaking, 
seeking to undertake or intending to undertake an activity involving local 
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government discretion, and who become aware within six months of accepting 
the gift that their assumption was inaccurate.  Council members would be 
required to rescind their acceptance (if the gift had not yet been received) or 
return (if practical) a prohibited gift or to notify the CEO of a notifiable gift or a 
non-returnable prohibited gift, as soon as practicable.   

5. Provide for the CEO, at the request of a council member, to record declined or 
returned gifts. 

6. Insert a new sub regulation to clarify that this regulation does not apply to 
ceremonial gifts received by a council member on behalf of the council.  A 
ceremonial gift is an item presented to the local government as a mark of 
respect, commemoration or appreciation, usually from another government 
entity or an organisation, and ownership is held by the local government. 

7. Clarify that when a gift is presented to the council, and that gift or part of the 
gift is then provided to a council member for their personal benefit, it is to be 
treated as though the council member had accepted the gift directly from the 
giver.  If the gift meets the definition of a notifiable gift, then Regulation 12(3) 
applies. 

 
Comment: Support. 

 
Supplementary Questions (Proposal 7.12 – Regulation 12): 
1. Is there a need to amend or clarify the “10 day rule” and the date from which it 

should be calculated?  If so, what would be a practical provision? 
2. Is there a need to address the issue of a donor seeking to influence a council 

member by making a gift or donation to a person, group, organisation or 
cause in which the council member has a significant interest?  If so, how 
should this be managed? 

 
Response: 
 
1. No 
2. No 
 
L. Proposal 7.14 – improving understanding 
 

1. The Panel, with the assistance of the Department, is advised to publish 
advisory standards to assist in the interpretation of the Rules of Conduct and 
describe the types of conduct that would or would not be found to be a minor 
breach by way of examples drawn from Panel determinations. 

2. Training materials for Complaints Officers need to be developed under the 
auspices of the Local Government Governance Roundtable (Department, Local 
Government Managers Association and WA Local Government Association), 
and offered to all local governments through existing training providers and 
products. 

 
Comment: Support 
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M. Proposal 8.1 – improving processing times 
 

1. Provide mechanisms to help prospective complainants determine whether they 
have valid grounds for alleging a contravention resulting in a minor breach and 
guidance on describing a contravention. 

2. Replace the current complaint form with a more structured version that 
requests the specific information needed to demonstrate the essential elements 
of a contravention for each regulation, and to advise the outcome of any 
dispute resolution processes undertaken.  There is potential to regulate 
information requirements under section 5.107(2)(d) of the Act. 

3. Provide guidance material to complaints officers. 
4. Develop guidance for local governments concerning treatment of complaints 

that are not made in accordance with the Act.  
5. Establish and enforce timeframes for receipt of responses of parties to 

information requests.   
6. Introduce a prioritisation system for complaints received by the Panel, based on 

the significance of the potential consequences for local government, the extent 
to which the conduct indicates deliberate intent rather than poor judgement, 
and whether there has been a pattern of inappropriate behaviour and 
complaints made against that council member 

7. Further simplify and streamline Panel reports on findings and decisions, 
consistent with the needs of the audience. 

 
Comment: Support  
 

Supplementary Questions (Proposal 8.1): 
1. How should complaints of minor breach be ranked so that matters 

significant to the good operation of the local government are 
prioritised over inconsequential matters? 

2. What information do complainants, council members and Complaints 
Officers require in Panel reports on findings of whether a minor breach 
has occurred and decisions about the sanction to be applied? 

 
Response 
1. No they shouldn’t be ranked 
2. Unsure 
 
N. Proposal 8.2 – Improving efficiency  
 

1.  In the longer term, consider amending the Act to align the handling of minor 
breach complaints with the current serious breach complaint process to create 
a single pathway for receipt of breach complaints.  

2.  Under this model, complaints of minor breach would initially be sent by 
complaints officers to the CEO of the Department, who, on the advice of the 
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Department, would decide whether to make an allegation of minor breach to the 
Standards Panel. 

 
Comment: Support 
 

Supplementary Question (Proposal 8.2): 
1. Would a single centralised pathway for receiving both minor and serious 

complaints result in any risks for local government that would need to be 
managed? 

 
Response 
1. No 
 
O. Proposal 8.3 – Improving transparency 
 

1. Publish standards panel procedures, practices and basis for making decisions, 
setting out or providing for: 
a) The main objectives of the Panel: resolve complaints quickly, fairly, with as 

little formality and technicality as practicable and to minimise costs; 
b) The ways in which the Panel will ensure procedural fairness, including 

timeframes for responses to requests for information; 
c) The way in which the Panel will have regard to the general interests of local 

government in WA, and the matters it will take into account;  
d) Criteria used to prioritise complaints; 
e) The Panel’s privacy policy;  
f) The nature and weight of the evidence that the Panel requires from 

complainants to determine the standard of proof as required by section 
5.106 of the Act; 

g) How the Panel will treat frivolous, vexatious and trivial complaints; 
h) Key regulatory terms and how the Panel interprets them in making its 

findings; and 
i) Circumstances under which hearings will be held, and processes for 

requesting a hearing. 
 

Comment: Support 
 

Supplementary Questions (Proposal 8.3): 
1. Should the Panel’s practices and procedures be regulated under Schedule 5.1 

of the Act, such as a simplified version of Part 4, Divisions 1 and 2 of the State 
Administrative Tribunal Act 2004, or is it sufficient to publish these on the 
website as an information document? 

2. Should local governments and parties to a complaint be able to track the 
progress of a complaint to provide more certainty about timelines and 
manage expectations? 

 
Response 
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1. Sufficient to publish on website as information 
2. Yes 
 
P. Proposal 8.4 – Improving effectiveness: 
 

1.  Provide discretion for the local government to decide how to publish a public 
censure notice or public apology ordered by the Panel, within the parameters of 
reasonable public exposure and audience reach.   

2.  In future, consider amending the Act to provide the Panel with a greater range 
of actions following a finding that a minor breach was committed, including an 
option to impose no sanction. 

3.  The Standards Panel specifically make reference in its reports to how it has 
given regard to the interests of local government in its deliberations on minor 
breach allegations. 

 
Comment: Support 
 

Supplementary Questions (Proposal 8.4): 
1. Should the local government be permitted to recoup the cost of implementing a 

sanction from the council member on whom the sanction was imposed? 
2. What matters should be taken into account by the Standards Panel in having 

regard to the general interests of local government when deliberating on minor 
breach complaints? 

 
Response 
1. Yes 
2. Matters regards the interests of the local government including reputation of the 

local government and the local government industry, impact on the ability of the 
local government to function efficiently and effectively 

 
Q. Proposal 8.5 – Improving educational value 
 

1. A simple on-line searchable database of anonymised summaries of findings 
should be established, demonstrating common complaints, formatted as 
“frequently asked questions” or case studies, and keep it updated as new 
issues arise for use in training.  

2. Establish a process to identify implications arising from Panel or SAT 
determinations of minor breach complaints involving common local government 
practices, and ensure that local government is alerted to those implications. 

 
Comment: Support 
 
R. Proposal 9.2 – Mediation 
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1. All local governments with access to professional mediation services are 
encouraged to offer mediation opportunities to people contemplating a 
complaint under the minor breach framework.   

2. Amend the complaint form to require complainants to advise what action they 
have taken to resolve their concerns, and the outcome of that action, or 
alternatively to explain why they have not made use of alternative resolution 
processes. 
 

Comment: Support 
 

Supplementary Questions (Proposal 9.2): 
1. Do local governments find mediation processes involving council members 

useful for matters other than minor breach complaints?   
2. What are the implications of diverting some prospective minor breach 

complainants to alternative resolution processes?  
3. Would there be benefits in having a centralised pool of suitably qualified 

mediators selected through a competitive merit process and remunerated at a 
standard rate, possibly managed through bodies such as WALGA or regional 
councils? 
 

Response 
 
1. No comment 
2. Could provide positive outcomes in the context of having matters dealt with 

‘internally’ and provide an opportunity to a conciliatory approach 
3. Yes   
 
S. Proposal 10.1 Amendments for future consideration - time limit for minor 

breach complaints: 
 

Amend sections 5.107(4) and 5.109(2) to reduce the time limit for complaints to be 
made from two years to three months after the alleged breach, with provision for 
extension at the Department CEO’s discretion. 
 
Amend s.5.108(3) to reduce the time limit to 12 months, to recognise that it may 
not be clear that the breach is minor rather than serious until an investigation has 
been undertaken. 
 

Comment: Support 
 

Supplementary Question (Proposal 10.1): 
1. Should the time limit for submitting a complaint of minor breach be three or six 

months? 
2. On what basis should an extension of the time limit be granted? 

 
Response: 
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1. 3 months 
2. Only extenuating personal circumstances, such as ill health 
 

RECOMMENDATION / COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute No:  C.2639 
 
Moved:  Cr Proud 
Seconded:  Cr Rumjantsev 
 
That Council; 
 
1. Makes the following submission in relation to the proposed amendments to 

the Local Government (Rules of conduct) regulation; 
A. Proposal  7.2 – Regulation 3   Support 
B. Proposal  7.3 – Regulation 4   Support 
C. Proposal  7.4 – Regulation 6   Support 
D. Proposal  7.5 – Regulation 7   Support 
E. Proposal 7.6 – Regulation 8   Support 
F. Proposal 7.7 – Regulation 9   Support 
G. Proposal 7.8 – Regulation 10   Not Support 1A, Support 

       remainder 
H. Proposal 7.9 – New Regulation   Support, extending to social   

       media 
I. Proposal 7.10 – New regulation   Support 
J. Proposal 7.11 – Regulation 11   Not Support 5 or 6, Support 

       remainder 
K. Proposal 7.12 – Regulation 12   Support 
L. Proposal 7.14 – improving understanding Support 
M. Proposal 8.1 – improving processing times Support 
N. Proposal 8.2 – Improving efficiency   Support 
O. Proposal 8.3 – Improving transparency Support 
P. Proposal 8.4 – Improving effectiveness Support 
Q. Proposal 8.5 – Improving educational value Support 
R. Proposal  9.2 – Mediation   Support 
S. Proposal 10.1 Amendments for future  

consideration - time limit for minor breach  
complaints      Support 

 
2. Provides the responses to the ‘supplementary questions’; 

B. Proposal  7.3 – Regulation 4 
1. No significant risk of repealing regulation 4 as the proposed new 

regulation adequately deals with the issue of behaviour at Council 
meetings. 
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C. Proposal  7.4 – Regulation 6 
1. Yes 
2. No 
3. Resolution made at closed meetings should be explicitly excluded 

from the application of sub regulation 6(2) (b) as it appears to only 
provide a further level of complexity which could lead to confusion for 
elected members in the interpretation and application of this clause. 

 
D. Proposal  7.5 – Regulation 7  

1. No not specifically 
 

E. Proposal 7.6 – Regulation 8  
1. It appears as though the definitions of resource and use are   

sufficient; 
2. Yes authorisation should be restricted per supplementary   question 2; 
3. Yes it would appear prudent, for the sake of clarity, to explicitly 

exempt the use of publically available local government resources. 
 

F. Proposal 7.7 – Regulation 9 
1. Staff are of the view that the definition of administration is as clear as 

can be expected. 
2. It is also considered prudent, from the perspective of staff, to require 

the authorisation for the involvement in administration to be initiated 
by the CEO. 

 
G. Proposal 7.8 – Regulation 10 

1. Yes, although in the context of not supporting 1a of the proposed 
legislative change 

2. No 
3. No 
4. Yes, it may be prudent 
5. No 

 
H. Proposal 7.9 – New Regulation  

1. Yes 
2. No 
3. Yes 
4. Immediately (1 hour) 
5. May be time consuming and complex from an administration 

perspective. From an elected member perspective it may appear to be 
overly prescriptive and considered unnecessarily onerous. 

6. All the time 
 

I. Proposal 7.10 – New regulation 
1. Yes 
2. No 
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J. Proposal 7.11 – Regulation 11 

1. Not in isolation 
2. No, should be relatively clear, either have an interest which precludes 

from entire process or impartiality interest exists only, consequently 
able to contribute and vote. 

3. Yes, this would contribute to the transparency of council decision 
making. 

 
K. Proposal 7.12 – Regulation 12 

1. No 
2. No 

 
M. Proposal 8.1 – improving processing times 

1. No they shouldn’t be ranked 
2. Unsure 

 
N. Proposal 8.2 – Improving efficiency 

1. No 
 

O. Proposal 8.3 – Improving transparency   
1. Sufficient to publish on website as information 
2. Yes 

 
P. Proposal 8.4 – Improving effectiveness   

1. Yes 
2. Matters regards the interests of the local government including 

reputation of the local government and the local government industry, 
impact on the ability of the local government to function efficiently and 
effectively 

 
R. Proposal  9.2 – Mediation 

1. No comment 
2. Could provide positive outcomes in the context of having matters dealt 

with ‘internally’ and provide an opportunity to a conciliatory approach 
3. Yes 

 
S. Proposal 10.1 Amendments for future consideration - time limit for minor 

breach complaints 
1. 3 months 
2. Only extenuating personal circumstances, such as ill health 

 
CARRIED 9/0 
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ATTACHMENT  
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13.2. DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

13.2.1 REQUEST TO ADOPT FOR ADVERTISING DRAFT LOCAL PLANNING 
POLICY NO.20 ‘ADVERTISING OF PLANNING PROPOSALS’ 

Name of Applicant: Internal Report 
 

Name of Owner: N/A 
File Ref: 13.1.1.19 
Officer: Chadd Hunt / Kobus Nieuwoudt 
Officer Interest: Nil 
Policy: Planning & Development Act 2005 

Shire of Northam Local Planning Scheme No.6 
Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) 
Regulations 2015 

Voting: Simple Majority 
Date: 5 February 2016 

 
PURPOSE 
 
For Council to adopt for advertising Draft Shire of Northam Local Planning Policy No.20 
‘Advertising of Planning Proposals’. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The deemed provisions for local planning schemes and the Planning and Development 
Act 2005 (the Act) require the Shire to advertise certain planning proposals. 
 
In many cases, the type and length of advertising is prescribed. However, there is 
usually a need for the Shire to exercise discretion on the extent and the methods used 
to advertise a proposal. 
 
The Policy will clarify the method and extent of advertising for various planning 
proposals in order to provide consistency in how proposals of a similar nature are dealt 
with by the Shire. 
 
The proposed draft Policy is included in Attachment 1. 
 
Application of the Policy 
 
This Policy will apply to: 

 Applications for Development Approval made under Part 7 of the deemed 
provisions for local planning schemes; 

 Structure Plans proposed under Part 4 of the deemed provisions for local 
planning schemes; 
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 Local Planning Policies made under Part 2 of the deemed provisions for local 
planning schemes; and 

 Amendments to the Scheme proposed under Part 5, Division 4 of the Act. 
 
Policy Exclusions 
 
This Policy will not cover the following types of proposals: 

 Applications for Single House and Outbuilding R-Codes Approval made under 
Part 5 of the R-Codes, for which the process outlined in the R-Codes applies; 

 Subdivision and amalgamation proposals made under Part 10 of the Act; and 
 Extraordinary planning proposals, such as Local Planning Strategies, Review of 

the Local Planning Scheme, for which specific advertising will be identified at the 
appropriate time. 

 
Objectives of the Policy 
 
The objectives of this Policy are to ensure: 

 Appropriate consultation occurs on planning proposals commensurate with the 
expectations of the community; 

 The level of advertising of similar types of proposals is consistent over time; and 
 Advertising of proposals is used as part of a meaningful community consultation 

process. 
 
Policy Measures 
 
The Policy establishes 5 levels of advertising of planning proposals as follows (refer 
Table 5.1 in the Policy): 
 
Level Advertising Required Type of Advertising Minimum 

Advertising 
Period 

1 None.  
This level is used where no variation to a standard 
requirement is necessary in order to approve a 
proposal. 

N/A N/A 

2 Owners of properties that abut the proposal site or 
are located opposite and are affected by a variation 
to standard requirements, such as a setback 
relaxation.  
The intent of this level is to limit advertising to those 
immediately affected by a variation to a standard 
requirement rather than inform of a development as a 
whole. 

Postal 14 days 

3 All owners of properties that abut or are located 
opposite the proposal site.  
The intent of this level is to inform the immediate 
vicinity of an impending development. 
The immediate vicinity will generally be determined 
as those properties that share a common boundary 

Postal 
Sign on Site (if ‘A’ use 
or a ‘use not listed’ in 
the zoning table of the 

Scheme) 

14 days 
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with the proposal site, or would share a common 
boundary if a road reserve or other public place is 
removed. 

4 All owners of properties in the nearby vicinity. 
The nearby vicinity will generally be determined as 
those properties either wholly or partly within: 

 250m radius of the centre of the proposal 
site in urban areas; or  

 500m radius of the centre of the proposal 
site in rural or rural residential areas; or 

 1,000m radius of the centre of the proposal 
site for proposed Industry – Extractive or 
Industry – Mining. 

Postal 
 

Sign on Site (if ‘A’ use 
or a ‘use not listed’ in 
the zoning table of the 

Scheme) 
 

Newspaper (if ‘A’ use or 
a ‘use not listed’ in the 

zoning table of the 
Scheme) 

14 days 

5 All owners of properties in the locality. 
The locality will generally be determined as those 
properties either wholly or partly within the gazetted 
townsite or locality in which the proposal is located. 

Postal 
 

Sign on Site (if ‘A’ use 
in Scheme) 

 
Newspaper (if ‘A’ use in 

Scheme) 

21 days 

 
Table 5.2 of the Policy outlines the level of advertising to be used for certain 
Applications for Development Approval as follows: 
 
Use / Proposal Advertising 

Level 
Any use listed as ‘P’ or ‘D’ in the Zoning Table of the Scheme and:  

 No variation to a standard requirement is proposed. 1 
 A variation to setbacks, building height, retaining walls or similar minor 

variation is proposed. 
2 

 A variation to car parking, landscaping, plot ratio or similar significant 
variation is proposed. 

3 

 The proposal is for a Home occupation, Home Business, Home Store, Public 
Utility or Residential Building. 

3 

 Where the proposal is for Workers Accommodation. 4 
 Where the proposal is for a development within the Commercial zone with a 

value of greater $7 million. 
4 plus sign 

on site 
Any use listed as ‘A’ in the Zoning Table or is development and/or a ‘use not listed’ in 
the Scheme and: 

 

 No variation to a standard requirement is proposed. 3 
 Where one or more variations to standard requirements are proposed. 4 
 Where a proposal is considered by the Shire to have an effect upon the 

locality. 
5 

 Where the proposal is for a Child Care Premises, Community Purpose, 
Consulting Rooms, Industry – Cottage or Nursing Home. 

3 

 Where the proposal is for a Place of Worship, or a Restaurant. 4 
 Where the proposal is for Workers Accommodation or Industry – Extractive. 5 

An Application for Development Approval for a non-exempt advertisement under 
Schedule 5 of the Scheme. 

1 

Extensions and Changes to a Non-Conforming Use. 3 plus 
Councillors 

An Application for Development Approval for parking commercial vehicles pursuant to 2 
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Use / Proposal Advertising 
Level 

Clause 5.20 of the Scheme. 
Please note the draft Policy clearly allows for no consultation to occur for ‘P’ and ‘D’ 
uses where there is no variation to standard Scheme, Policy or R-Code requirements. 
 
STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 
 
Statutory basis for preparation of local planning policies 
 
Local Planning Policies are provided for in Part 2, Division 2, Clause 3 of Schedule 2 of 
the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 (‘the 
Regulations’). Clause 3(1) states that a local government may prepare a local planning 
policy in respect of any matter relating to the planning and development of the Scheme 
area.  
 
In accordance with clause 3(2) of the Regulations a local planning policy – 
 
(a) may apply generally or in respect of a particular class or classes of matters specified 

in the policy; and 
(b) may apply to the whole of the Scheme area or to part or parts of the Scheme area 

specified in the policy. 
 
In accordance with clause 3(3) of the Regulations a local planning policy must be based 
on sound town planning principles and may address either strategic or operational 
considerations in relation to the matters to which the policy applies. 
 
Clause 3(4) of the Regulations gives the local government the ability to amend or repeal 
a local planning policy and clause 3(5) determines that the local government must have 
regard to each local planning policy to the extent that the policy is consistent with the 
Scheme. 
 
Procedure for making local planning policy 
 
If a local government resolves to prepare a local planning policy, the local government 
must follow the procedure under clause 4(1) up to and including clause 4(6) of the 
Regulations as follows: 
 

“(1) If the local government resolves to prepare a local planning policy the 
local government must, unless the Commission otherwise agrees, 
advertise the proposed policy as follows — 

 
(a) publish a notice of the proposed policy in a newspaper circulating in 

the Scheme area, giving details of — 
(i) the subject and nature of the proposed policy; and 
(ii) the objectives of the proposed policy; and 
(iii) where the proposed policy may be inspected; and 
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(iv) to whom, in what form and during what period submissions in 
relation to the proposed policy may be made; 

 
(b) if, in the opinion of the local government, the policy is inconsistent 

with any State planning policy, give notice of the proposed policy to 
the Commission; 

(c) give notice of the proposed policy in any other way and carry out 
any other consultation the local government considers appropriate. 

 
(2) The period for making submissions in relation to a local planning policy 

must not be less than a period of 21 days commencing on the day on 
which the notice of the policy is published under subclause (1)(a). 

 
(3) After the expiry of the period within which submissions may be made, 

the local government must — 
(a) review the proposed policy in the light of any submissions made; 
and 
(b) resolve to — 

(i) proceed with the policy without modification; or 
(ii) proceed with the policy with modification; or 
(iii) not to proceed with the policy. 

 
(4) If the local government resolves to proceed with the policy, the local 

government must publish notice of the policy in a newspaper circulating 
in the Scheme area. 

 
(5) A policy has effect on publication of a notice under subclause (4). 
 
(6) The local government — 

(a) must ensure that an up-to-date copy of each local planning policy 
made under this Scheme is kept and made available for public 
inspection during business hours at the offices of the local 
government; and 

(b) may publish a copy of each of those local planning policies on the 
website of the local government.” 

 
Should Council resolve to adopt the draft Policy for advertising, subclause 4(1)(a) will be 
undertaken in late February 2016, with the matter returned to Council for consideration 
of subclause 4(3) of the Regulations at the April 2016 Ordinary Meeting. 
 
CONFORMITY WITH THE STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PLAN 
 
OBJECTIVE P2:  Accessible and legible communities. 
 
BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
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There will be approximately $300.00 of advertising costs. 
 
OFFICER’S COMMENT 
The Policy is designed to streamline advertising processes. This will reduce the time 
taken to assess proposals as well as clarify the financial liability to both the applicant 
and Council for advertising costs. Reducing the time taken for assessing development 
proposals has been identified by both government and industry as one method in 
directly reducing costs associated with development. 
 
The Policy is designed to clearly identify to applicants, Council and the community when 
advertising of planning proposals will occur and to whom the advertising will be directed. 
This will ensure that the level of consultation is commensurate with community 
expectations and that those that may be affected have the opportunity to provide input 
into the decision-making process. 
 
RECOMMENDATION / COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute No: C.2640 
 
Moved: Cr Williams 
Seconded: Cr Little 
 
That Council prepare Local Planning Policy No.20 ‘Advertising of Planning 
Proposals’ for the purposes of advertising for public comment under Part 2, 
Division 2, subclause 4(1)(a) of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development 
(Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 in accordance with the document that 
formed the subject of Attachment 1 of this report. 

CARRIED 9/0 
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Cr J E G Williams declared an “Impartiality” interest in item 13.2.2 - Final Adoption of 
Revised Local Planning Policy 5 - Use of Sea Containers and Other Similar Storage 
Structures as she has permanent sea containers on one of her block. 

13.2.2 FINAL ADOPTION OF REVISED LOCAL PLANNING POLICY 5 - USE OF SEA 
CONTAINERS AND OTHER SIMILAR STORAGE STRUCTURES 

Name of Applicant: N/A 
Name of Owner: N/A  
File Ref: 3.1.8.21 
Officer: Chadd Hunt / Kobus Nieuwoudt 
Officer Interest: Nil 
Policy: Local Planning Scheme No.6 

Planning & Development Act 2005 
Planning Regulations 2015 

Voting: Simple Majority 
Date: 5 February 2016   
 
PURPOSE 
 
Council is asked to adopt the review Shire of Northam Local Planning Policy No.5 – Use 
of Sea Containers & Other Similar Storage Structures (the Policy). 
 
It is recommended Council resolve to adopt the amended Policy without modification. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Background of Key Dates and Determinations 
The purpose of this report is to request that Council adopt in final the proposed 
amendments to No.5 – Use of Sea Containers & Other Similar Storage Structures. 
 
Council adopted Local Planning Policy No.5 ‘Use of Sea Containers & Other Similar 
Storage Structures’ at its Ordinary Meeting held on 18th December 2013.  
 
A copy of the Policy in its current guise is attached (refer to Attachment 1). 
 
While the Policy has operated reasonably well since its adoption, officers have, 
however, identified a number of shortcomings that is required to be addressed. These 
generally relate to matters such as structure of the Policy, matters the Policy is currently 
silent on (sea containers exempted from development approval) and the general lack of 
guidance for officers when assessing development proposals for sea containers in the 
“Commercial”, “Mixed Use”, “Development” and “Tourist” zones or on Reserves. 
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The revised Policy (Attachment 2) seeks to address these and other issues in the 
following manner by:- 
 

 Removing ambiguous statements and statements of a ‘general nature’ in the 
current Policy. For example, the current Policy states that the location of sea 
containers or other similar structures will generally not be permitted in the 
“Commercial”, “Mixed Use”, “Development” and “Tourist” zones or on Reserves. 
While the intent of that provision is understood, the current Policy doesn’t make it 
clear the matters/criteria officers are required to consider when assessing the 
application (refer Clause 5.4 of the Revised Policy). The revised Policy now 
addresses this issue by citing the criteria officers will consider as part of its 
assessment and determination. 

 Changing the format of the Policy to improve readability, interpretation and 
implementation; 

 Clarifying when sea containers and similar storage containers are exempted from 
Development Approval (Clause 2.3); 

 Citing the relationship of the Policy to other Local Planning Policies (Clause 2.4); 
 Improving the primary objectives of the Policy (Clause 3); 
 Clarifying when applications for Development Approval for sea containers will be 

granted delegated Development Approval (Clause 4.1); 
 Clarifying when applications for Development Approval for sea containers will 

require full Council approval (Clause 4.2); 
 Including a statement that applications for Development Approval for sea 

containers are not permitted on any land zoned ‘Residential’ under Council’s 
Local Planning Scheme No.6 (Clause 5.1); 

 Including a statement that applications for Development Approval for sea 
containers in the Rural Residential and Rural Smallholding Zones will be granted 
temporary Development Approval only (Clause 5.2); and 

 Including a statement that applications for Development Approval for sea 
containers in the Rural, General Industry and Light and Service Industry Zones 
will be granted full Development Approval subject to the matters listed subclauses 
5.3.1 up to and including subclause 5.3.4 (Clause 5.4); 

 
The Policy review was presented to Council at its December Ordinary Meeting of 
Council, where Council resolved the following; 
 

That Council resolve to;  
 
That Council adopt for advertising revised Local Planning Policy No.5 ‘Use of Sea 
Containers & Other Similar Storage Structures’ under Part 2, Division 2, subclause 
4(1)(a) of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) 
Regulations 2015 in accordance with the document that formed the subject of 
Appendix 2 of this report. 
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Following the December Ordinary Council Meeting, the Policy was advertised for public 
comment. Public consultation commenced on the 14 January 2016 and closed on the 4 
February 2016, a total of 3 submissions were received. 
 
STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 
 
Statutory basis for preparation of local planning policies 
 
Local Planning Policies are provided for in Part 2, Division 2, Clause 3 of Schedule 2 of 
the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015  
 
(‘The Regulations’). Clause 3(1) states that a local government may prepare a local 
planning policy in respect of any matter relating to the planning and development of the 
Scheme area.  
 
In accordance with clause 3(2) of the Regulations a local planning policy – 
 

(a) may apply generally or in respect of a particular class or classes of matters 
specified in the policy; and 

(b) may apply to the whole of the Scheme area or to part or parts of the Scheme area 
specified in the policy. 

 
In accordance with clause 3(3) of the Regulations a local planning policy must be based 
on sound town planning principles and may address either strategic or operational 
considerations in relation to the matters to which the policy applies. 
 
Clause 3(4) of the Regulations gives the local government the ability to amend or repeal 
a local planning policy and clause 3(5) determines that the local government must have 
regard to each local planning policy to the extent that the policy is consistent with the 
Scheme. 
 
Procedure for making local planning policy 
 
If a local government resolves to prepare a local planning policy, the local government 
must follow the procedure under clause 4(1) up to and including clause 4(6) of the 
Regulations as follows: 
 

“(1) If the local government resolves to prepare a local planning policy the 
local government must, unless the Commission otherwise agrees, 
advertise the proposed policy as follows — 

 
(a) publish a notice of the proposed policy in a newspaper circulating in 

the Scheme area, giving details of — 
(i) the subject and nature of the proposed policy; and 
(ii) the objectives of the proposed policy; and 
(iii) where the proposed policy may be inspected; and 
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(iv) to whom, in what form and during what period submissions in 
relation to the proposed policy may be made; 

 
(b) if, in the opinion of the local government, the policy is inconsistent 

with any State planning policy, give notice of the proposed policy to 
the Commission; 

(c) give notice of the proposed policy in any other way and carry out 
any other consultation the local government considers appropriate. 

 
(2) The period for making submissions in relation to a local planning policy 

must not be less than a period of 21 days commencing on the day on 
which the notice of the policy is published under subclause (1)(a). 

 
(3) After the expiry of the period within which submissions may be made, 

the local government must — 
(a) review the proposed policy in the light of any submissions made; 
and 
(b) resolve to — 

(i) proceed with the policy without modification; or 
(ii) proceed with the policy with modification; or 
(iii) not to proceed with the policy. 

 
(4) If the local government resolves to proceed with the policy, the local 

government must publish notice of the policy in a newspaper circulating 
in the Scheme area. 

 
(5) A policy has effect on publication of a notice under subclause (4). 
 
(6) The local government — 

(a) must ensure that an up-to-date copy of each local planning policy 
made under this Scheme is kept and made available for public 
inspection during business hours at the offices of the local 
government; and 

(b) may publish a copy of each of those local planning policies on the 
website of the local government.” 

 
CONFORMITY WITH COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
OBJECTIVE P2:  Accessible and legible communities. 
 
BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
 
There will be approximately $300.00 of advertising costs. 
 
PUBLIC CONSULTATION  
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Public consultation was undertaken for a period of 21 days closing 4th February 2016. A 
total of three submissions were received raising a variety of comments generally in 
support of the use of sea containers, which have been responded to, as shown in the 
attached Schedule of Submissions.  
 
OFFICER’S COMMENT   
 
The use of sea containers as domestic storage structures has become increasingly 
prevalent within the Rural Residential, Rural Smallholdings and Rural zones within the 
Shire of Northam. However, the inappropriate placement and use of sea containers can 
have an undesirable impact upon the character amenity and rural landscape values of 
the Shire.  
 
This policy is proposing amendments with the intention of providing clear guidance on 
the size, location and use of sea containers that is permitted by zone.  The revised 
Policy has also been designed to improve readability, interpretation and implementation. 
It is considered the revised Policy is an improvement over the current Policy and will 
improve decision-making, resulting in better outcomes for the Shire. 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
That Council; 
 

1. In accordance with Part 2, Division 2, Clause 3(b)(i) of Schedule 2 of the 
Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 
adopt the proposed amendments to Local Planning Policy 5 – Use of Sea 
Containers and Other Similar Storage Structures subject to the following 
modification; 

i. The words ‘property’ be replaced with ‘Certificate of Title’ in section 
5.2.1, 5.3.1 and 5.4.1 as highlighted in the attached advertised Local 
Planning Policy 5. 

 
2. Publish a notice in the local newspaper advertising the final adoption of 

Local Planning Policy 5 - Use of Sea Containers and Other Similar Storage 
Structures in accordance with Part 2, Division 2, Clause 4(4) of Schedule 2 
of the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 
2015. 

CARRIED 
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Cr Williams gave notice of intention to move the following alternative motion; 
 
MOTION / COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute No:  C.2641 
 
Moved: Cr Williams 
Seconded: Cr Antonio 
 
That Council; 
 

1. In accordance with Part 2, Division 2, Clause 3(b)(i) of Schedule 2 of the 
Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulation 2015, 
adopt the proposed amendments to Local Planning Policy 5 - Use of Sea 
Containers and Other Similar Storage Structures with the following 
modifications: 

 
(i) Part 5 Policy Measures - 5.2 Rural Residential and Rural 

Smallholding Zones - The Local Government may grant temporary 
development approval for a period of up to 12 months, or permanent 
approval, for the use of sea containers or similar storage containers 
on any land zoned 'Rural Residential' or 'Rural Smallholding' subject 
to the following conditions: (with conditions 5.2.1-5.2.5 to remain 
unchanged). 

(ii) The words ‘property’ be replaced with ‘Certificate of Title’ in section 
5.2.1, 5.3.1 and 5.4.1 as highlighted in the attached advertised Local 
Planning Policy 5. 

 
2. Publish a notice in the local newspaper advertising the final adoption of 

Local Planning Policy 5 - Use of Sea Containers and Other Similar Storage 
Structures in accordance with Part 2, Division 2, Clause 4(4) of Schedule 2 
of the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 
2015. 

CARRIED 7/2 
 
Reason for change to Officer’s Recommendation 
 
Council believed that the adjustment would better reflect the overall Policy intent and will 
encourage development and approvals. It is believed that this may resolve issues 
around enforcement as residents may be more likely to improve the aesthetic 
appearance if a permanent approval can be granted rather than a 12 month temporary 
approval. 
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Shire of Northam Local Planning Scheme No.6 
Review of Local Planning Policy 5 - Use of Sea Containers & Other Similar Storage Structures 

Schedule of Submissions 
No Name Summary of Submission Key Themes 

Identified in 
Submission 

Officers Comment 

1 Barrie Price  
Lot 269 Jose 
Road, Bakers 
Hill 
 
Received 
20/1/16 

Although we don’t have a container at present, I would 
like to have that option available to me. Transportable 
buildings are a common contemporary construction 
method, including man houses in this Shire. Shipping 
containers can be considered a transportable building, 
but they have a distinct aesthetic downside. Given the 
structural integrity and other advantages including 
fire/vermin/theft resistance, I would advocate for them 
to be considered as other buildings. I urge you to look 
at how they’ve been innovatively used in the Pilbara as 
anything from sheds to clusters of 4 or more, reclad 
and with a pitched roof to make a strong, attractive 
home. Objectively considered, a repurposed container 
can be attractive or ugly, but it is clear that they have a 
place in contemporary construction if repurposed 
thoughtfully. The Shire should embrace this modern 
construction medium, but discriminate between the 
good, the bad and the inappropriate.  

Support the 
use of sea 
containers 
where 
appropriate.  

The submission is noted.  
 
LPP5 supports the use of sea containers within the Rural Smallholding, 
Rural Residential on a temporary basis up to 12 months and the Rural 
and Industrial zones throughout the Shire where it can be demonstrates 
that their visual impact can be satisfactorily mitigated.  
 
The Shire recognises that sea containers can be used as an innovative 
method to construct a dwelling or other building. Should an application 
be received for a dwelling to be constructed using sea containers, it 
would be assessed as a single house under Local Planning Scheme 
No.6 and relevant State and Local Planning Policies. 
 
Any proposal would be carefully assessed to ensure that the proposed 
dwelling is aesthetically appealing would be required to be advertised to 
surrounding land owners for comment.  

2 Robert Mellor 
127 Tamma 
Road, Bakers 
Hill  
 
Received 
22/1/16  

I don’t have a sea container on my property but could 
do in the future. My neighbour has got one and many 
other residents do and no problems. I do not have a 
problem with them as long as they are out of sight as 
much as possible.  

Support the 
use of sea 
containers.  

The submission is noted.  
 
LPP5 supports the use of sea containers within the Rural Smallholding, 
Rural Residential on a temporary basis up to 12 months and the Rural 
and Industrial zones throughout the Shire where it can be demonstrates 
that their visual impact can be satisfactorily mitigated.  

3 Tara Meling  
125 Tamma 
Road, Bakers 
Hill  
Received 
27/1/16  

I am a private citizen and I purchased my property with 
a sea container on it. I have no issue with anyone else 
wanting a sea container on their property. I fully agree 
with the use of sea containers on Rural/Rural 
Residential locations.  

Support the 
use of sea 
containers.  

The submission is noted.  
 
LPP5 supports the use of sea containers within the Rural Smallholding, 
Rural Residential on a temporary basis up to 12 months and the Rural 
and Industrial zones throughout the Shire where it can be demonstrates 
that their visual impact can be satisfactorily mitigated.  
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13.2.3 REQUEST TO ADOPT FOR READVERTISING REVISED VERSION OF DRAFT 
LOCAL PLANNING POLICY NO. 18 – HERITAGE PRECINCTS 

Name of Applicant: N/A 
Name of Owners: N/A 
File Ref: 3.1.11.1 
Officer: Chadd Hunt / Kobus Neuwoudt 
Officer Interest: Nil 
Policy: Nil 
Voting: Simple Majority 
Date: 5 February 2016 
 
PURPOSE 

For Council to consider changes to draft Local Planning Policy No.18 – Heritage 
Precincts (the Policy) that Council adopted for advertising at the Ordinary Council 
Meeting held on 17 June 2015. 
 
It is recommended Council amend the current version of the draft Policy in accordance 
with the officer’s recommendation and resolve to readvertise the draft revised Policy in 
accordance with clause 9(3) of the deemed provisions for local planning schemes for a 
period of 21 days. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 17 June 2015, Council resolved as follows in 
respect of Item 13.2.3: - 
 

“That Council; 
1. In accordance with Clause 7.2 of Local Planning Scheme No 6 endorse 

for public consultation purposes the Proposed Local Planning Policy 18 
– Fitzgerald Street Commercial and Civic Centre Heritage Precinct & 
Gordon Street Heritage Precinct; and 

2. Following the advertising procedures prescribed by the Scheme, refer 
the matter back to Council for final determination on the adoption (or 
otherwise) of the proposed Local Planning Policy. 

3. Amend the Fitzgerald Street Commercial and Civic Centre Heritage 
Precinct to include Peel Terrace (from Fitzgerald Street) up to, but not 
including the Railway Station and Auto Electrics 

4. Amend the Fitzgerald Street Commercial Heritage Precinct to include the 
area along Fitzgerald Street (from Peel Terrace) to the Railway Line.” 

 
Following amendment to the draft Policy to include those areas under Parts 3 and 4 of 
Council’s resolution, the revised Policy was advertised for public comments from 18 
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August 2015 until 18 September 2015. The draft Policy has been advertised in the local 
newspaper, Shire website and letters sent to affected landowners advising them that 
copies are available at the library and visitors centre in Northam. A copy of the ‘as 
advertised’ Policy is attached (Attachment 1). 
 
10 submissions were received during the public advertising period. 
 
Based on feedback officers have received, the draft Policy (as advertised) was 
considered to be overly cumbersome and difficult to follow. The original format and 
structure (which, essentially, are 2 separate policies) of the Policy extends over more 
than sixty (60) A4 pages. Taking this feedback on board staff have completely reviewed 
the document in an attempt to make it more concise and readable. 
 
In order to address the issues raised above staff have made the following adjustments: 
 

 Combining the central elements of the Fitzgerald Street Commercial & Civic 
Centre Heritage Precinct policy with corresponding central elements of the 
Gordon Street Residential Heritage Precinct policy; 

 Updating and combining the ‘statutory context’ section of both policies to accord 
with the current statutory planning framework (heritage precincts are no longer 
given statutory protection under Clause 7.2 of Council’s local planning scheme 
No.6. Heritage precincts/areas are now given statutory protection under Part 3 of 
the deemed provisions for local planning schemes of the Planning and 
Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 which came into force 
on 19 October 2015); 

 Including a statement that there is a relationship between the Policy and State 
Planning Policy 3.5 – Historic Heritage Conservation; 

 Including a statement in the Policy regarding the relationship of the Policy to other 
Local Planning Policies, Council’s Municipal Heritage Inventory and the 
Development Guidelines that apply to the respective heritage precincts; 

 Including a section regarding the purpose of the Heritage Precincts Policy in the 
structure of the Policy; 

 Removing the ‘definitions’ section from the Policy as they are deemed to be 
superfluous; 

 Dedicating a section of the Policy to material that has to accompany any 
application for development approval; 

 Including a statement that the Shire will seek to lead by example by managing its 
own property within the Policy Areas in accordance with the Policy; and 

 Moving the development guidelines for each heritage precinct to the back of the 
Policy as appendices. 

A copy of the draft revised Policy and associated appendices are attached (refer 
Attachments 2, 3 and 4). 
 



SHIRE OF NORTHAM 
MINUTES 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 17 FEBRUARY 2016 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

184 

Note: While changes to a document would normally be depicted with ‘track 
changes’ (markups), it is not possible in this instance as the changes to the 
original format of the Policy are considered to be too substantial to depict 
those changes with track changes in MS Word. 

 
Therefore, the dot points above is a summary of the changes that had been 
made by officers. In making those changes, officers wish to put it on record 
that, save for the omission of the definitions in the draft advertised Policy, 
nothing of substance had been removed from the Policy that would fetter 
with the purpose and intent of the Policy. 

 
STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 
 
Following recent changes to the Western Australian Planning Framework, heritage 
areas (precincts) are now given statutory protection under Part 3 of the deemed 
provisions for local planning schemes of the Planning and Development (Local Planning 
Schemes) Regulations 2015. The 2015 Regulations came into force on 19 October 
2015. 
 
The power to designate heritage areas is outlined under Clause 9 of the deemed 
provisions for local planning schemes. 
 
Clause 9(3) of the deemed provisions state that the local government must not 
designate an area as a heritage area unless the local government follows the 
advertising and notification procedure outlined under Clause 9(3) (a) to (c). 
 
Clause 9(7) of the deemed provisions establishes that the local government must give 
notice of the designation of a heritage area to the Heritage Council of WA and each 
owner of land affected by the designation. 
 
PUBLIC CONSULTATION  
 
The draft Policy in its current format has been advertised in the local newspaper on 18 
August 2015 until 18 September 2015. In addition, a notice was also displayed on the 
Shire website and letters sent to affected landowners advising them that copies are 
available at the library and visitors centre in Northam. 
 
Staff also promoted the draft Policy at an information kiosk in the Northam Boulevard 
over a two day period. 
 
Given the significant changes that had been made by staff to the draft advertised Policy, 
it is recommended Council resolve to readvertise the draft revised Policy in accordance 
with Clause 9(5) of the deemed provisions for a period of 21 days. 
 
CONFORMITY WITH COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
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OBJECTIVE RG1: Provide accountable and transparent leadership. 
 
STRATEGY G1.1: Continue to develop Council’s policy framework to guide decision 

making. 
 
BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
 
The cost of readvertising the draft revised Policy will sourced from the Development 
Services department’s operating budget. 
 
OFFICER’S COMMENT   
While the current version of the draft Heritage Precinct Policy is considered to be a well-
researched and comprehensive document, planning staff are of the view that the Policy 
in its current guise is cumbersome and difficult to follow. 
 
It is considered the draft revised version of the Policy (refer Attachments 2, 3 and 4) 
better articulates the overall intent of the Policy and associated development guidelines. 
 
Given the substantial changes that have been made by staff, it is considered necessary 
and appropriate to readvertise the draft revised Policy for public consultation. 
 
RECOMMENDATION / COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute No:  C.2642 
 
Moved: Cr Beresford 
Seconded: Cr Hughes 
 
That Council: 
 
1. Receive the draft revised Local Planning Policy No. 18 – Heritage Precincts 

and associated appendices that forms the subject of Attachments 2, 3 and 4 
to the Report; 

2. Readvertise, in accordance with Clause 9(3), (4) and (5) of the deemed 
provisions for local planning schemes, draft revised Local Planning Policy 
No. 18 – Heritage Precincts that formed the subject of Attachments 2, 3 and 
4 to the Report; 

3. Invite submitters who made a submission during the original advertising 
period, to make a new submission; 

4. After the expiry of the period within which submissions may be made, 
review the proposed Policy in the light of any submissions made. 

5. Invite affected land owners to attend a forum held by the Shire at a suitable 
time and date at the beginning of the second public advertising period. 

 
CARRIED 9/0 
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13.2.4 REQUEST TO ADOPT FOR FINAL APPROVAL LOCAL PLANNING POLICY 
NO.19 ‘RESIDENTIAL DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR THE RURAL RESIDENTIAL 
AND RURAL SMALLHOLDING ZONES’ 

Name of Applicant: N/A 
Name of Owners: N/A 
File Ref: 7.2.4.1 
Officer: Chadd Hunt / Kobus Nieuwoudt 
Officer Interest: Nil 
Policy: Nil 
Voting: Simple Majority 
Date: 5 February 2016 

 
PURPOSE 

For Council to consider adopting, with modification, Shire of Northam Local Planning 
Policy No.19 ‘Residential Design Guidelines for the Rural Residential and Rural 
Smallholding Zones’ for final approval. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Council resolved to adopt for advertising draft Shire of Northam Local Planning Policy 
No.19 ‘Residential Design Guidelines for the Rural Residential and Rural Smallholding 
Zones’ at the November 2015 Ordinary Council Meeting as follows: 
 

“That Council prepare Local Planning Policy No.19 ‘Residential Design 
Guidelines for the Rural Residential and Rural Smallholding Zones’ for the 
purposes of advertising for public comment under Part 2, Division 2, 
subclause 4(1)(a) of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development (Local 
Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 in accordance with the document 
that formed the subject of Attachment 1 of this report.” 
 

Advertising in accordance with clause 4(1)(a) of the deemed provisions for local planning 
schemes occurred from 24th November 2015, with notices published in The Advocate of 
24th November 2015. In addition, a copy of the notice including a copy of the draft Policy 
was on display in the foyer area at the Council office. The Policy was also advertised on 
the Shire’s website from 24th November 2015 until 15 December 2015. 
 
Submissions on the draft policy were invited up to and including 15th December 2015.  
 
One submission was received. 
 
The submission generally raises concerns of a general nature, claiming that the 
guidelines are too general and their implementation would prove to be open to excessive 
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discretion by shire officers. A copy of the Schedule of Submissions is attached (refer 
Attachment 1). 
 
STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 
 
Procedure for making local planning policy 
If a local government resolves to prepare a local planning policy, the local government 
must follow the procedure under clause 4(1) up to and including clause 4(6) of the 
Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 as follows: 
 

“(1) If the local government resolves to prepare a local planning policy the 
local government must, unless the Commission otherwise agrees, 
advertise the proposed policy as follows — 

 
(a) Publish a notice of the proposed policy in a newspaper circulating in 

the Scheme area, giving details of — 
(i) the subject and nature of the proposed policy; and 
(ii) the objectives of the proposed policy; and 
(iii) where the proposed policy may be inspected; and 
(iv) to whom, in what form and during what period submissions in 

relation to the proposed policy may be made; 
 

(b) if, in the opinion of the local government, the policy is inconsistent 
with any State planning policy, give notice of the proposed policy to 
the Commission; 

(c) give notice of the proposed policy in any other way and carry out 
any other consultation the local government considers appropriate. 

 
(2) The period for making submissions in relation to a local planning policy 

must not be less than a period of 21 days commencing on the day on 
which the notice of the policy is published under subclause (1)(a). 

 
(3) After the expiry of the period within which submissions may be made, 

the local government must — 
(a) review the proposed policy in the light of any submissions made; 
and 
(b) resolve to — 

(i) proceed with the policy without modification; or 
(ii) proceed with the policy with modification; or 
(iii) not to proceed with the policy. 

 
(4) If the local government resolves to proceed with the policy, the local 

government must publish notice of the policy in a newspaper circulating 
in the Scheme area. 

 
(5) A policy has effect on publication of a notice under subclause (4). 
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(6) The local government — 

(a) must ensure that an up-to-date copy of each local planning policy 
made under this Scheme is kept and made available for public 
inspection during business hours at the offices of the local 
government; and 

(b) may publish a copy of each of those local planning policies on the 
website of the local government.” 

Council is now required to review the Policy in light of the submissions made and 
resolve to – 

(i) Proceed with the Policy without modification; 
(ii) Proceed with the Policy with modification; or 
(iii) Not to proceed with the Policy. 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION  
 
As outlined under the ‘Background’ section of this report, the Draft Policy was advertised 
in accordance with clause 4(1)(a) of the deemed provisions for local planning schemes 
from 24th November 2015, with notices published in The Advocate of 24th November 
2015.  
 
A copy of the notice including a copy of the draft Policy was on display in the foyer area 
at the Council office. The Policy was also advertised on the Shire’s website from 24th 
November 2015 until 15 December 2015. 
One submission was received. 
 
CONFORMITY WITH COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
OBJECTIVE RG1: Provide accountable and transparent leadership. 
 
STRATEGY G1.1: Continue to develop Council’s policy framework to guide decision 

making. 
 
BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
 
The cost of advertising the adoption notice in a local newspaper will be approximately 
$300.00. 
 
OFFICER’S COMMENT   
 
With respect to the submission received by the submitter in that the guidelines are too 
general and their implementation would prove to be open to excessive discretion by 
shire officers, officers wish to advise that a perception or personal opinion that the Policy 
is not needed, is not normally a determining factor as to whether the Council should 
proceed with the policy or not. 
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It should be noted that development proposals are assessed by qualified and trained 
planning officers in accordance with current Council delegations. Assessment templates 
are used to ensure consistent considerations are maintained and decisions are 
recorded. 
 
Furthermore, Clause 3 of the deemed provisions for local planning schemes establishes 
that a local government may prepare a local planning policy in respect of any matter 
related to the planning and development of its Scheme area. 
 
One of the key elements of the subject policy is to provide design guidelines that 
achieve both sustainable housing design and high quality aesthetics within the Rural 
Residential and Rural Smallholding Zones as identified by the Scheme (refer Part 2.1 of 
draft LPP19).  
 
The Shire has an obligation to facilitate and manage land use and the built environment 
in a way that contributes positively to the wellbeing of individuals and communities, and 
the natural and built environment on which they rely.  
 
It is considered the preparation of the Policy is an important step towards improving 
urban and regional form and balancing/achieving social, economic and environmental 
outcomes in the Shire of Northam’s rural living areas. 
 
It is also considered draft LPP19 is consistent with the objectives of the Rural 
Residential and Rural Smallholding zones of the Scheme, which is to provide for the use 
of land for rural living purposes in a rural setting whilst preserving the amenity of such 
areas and to ensure landscape protection and conservation and controlling land use 
impacts. 
 
However, in order to address the submitter’s concerns and with a view to avoid potential 
confusion and/or misinterpretation of Part 5 – Development Guidelines of the Policy, 
Council’s planning officers have restructured this section of the Policy by creating a table 
consisting of two (2) columns to assist proponents in preparing their designs and 
applications as follows: 
 
Development Controls 
The Development Controls column(s) in Part 5 of draft LPP19 are mandatory for all 
development proposals. They will collectively ensure that the objectives of the policy are 
met. 
 
Applicants may provide alternative design solutions to these requirements if they can 
successfully demonstrate that the objectives of the policy are met or exceeded. 
 
Design Guidance 
The Design Guidance column(s) recommend some additional measures by which a 
development can achieve a higher level of sustainable design. The Design Guidance 
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recommendations are not mandatory, however, it is considered adherence to these 
recommendations will ensure a ‘Best Practice’ outcome. 
 
A copy of the draft revised Policy is attached (refer Attachment 2). 
 
With respect to boundary fencing, the submitter claims that the policy contradicts the 
Shire’s own Fencing Local Law and that there is no requirement to fence boundaries 
under State policies. 
 
First of all, officers wish to point out that the provisions of Clause 5.6 of the Policy does 
not contradict the Shire’s Fencing Local Law 2008. 
 
While it is not a requirement to fence boundaries under state legislation, the intent of this 
provision in the Policy is to cite the Shire’s ‘minimum standard’ for fenced boundaries in 
the Rural Residential and Rural Smallholding zones. Council is reminded that this policy 
does not apply to land in the rural area or any other zone in the Scheme area. 
 
While modifications have been made to the draft Policy (as advertised), nothing 
substantial has been added to or deleted from the Policy that would warrant the 
readvertising of the draft revised Policy. 
 
It is therefore recommended Council resolves to proceed with the Policy with 
modification and publish a notice of the Policy (as modified) in a local newspaper. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 

 
1. Receive the Schedule of Submissions that formed the subject of 

Attachment 1 to this Report; 
2. Determine the submissions by resolving to adopt the recommendations 

in the Schedule of Submissions that formed the subject of Attachment 1 
to the Report; 

3. Amend Proposed Local Planning Policy No.19 in the light of the 
submissions in accordance with the attached modified document that 
formed the subject of Attachment 2 to the Report; 

4. Adopt Local Planning Policy No.19 (as modified) that formed the subject 
of Attachment 2 to the report. 

5. Publish a notice of Local Planning Policy No.19 (as modified) in a 
newspaper circulating in the Scheme area. 
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COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute No:  C.2643 
 
Moved: Cr Hughes 
Seconded: Cr Antonio 
 
That the matter lie on the table and be presented at the next Ordinary Council 
meeting to be held on 16 March 2016. 

CARRIED 5/4 
 

Reason for Change to Officers Recommendation 

The Council requested that staff hold a workshop with the Elected Members prior to the 
next Ordinary Council meeting on 16 March 2016 in order to resolve any queries in 
regards to this Policy. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

SUMMARY OF SUBMISSIONS 
PROPOSED LOCAL PLANNING POLICY NO. 19 

 
Prepared 2 February 2016 

 
No Policy Provision Submitter’s Comments (one submission 

received - name and address provided) 
Officer’s Response and 

Recommendation 
1. 5.1 House Orientation and Location 

Siting of a house on a lot should 
demonstrate the following: 

 Location within the approved 
building envelope for the property 
(where required by the Scheme for 
a particular Zone Area); 

 Orientation of the house so that it 
maximises northern light into living 
areas; 

 Providing adequate cross ventilation 
from summer breezes; 

 Maximising enjoyment of views to 
inland ranges; 

 Avoid, where practicable, blocking 
of the views or potential views of 
surrounding properties; 

 Minimise the removal of vegetation 
and significant trees on the property; 

 Minimising the overlooking and loss 
of privacy into adjoining properties 
by utilising existing vegetation as a 

Orientation of the house for northern light, 
make use of cross breezes and enjoyment 
of views affect the land owner only and have 
no off-site impacts. These decisions should 
remain with the person(s) who have paid to 
own the property and are paying for the 
development. 
 
Orientation to prevent blocking views of 
neighbours or to prevent the loss of privacy 
of an adjoining property does involve off site 
impact and may need to be controlled. 
However these guidelines are too general 
and their implementation would prove to be 
open to excessive discretion by shire 
officers. Compare these (lack of) guidelines 
with what is contained in the R-codes 
dealing with these issues. Is this an existing 
issue within the shire? Are there real life 
examples within the shire where these 
guidelines are needed? 
 

Noted.  
 
A perception / personal opinion that the 
policy is not needed, is not a relevant 
planning consideration. 
 
Clause 3 of the deemed provisions 
(refer Planning and Development (Local 
Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015) 
determines that a local government may 
prepare a local planning policy in 
respect of any matter related to the 
planning and development of its 
Scheme area. 
 
One of the key elements of the subject 
policy is to provide design guidelines 
that achieve both sustainable housing 
design and high quality aesthetics within 
the Rural Residential and Rural 
Smallholding Zones as identified by the 
Scheme (refer Part 2.1 of draft LPP19).  
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buffer or by increased boundary 
setbacks. 

The Shire has an obligation to facilitate 
and manage land use and the built 
environment in a way that contributes 
positively to the wellbeing of individuals 
and communities, and the natural and 
built environment on which they rely.  
 
It is considered the preparation of 
LPP19 is an important step towards 
improving urban and regional form and 
balancing/achieving social, economic 
and environmental outcomes in the 
Shire of Northam’s rural living areas. 
 
It is also considered draft LPP19 is 
consistent with the objectives of the 
Rural Residential and Rural 
Smallholding zones of the Scheme, 
which is to provide for the use of land for 
rural living purposes in a rural setting 
whilst preserving the amenity of such 
areas and to ensure landscape 
protection and conservation and 
controlling land use impacts. 
 
However, in order to address the 
submitter’s concerns and so as to avoid 
potential confusion and/or 
misinterpretation of Part 5 – 
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Development Guidelines of the policy, 
Council’s planning officers have 
restructured this section of the policy by 
creating a table consisting of two (2) 
columns to assist proponents in 
preparing their designs and applications 
as follows: 
 
Development Controls 
The Development Controls column(s) in 
Part 5 of draft LPP19 are mandatory for 
all development proposals. They will 
collectively ensure that the objectives of 
the policy are met. 
 
Applicants may provide alternative 
design solutions to these requirements if 
they can successfully demonstrate that 
the objectives of the policy are met or 
exceeded. 
 
Design Guidance 
The Design Guidance column(s) 
recommend some additional measures 
by which a development can achieve a 
higher level of sustainable design. The 
Design Guidance recommendations are 
not mandatory, however, it is considered 
adherence to these recommendations 
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will ensure a ‘Best Practice’ outcome. 
 

2. 5.2 Setbacks 
Minimum setbacks to property boundaries 
are as stipulated for the relevant Zone 
Area contained in Table 2: Site and 
Development Requirements Table of the 
Scheme. 
Notwithstanding the minima applicable, a 
house should be sited to achieve the 
requirements of section 5.1 of this Policy. 

This gives too much discretion to officers. 
Basically seems to say that setbacks are a 
minimum value and shire officers can vary 
them (increase) totally at their discretion. 
 

Noted.  
 
Personal opinion and therefore not a 
valid consideration. It is not clear from 
the submitter’s submission which aspect 
of this provision in the policy gives 
officers “too much discretion”. 
 
It should be noted that development 
proposals are assessed by qualified and 
trained planning officers in accordance 
with current Council delegations. 
Assessment templates are used to 
ensure consistent considerations are 
maintained and decisions are recorded. 
 
In order to address the submitter’s 
concerns, and so as to avoid potential 
confusion or misinterpretation of Part 5 – 
Development Guidelines of the policy, 
Council’s planning officers have 
restructured this section of the draft 
policy to assist proponents in preparing 
their designs and applications. Refer 
officer’s response above under 
submission No. 1. 

 

3. 5.3 Materials and Colours No definite guidelines and open to too much Noted. 
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The materials and colours used on 
exterior surfaces of all buildings are to 
blend in with the surrounding landscape 
and environment. 
 
The use of ‘Zincalume’ roof sheeting is 
permitted, however, care must be taken to 
ensure the location of the house and the 
roof pitch used does not produce a glare 
nuisance to surrounding properties or 
passing traffic. 

interpretation by individual shire officers.  
Subjective view. Not a relevant planning 
consideration. 
 
Development proposals are assessed 
by qualified and trained planning officers 
in accordance with current Council 
delegations. Assessment templates are 
used to ensure consistent 
considerations are maintained and 
decisions are recorded. 
 
In order to address the submitter’s 
concerns, and so as to avoid potential 
confusion or misinterpretation of Part 5 – 
Development Guidelines of the policy, 
Council’s planning officers have 
restructured this section of the draft 
policy to assist proponents in preparing 
their designs and applications. Refer 
officer’s response above under 
submission No. 1. 

 

4. 5.4 Streetscape 
In order to achieve an attractive 
streetscape that is in keeping with the 
surrounding rural landscape, all houses 
are to provide verandahs, porches, 
porticos or other architectural relief on the 

The design of a house should be with the 
person paying for it. Whilst the aim is 
laudable what a shire officer finds appealing 
others may not or even a different shire 
officer may have a different opinion. Is this a 
“real” problem? 

Noted. 
 
Subjective view. Not a relevant planning 
consideration. 
 
The intent of Development Guideline no. 
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elevations that are viewed from the street.  5.4 is integrated into the provision itself, 
i.e. “In order to achieve an attractive 
streetscape that is in keeping with the 
surrounding rural landscape, …” 
 
Development proposals are assessed 
by qualified and trained planning officers 
in accordance with current Council 
delegations. Assessment templates are 
used to ensure consistent 
considerations are maintained and 
decisions are recorded. 
 
In order to address the submitter’s 
concerns, and so as to avoid potential 
confusion or misinterpretation of Part 5 – 
Development Guidelines of the policy, 
Council’s planning officers have 
restructured this section of the draft 
policy to assist proponents in preparing 
their designs and applications. Refer 
officer’s response above under 
submission No. 1. 

 

5. 5.4 Private Open Space 
Each house is to be provided with a 
private open space area that meets the 
following criteria: 
 Located behind the house and 

The design of a house should be with the 
person paying for it. There is no off-site 
impact. How is this an issue that the shire 
should be involved in? 
 

Noted. 
 
Subjective view. Not a relevant planning 
consideration. 
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screened from public view from the 
street; 

 Directly accessible from a habitable 
room, such as a living room or dining 
room; and 

 Provides sufficient space for utilities, 
such as clothes drying, in a location 
that maximises winter sun access and 
screened from public view. 

Private open space areas can incorporate 
covered outdoor living areas, such as 
patios, pergolas and verandahs. 

 
6.  Boundary fencing. This policy contradicts 

the shire’s own local law on fencing. How 
does this policy interact with the shires own 
local law and the dividing fences act? There 
is no requirement to fence boundaries under 
state policies. 
 
Modern fencing is much more involved than 
the 1960’s approach of using ring-lock. For 
example the fencing noted as the “minimum 
standard” prevents the movement of native 
animals leading to their injury and extensive 
fence damage. I have been a veterinarian 
for 35 years and it is also the most 
dangerous for horses. If the shire insists on 
this type of fencing and a horse suffers a de-

Noted. 
 
The provisions of Clause 5.6 of the 
policy does not contradict the Shire’s 
Fencing Local Law 2008. 
 
While it is not a requirement to fence 
boundaries under state legislation, the 
intent of this provision in the local 
planning policy is to cite the Shire’s 
‘minimum standard’ for fenced 
boundaries in the Rural Residential and 
Rural Smallholding zones. It should be 
noted that this policy does not apply to 
land in the Rural or any other zone in 
the Scheme area. 
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gloving injury of a leg, hopefully the owner 
will sue the shire. Why should the owner of a 
40Ha (100acre) property with agroforestry 
have the expense of this fencing?  What is 
less than the minimum standard of fencing? 
 
Fencing is a very involved subject and an 
expensive outlay. It warrants much more 
thought than what has obviously gone into 
this item. If shire staff think it is necessary to 
have more control over how residents spend 
their own money they may wish to revisit the 
fencing local law. 
 
Solid Panel Fencing. I agree with shire 
officers, I do not like the appearance of solid 
panel fencing either. But it is the owner’s 
property & the owner’s money and off-site 
impact is minimal. Is this a real life problem 
in the shire? 
This section on fencing should be deleted 
for the above reasons. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

7.  5.7 Driveways. Isn’t this covered, in whole or 
in part, in shire policy/local laws elsewhere? 

Noted. 
 
The answer to the submitter’s question 
is ‘no’. 

 

8.  5.8 Carpark. This is an issue for individual Noted. 
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land owners and has no off-site impact. It 
should be deleted. 

 
Subjective view. Not a relevant planning 
consideration. 

 

9.  5.9 Rural Street Numbers. I have been 
unsuccessful in obtaining these as have 
many people. This is very disappointing as 
they are not simply convenient but are vitally 
important in emergencies, particularly 
medical emergencies. The shire 
administration needs to ensure they have an 
effective system in place to allocate these 
numbers rather than put an item such as this 
in a policy that appears to put the 
responsibility on the landholder. To simply 
state “contact the shire” and when you do 
your query is not dealt with is not 
acceptable. Consider developing an 
application form for a rural street number, it 
is important enough to do that. 

Noted. 
 
Subjective view. Not a relevant planning 
consideration. 

 

10
. 

 5.10 Transportables. As it states here this 
issue is dealt with elsewhere. Delete it due 
to being superfluous. Having it here may 
lead to confusion. 

Noted. 
 
Subjective view. Not a relevant planning 
consideration. 
 
The heading and text to remain in the 
Policy for clarity. 

 

11  5.11 Outbuildings. As it states here this Noted. 
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. issue is dealt with elsewhere. Delete it due 
to being superfluous. Having it here may 
lead to confusion. 

 
Subjective view. Not a relevant planning 
consideration. 
 
The heading and text to remain in the 
Policy for clarity. 

 

12
. 

 5.12 Ancillary Accommodation. It doesn’t 
state here that this issue is dealt with 
elsewhere, but it is. Delete it due to being 
superfluous. Having it here may lead to 
confusion. 

Noted. 
 
Subjective view. Not a relevant planning 
consideration. 
 
Agree to remove superfluous text from 
the Policy duplicated by Local Planning 
Policy No.13 – Ancillary 
Accommodation. 
 
The heading and text to remain in the 
Policy for clarity. 

 

13
. 

 5.13 Bush fire prone areas. As of the 
beginning of December this is controlled 
under state legislation. Placing a few lines in 
this policy about this issue may only confuse 
applicants. 

Noted. 
 
Subjective view. Not a relevant planning 
consideration. 

 

14
. 

 This policy contains a number of items (6) 
dealt with elsewhere either by the shire or 
state government – 5.6, 5.7, 5.10, 5.11, 5.12 
& 5.13. There is a strong possibility of this 

Noted. 
 
It is considered this point is a repeat of 
the matters the submitter have raised 
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leading to inconsistencies over time and it 
has not achieved anything that is not already 
being achieved. They should be deleted. 
There are other items dealing with issues 
that have no or minimal off-site impact and 
should remain the responsibility of the owner 
not the local government bureaucracy – 5.3, 
5.4, 5.5, & 5.8. By including these items you 
are relying on the decision making and 
“taste” of the shire officer who happens to be 
employed at the time. Is someone who 
works in an office and may never have even 
owned their own home best placed to make 
decisions regarding properties of up to 
40Ha? These items diminish ownership 
rights for no justifiable reason and should be 
deleted. 
Item 5.9 has no place in this policy and 
requires action by the administration on 
internal systems to achieve the objective. It 
should be deleted. 
Item 5.2 Increase of setbacks gives too 
much discretion to shire officers and a 
significant lack of certainty to land-owners. It 
should be deleted. 
Item 5.1. The portion of this relating to 
maintenance of adjoining landholders views 
and privacy has potential for significant off-
site impact and might be retained. But is it a 

under points 1 to 13 of the Schedule of 
Submissions. As such, the issues raised 
under this point is not 
discussed/considered further. 
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real problem? 
If this policy is implemented it would lead to 
a significant increase in shire officer’s time 
administering it as well as the amount of 
applicant’s time taken up dealing with it. 
Hardly a formula for a new efficient Australia 
of the 21st century. 
 It attempts to deal with a large number of 
complex issues in a very limited and not well 
thought out way. This will lead to a large 
proportion of non-complying applications 
going before council and at what cost? How 
much does it cost ratepayers (not the 
applicant) for an item to come before 
council? It would be in the thousands of 
dollars. This policy has significant budget 
implications and will undoubtedly lead to 
employment of extra staff incurring 
additional salary and associated costs. 
The more involved you make it for new 
residents to move to Shire of Northam and 
spend their money the less likely they are to 
do it. The aims of the policy are laudable the 
effect of the actual policy is very negative for 
the reasons given above. 
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Cr U Rumjantsev declared and “Impartiality” interest in item 13.2.5 - Subdivision of Lot 
151 (978) and Lot 384 Spencers Brook Road, Spencers Brook as Mark Wilding is known 
to him for many years (as a brigade members) non-social. 
 
Cr T M Little declared and “Impartiality” interest in item 13.2.5 - Subdivision of Lot 151 
(978) and Lot 384 Spencers Brook Road, Spencers Brook as he has known one of the 
persons (owner) mentioned (Simon Wilding). 
 
Cr S B Pollard declared and “Impartiality” interest in item 13.2.5 - Subdivision of Lot 151 
(978) and Lot 384 Spencers Brook Road, Spencers Brook as Simon & Mark Wilding are 
known to him. 
 
Cr C R Antonio declared and “Impartiality” interest in item 13.2.5 - Subdivision of Lot 151 
(978) and Lot 384 Spencers Brook Road, Spencers Brook as the applicants are known 
to him. 
 

13.2.5 SUBDIVISION OF LOT 151 (978) AND LOT 384 SPENCERS BROOK ROAD, 
SPENCERS BROOK  

Name of Applicant: AJ Marsh Pty Ltd  
Name of Owner: John Wilding, Simon Wilding & Mark Wilding  
File Ref: A896/152938 
Officer: Chadd Hunt/Courtney Wynn 
Officer Interest: Nil 
Policy: Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) 

Regulations 2015  
Local Planning Scheme No.6 
Local Planning Strategy  
State Planning Policy 2.5 - Land Use Planning in Rural 
Areas 
Development Control Policy 3.4 - Subdivision of Rural 
Land  
State Planning Policy 3.7 - Planning in Bushfire Prone 
Areas  

Voting: Simple Majority 
Date: 5 February 2016  
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PURPOSE 
 
For Council to consider its advice to the Western Australian Planning Commission 
(WAPC) regarding referral of a proposed 22 lot subdivision of Lot 151 and Lot 384 
Spencers Brook Road, Spencers Brook.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The WAPC has referred for Council’s comment an application relating to the creation of 
a freehold 22 lot subdivision of Lots 151 and 384 Spencers Brook Road, Spencers 
Brook (the subject sites).  
 
The proposed subdivision was previously granted conditional approval by the WAPC on 
13th April 2007, under previous State and Planning Policies that at the time of approval 
in 2007 when it was possible to subdivide the lots to into smaller lots with a minimum lot 
size of 50 hectares. However as no works were undertaken on the subdivision, the 
approval lapsed on 13th April 2011 and is no longer valid and the subject sites continued 
to be used for agricultural purposes. 
 
The Proposal 
The subject sites are zoned ‘Rural’ under Local Planning Scheme No.6 with frontage to 
Spencers Brook Road. Lot 151 has been developed with a single house (known as the 
Mokine Station Master’s House) listed on the Shire’s Municipal Heritage Inventory along 
with ancillary outbuildings. Lot 384 is severed by Spencers Brooks itself and Spencers 
Brook Road and is comprised of cleared farm land and native bush land.  
 
The lots are wholly located within Special Control Area 2 - Landscape Protection under 
Local Planning Scheme No.6 and Lot 384 is partially located within the 1 in 100 year 
flood plain ad identified by Department of Water mapping. Both lots are also located 
within a designated Bushfire Prone Area and Lot 384 contains significant native 
vegetation identified in the Shire’s Local Biodiversity Strategy.  
 
The subject sites are approximately 78 hectares and 1569 hectares respectively. It is 
proposed to subdivide the two existing lots into 22 freehold lots ranging between 50 and 
244 hectares in size. Access to the proposed lots would require the construction of new 
roads and shown in Attachment 1.  
 
The proposal is being referred to Council as Officer’s believe that the proposal is of a 
significant scale that warrants consideration by Council. The proposal is also being 
referred to Council due to the proposal’s significant inconsistencies and non-compliance 
with the Shire’s strategic planning documents and State Planning Policies.  
 
STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 
 
The Planning and Development Act 2005 controls the subdivision process in Western 
Australia. The WAPC is responsible for approving all subdivision applications. 
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The WAPC refer subdivision proposals to any affected local government, public 
authority or utility services provider for comment, including the Department of Water, 
Western Power and Department of Environment Regulation where relevant. 
 
Council as the relevant local government authority can request conditions to be placed 
on a subdivision approval to ensure compliance with its Local Planning Scheme 
(including all relevant Local Planning Policies), as well as ensure local government 
services, such as roads, laneways and public open space are adequately addressed. 
 
SHIRE OF NORTHAM LOCAL PLANNING SCHEME NO 6  
 
As stated under ‘Background’ of this report, the subject site is zoned Rural under Local 
Planning Scheme No.6 and is located within Special Control Area 2 - Landscape 
Protection Area.  
 
Clause 4.2.8 of the Scheme identifies the following objectives for the Rural Zone:  
 

 To provide for horticulture, extensive and intensive agriculture, agroforestry, local 
services and industries, extractive industries and tourist uses which ensure 
conservation of landscape qualities in accordance with the capability of the land. 

 To protect the potential of agricultural land for primary production and to preserve 
the landscape and character of the rural area. 

 To control the fragmentation of broad-acre farming properties through the process 
of subdivision.  

 To protect land from land degradation and further loss of biodiversity by: 
(i) Minimising the clearing of remnant vegetation and encouraging the 

protection of existing remnant vegetation; 
(ii) Encouraging the development of and the protection of corridors of native 

vegetation; 
(iii) Encouraging the development of environmentally acceptable surface and 

sub-surface drainage works; and 
(iv) Encouraging rehabilitation of salt affected land. 

 
Clause 6.3.1 of the Scheme outlines the purpose of the Landscape Protection Special 
Control Area as follows:  
 
6.3.1 Purpose 
 
The purpose of the Landscape Protection Special Control Area is to - 

(a) Preserve the visual amenity and landscape quality of the area; 

(b) Avoid development which would negatively impact upon the ecological 
values and landscape qualities of the area; and 

(c) Ensure that land use in the area, including grazing, mining activities and 
recreational activities does not degrade the area. 
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6.3.3 Relevant Considerations 

6.3.3.1 In considering any rezoning request, subdivision or development application the 
local government will have regard to the following - 

(a)  It is considered that subdivision may be possible within this area in 
accordance with the Shire of Northam Local Planning Strategy. 

(b)  The local government may consider supporting subdivision applications 
where - 

(i)  the subdivision is for the use of land which is in accordance with the 
Shire of Northam Local Planning Strategy and has been zoned 
appropriately; 

(ii)  the subdivision is for a boundary realignment, rationalisation of 
landholdings or lots created for management purposes; and  

(iii)  the subdivision is consistent with the policies of the Western 
Australian Planning Commission. 

 
The proposed subdivision is inconsistent with the objectives and purpose outlined in 
Clause 4.2.8 and Clause 6.3 of the Scheme and cannot be supported.  
 
SHIRE OF NORTHAM LOCAL PLANNING STRATEGY  
 
The subject sites are located within the ‘Avon West Precinct’ and are identified as 
‘Landscape Protection’ in the Shire’s Local Planning Strategy. The objectives for the 
‘Avon West Precinct’ are as follows:  
 

 Protect and expand existing nature conservation values.  
 Preserve and enhance the environment and natural resources including areas of 

landscape protection as depicted.  
 Support the continuation of sustainable agricultural production.  
 Further subdivision of rural land is not supported.  
 Limit any further subdivision development in the Spencers Brook locality that has 

potential to have a negative impact upon the Spencers Brook floodplain area and 
apply special controls to all future land use and development. 

 
The proposal is inconsistent with the objectives and intentions identified in the Shire’s 
Local Planning Strategy which specify that the further subdivision of rural land cannot be 
supported.   
 
STATE PLANNING POLICY 2.5 - LAND USE PLANNING IN RURAL AREAS  
 
State Planning Policy 2.5 applies to rural land and rural land uses in Western Australia 
with the purpose to preserve and protect WA’s rural land assets due to the importance 
of their economic, natural resource, food production, environmental and landscape 
values.  
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The policy states that it is the view of the WAPC that the creation of new rural lots 
through ad-hoc, unplanned subdivision will not be permitted. In contemplating 
subdivision proposals on rural land, WAPC policy is:  
 

(a) the creation of new or smaller rural lots will be by exception and in accordance 
with Development Control Policy 3.4: Subdivision of rural land; 

(b) the creation of new or smaller rural lots by exception may be provided for in 
legislation, other State Planning Policies and/or a local planning strategy or 
scheme; 

(c) no other planning instruments besides those listed at (a) or (b) can provide for 
the subdivision of rural land; and 

(d  the introduction of new dwelling entitlements or other sensitive land uses should 
not limit or prevent primary production from occurring. 

 
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL POLICY 3.4 - SUBDIVISION OF RURAL LAND  
 
Development Control Policy 3.4 outlines the circumstances under which rural 
subdivision may be considered by the WAPC as follows:  
 

(a) To realign lot boundaries with no increase in the number of lots, where the 
resultant lots will not adversely affect rural land uses;  

(b) To protect and actively conserve places of cultural and natural heritage;  
(c) To allow for the efficient provision of utilities and infrastructure and/or for access 

to natural resources;  
(d) In the Homestead lot policy area, to allow for the continued occupation of existing 

homesteads when they are no longer used as part of a farming operation;  
(e) For the other unusual or unanticipated purposes which, in the opinion of the 

WAPC, do not conflict with this and other relevant policies and are necessary in 
the public interest.  

 
The proposed subdivision does not appear to fit under any of the above circumstances 
in which the subdivision of these lots can be considered.  
 
STATE PLANNING POLICY 3.7 - PLANNING IN BUSHFIRE PRONE AREAS 
 
State Planning Policy 3.7 applies to all subdivision proposals located in designated 
bushfire prone areas. The policies specifies that any subdivision application is to be 
accompanied by Bushfire Attack Level (BAL) assessment information such as a BAL 
contour map prepared by an accredited Bushfire Planning Practitioner against the 
bushfire protection requirements contained with the Guidelines. The BAL information is 
required in order to determine the level of bushfire risk for the proposed subdivision.  
 



SHIRE OF NORTHAM 
MINUTES 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 17 FEBRUARY 2016 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

329 

Although the subject sites are located within a designated bushfire prone area, the 
proponent has failed to address the bushfire risk in the subdivision application 
submitted.  
 
CONFORMITY WITH STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PLAN 
 
OBJECTIVE R1: Provide and support an effective and efficient transport network; 
OBJECTIVE P1: Promote a diverse mix of development opportunities throughout the 

Shire; and 
OBJECTIVE P2: Accessible and legible communities. 
OBJECTIVE N2: Enhance the health and integrity of the natural environment.  
 
BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no direct budget/financial implications of the recommendations of this report. 
 
OFFICER’S COMMENT 
 
According to the Shire’s Local Planning Strategy, in 2005 less than 13% of the Shire’s 
rural landholdings were greater than 100 hectares in area. The Strategy identifies the 
subject sites which have a combined area of more than 1600 hectares as part of an area 
that has the most significant potential for broad acre agricultural production in the Shire. 
The subdivision of a rural broad acre agricultural land holdings is an identified in the 
Strategy as a major threat to the viability of productive agricultural land in the Shire of 
Northam. Smaller land holdings often result in a predominantly residential lifestyle land 
uses with fragmented land ownership that undermines the productive value of 
agricultural land.  
 
The Strategy also identified the need to encourage the continued use of the Shire’s 
agricultural land for predominantly grazing and cropping and to protect productive 
agricultural land from ad-hoc subdivision, incompatible development and land 
degradation due to its significance to the local, regional and State economies. 
 
The Strategy states that the Shire should only support the further subdivision of 
agricultural land in limited circumstances which comply with all relevant WAPC policies 
applicable at the time whilst maintaining the general presumption that subdivision of land 
zoned ‘Rural’ under Local Planning Scheme No.6 will not be supported. As discussed 
above, the proposal fails to demonstrate compliance with the relevant WAPC policies.  
 
The landscape qualities of the Shire contribute greatly to its sense of place and distinct 
local identity. The Landscape Protection area where the subject sites are located has 
been designated in recognition of the areas high landscape values and scenic qualities 
and the potential for these resources to attract residents and visitors to the Shire. 
Spencers Brook Road is a ‘tourist route’ where the visual landscape values and 
characteristics should be preserved. Rural living development has significant potential to 
have a negative impact upon local landscape character and quality.  
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Whilst the demand for rural living opportunities in the Shire are expected to continue, 
however, there is a need to ensure that this type of subdivision and development only 
occurs in areas with reduced agricultural value which are designated as suitable for 
‘Future Rural Living Development’ in the Shire’s Local Planning Strategy and 
appropriately zoned under the Scheme.  
 
Conclusion  
 
Whilst it is acknowledged that the proponent has previously been granted approval, this 
approval has since lapsed, the application must be assessed against the provisions in 
place at the time of the current application was received. In this regard, it should be 
noted that both State and Shire Planning Policies and Regulations have changed 
significantly over the past nine years to afford greater protection against the subdivision 
of rural zoned lots.  
 
In considering the previous application Council referred to the previous local planning 
strategy which included different provisions within the “Avon West Precinct”. In essence 
the previous strategy included provisions that potentially supported subdivision to a 
minimum lot size of 50 hectares provided a number of criteria were met. These 
provisions were not permitted within the current strategy. 
 
The proponent has failed to demonstrate that the proposed subdivision will not 
compromise the agricultural productive capacity and result in the loss of productive 
agricultural land. The proposal also fails to have due regard for its potential impact on 
the natural environment, bush fire risk and essential servicing requirements as a local 
structure plan has not been prepared in accordance with the Planning and Development 
Regulations 2015.  
 
The proposed subdivision is inconsistent with the objectives and intentions of rural land 
identified for landscape protection outlined in the Shire’s Strategic Planning documents 
and would result in the fragmentation of a large broad-acre farming property, detract 
from the visual amenity of the rural landscape intended to be protected, reduce the 
viability of the land for intensive agricultural uses and require the clearing of native 
vegetation identified as of significance in the Shire’s Local Biodiversity Strategy.  
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RECOMMENDATION / COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute No:  C.2644 
 
Moved: Cr Rumjantsev 
Seconded: Cr Hughes 
 
That Council advise the Western Australian Planning Commission that the 
application for subdivision of Lot 151 and Lot 384 Spencers Brook Road, 
Spencers Brook (WAPC Ref. No. 152938) cannot be supported due to the 
following reasons:  

1. The use is inconsistent with the orderly and proper planning of the 
locality. 

2. The proposal is inappropriate having regard to the objectives of the Rural 
Zone as outlined under Clause 4.2.8 and Clause 6.3 of the Shire of 
Northam Local Planning Scheme No.6. 

3. The proposal is inconsistent with State Planning Policy 2.5 and State 
Development Control Policy 3.4.  

4. The proposal fails to demonstrate due regard for its potential impact 
upon the natural environment, bushfire risk and essential servicing 
requirements.  

5. The proposal is inappropriate having regard for the objectives of the 
Shire’s Local Planning Strategy for the ‘Avon West Precinct’.  

6. The use would be detrimental to the rural amenity of the area by reasons 
of - 

(a) its incompatibility with the rural character of the locality;  
(b) its incompatibility with the aesthetic importance of the scenic 

landscape and the potential to detrimentally change the scenic 
rural character of the locality. 

CARRIED 9/0 
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Mr K Nieuwoudt and C Wynn departed the Council Chambers at 6.33pm. 

13.2.6 SHIRE OF NORTHAM LOCAL BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY 

Name of Applicant: Internal 
Name of Owner: Shire of Northam 
File Ref: 7.2.1.18 
Officer: Chadd Hunt 
Officer Interest: Nil 
Policy: Draft Local Biodiversity Strategy 
Voting: Simple 
Date: 2 February 2016 

 
PURPOSE 
 
For Council to consider funding to support the implementation of the recently adopted 
Local Biodiversity Strategy for the Shire of Northam. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Council adopted the Local Biodiversity Strategy (LBS) at its meeting held on 19th August 
2015 where it resolved the following-  
 

That Council; 
 

1. Formally adopts the Shire of Northam Local Biodiversity Strategy subject to 
the weed Tribulus Terrestris (Calthrop/Caltrop) being added as a priority 
weed on Table 6, Page 39 and 40 of the Biodiversity Strategy as attached; 
and 

2. Acknowledges that the endorsed action strategy therein be actioned over a  
five year period in close consultation with the identified partner agencies and 
within the parameters of existing staff numbers and capacity, which will be 
reviewed as part of the 2016/17 budget process. 

3. Contact the key agencies identified in the Local Biodiversity Strategy to assist 
with the delivery of the action strategy. 

 
Following this resolution funding options have been explored to assist with the delivery 
of the key actions within the strategy. Council officers have submitted a funding proposal 
through the Community Capability Grants available by the Natural Resource 
Management Program. Council is required to consider the required co-contribution to 
the application to ensure that funds are available if the grant was successful. 
 
STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 
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Section 1.3(3) of the Local Government Act 1995 states that “In carrying out its 
functions, a Local Government is to use its best endeavors to meet the needs of current 
and future generations through integration of environmental protection, social 
advancement and economic prosperity.” 
 
CONFORMITY WITH THE STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PLAN 
 
OBJECTIVE N2: Enhance the health and integrity of the natural 

environment. 
STRATEGIC INITIATIVE N2.1 Identify vulnerable environments or areas in need of 

protection 
ACTION Develop a Shire of Northam Biodiversity Strategy in 

liaison with Wheatbelt NRM 
  
BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
 
The total cost of the project over a three year period is $386,400. The funding applied 
from the grant is $192,700 with the remainder being funding through either in-kind and 
cash contribution from Council/Wheatbelt NRM. 
 
The current application will require a cash contribution from Council of approximately 
$31,000 per annum (salary, superannuation, vehicle expenses) and an-kind contribution 
of $31,000 per annum (office space, administration support, project management) 
 
OFFICER’S COMMENT 
 
The general proposal as submitted in the grant is to employ an environmental officer 
over a three year period to assist with the delivery of the key actions contained within 
the biodiversity strategy. The manner in which the environmental officer is employed is 
still subject to further refinement however the figures included above give an indication 
of the scope of funding required to deliver the outcomes of the strategy. 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s commitment to the co-funding of the grant 
to ensure that the grant application can proceed in accordance with the recommended 
funding strategy included therein. 
 
Alternately if Council does not wish to support the application, or the funding model 
included therein the application should be withdrawn from further consideration. 
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RECOMMENDATION / COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute No: C.2645 
 
Moved: Cr Antonio 
Seconded: Cr Little 
 
That Council supports the application submitted through the Community 
Capability component of the Natural Resource Management Program including 
the funding mechanism contained therein for the three year timeframe of the 
grant. 

CARRIED 9/0 
  



SHIRE OF NORTHAM 
MINUTES 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 17 FEBRUARY 2016 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

338 

13.2.7 KURINGAL VILLAGE REFURBISHMENT 

Name of Applicant: Internal Report 
Name of Owner: Shire of Northam 
File Ref: A325 
Officer: Nathan Gough / Chadd Hunt 
Officer Interest: N/A 
Policy: N/A 
Voting: Absolute Majority 
Date: 5 February 2016 

 
PURPOSE 
 
For Council to approve additional expenditure on the refurbishment of one unit in the 
Kuringal Village Aged Accommodation complex. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Council owns and operates the Kuringal Village in Wundowie and budgets for both 
general maintenance for all of the units and also makes an annual allocation of $11,000 
for the refurbishment of one unit prior to a new tenant entering that unit. 
 
It is apparent that given the age of the units the current allocation for the refurbishment 
will be required to be increased in the future. In addition there is extenuating 
circumstances for additional costs associated with the refurbishment of this unit. 
 
STATUTORY IMPACTS 
 
N/A 
 
CONFORMITY WITH THE STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PLAN / CORPORATE PLAN 
 
STRATEGIC INITIATIVE C1.5: Facilitate provision of services for aged persons and 

people with disabilities 
ACTION:    Manage & Maintain Kuringal Village (8units) 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
As indicated Council has allocated $11,000 within the 2015/16 Budget for the 
refurbishment of one unit. Staff now seek to increase this amount to $35,890 as per the 
table presented below; 
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Kuringal Village Unit Refurbishment 

  
    

Total 

Original Budget 
   

$11,000 
Additional Transfer from 
Aged Care Reserve 

  

$18,390 

Additional Insurance Income 
  

$6,500 

  
    

  

Total Refurbishment 
Expenditure   $35,890 

 
 
The Aged care reserve currently has a budgeted closing balance of $236,309 as off the 
30th June 2016, the closing balance after the above transaction will be $225,309. The 
above changes will be carried out as part of the budget review process that will be 
presented at the ordinary meeting of Council on the 16th March 2016. 
 
OFFICER’S COMMENT 
 
The proposed refurbishment includes the following works – 

 Remove all the existing furniture including kitchen cabinets, flooring and 
bathroom fixtures (completed); 

 Thorough cleaning of entire unit (completed); 
 Replace the cabinets in kitchen and laundry/ bathroom; 
 Retile the bathroom; 
 Replace toilet pan and cistern; 
 Replace taps in bathroom and kitchen; 
 Replace gas stove; 
 Paint throughout; and 
 Install floor coverings and blinds. 

 
RECOMMENDATION / COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute No: C.2646 
 
Moved: Cr Rumjantsev 
Seconded: Cr Hughes 
 
That Council; 
 
1. Authorise the increase in expenditure of the Kuringal Village Unit 

Refurbishment (GL 09242003) to $35,890 within the 2015/16 Budget; and 
2. Authorise the transfer from the Aged Accommodation Reserve of an 

additional $18,390. 
CARRIED 9/0 

BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 
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13.3. CORPORATE SERVICES 

13.3.1 ACCOUNTS AND STATEMENTS OF ACCOUNTS – JANUARY 2016 
 

 
PURPOSE 
 
The Accounts due and submitted to the Ordinary Council Meeting on 17 February 2016 
are attached. 

 
RECOMMENDATION / COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute No: C.2647 
 
Moved:  Cr Hughes 
Seconded: Cr Antonio 
 
That Council endorse the payments for the period 1 January 2016 to 31 January 
2016, as listed, which have been made in accordance with the delegated 
authority reference number (M/F/F/Regs LGA 1995 S5.42). 
 
Municipal Bank Vouchers 34408 – 34434    $    124,405.90 
Municipal Bank Electronic Fund Transfer EFT21898 to  
EFT22154          $ 1,082,754.75  
Trust Bank Electronic Fund Transfer Direct Debit Fund  
Transfer 9404.1 and 9437.1 to 9437.13 and 9462.1 
and 9478.1 to 9478.13       $      63,121.31 
Municipal Bank Electronic Fund Transfer Payroll 12/01/2016 $    197,879.15 
Municipal Bank Electronic Fund Transfer Payroll 26/01/2016 $    203,181.55 
 
 TOTAL        $ 1,671,342.66 

 
CARRIED 9/0 

 

  

Name of Applicant: 
Name of Owner:  
File Ref: 
Officer: 
Officer Interest: 
Policy 
Voting 
Date: 

Internal Report 
N/A 
2.1.3.4 
Kathy Scholz / Colin Young 
Nil 
Nil 
Simple Majority 
5 February 2016 
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LIST OF ACCOUNTS DUE &SUBMITTED TO COUNCIL JANUARY 2016 
CHQ/EFT DATE NAME DESCRIPTION AMOUNT 

$ 
EFT21898 07/01/2016 AUSTRALIAN TAXATION 

OFFICE - PAYG 
PAYG PAYRUN 16/12/2015 TO 29/12/2015. -          51,952.00  

EFT21899 07/01/2016 CHILD SUPPORT 
AGENCY 

PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS -               463.72  

EFT21900 07/01/2016 CHRIS DAVIDSON COUNCILLOR MONTHLY PAYMENTS 
DECEMBER 2015. 

-            1,906.37  

EFT21901 07/01/2016 CHRISTOPHER RICHARD 
ANTONIO 

COUNCILLOR MONTHLY PAYMENTS 
DECEMBER 2015. 

-            1,785.75  

EFT21902 07/01/2016 DENIS GRAHAM 
BERESFORD 

COUNCILLOR MONTHLY PAYMENTS 
DECEMBER 2015. 

-            1,726.55  

EFT21903 07/01/2016 DESMOND ARNOLD 
HUGHES 

COUNCILLOR MONTHLY PAYMENTS 
DECEMBER 2015. 

-            1,726.55  

EFT21904 07/01/2016 JENNIFER ANN BECKER REIMBURSEMENT OF CERTIFICATE IV IN 
ACCOUNTING. 

-            1,890.00  

EFT21905 07/01/2016 JOHN PROUD COUNCILLOR MONTHLY PAYMENTS 
DECEMBER 2015. 

-            1,726.55  

EFT21906 07/01/2016 JRC BUILDING & 
CONSTRUCTION PTY 
LTD 

LANDSCAPING AT DOCTOR SURGERY. -            7,176.18  

EFT21907 07/01/2016 JULIE ELLEN WILLIAMS COUNCILLOR MONTHLY PAYMENTS 
DECEMBER 2015. 

-            1,726.55  

EFT21908 07/01/2016 KRISTY HOPKINS REIMBURSEMENT OF 50% POOL SEASON 
PASS FOR STAFF. 

-               156.75  

EFT21909 07/01/2016 MAXXIA PTY LTD PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS -               514.32  
EFT21910 07/01/2016 MICHAEL JOHN NEWTON REIMBURSEMENT FOR PRE-

EMPLOYMENT NATIONAL POLICE 
CLEARANCE. 

-                 61.80  

EFT21911 07/01/2016 PAUL R MELIA CASH REGISTER FOR WUNDOWIE 
SWIMMING POOL. 

-            1,500.00  

EFT21912 07/01/2016 POLLARD FAMILY 
SUPERANNUATION 
FUND T/A POLLARD 
ENTERPRISES PTY LTD 

COUNCILLOR MONTHLY 
SUPERANNUATION CONTRIBUTION 
DECEMBER 2015. 

-            2,500.00  

EFT21913 07/01/2016 ROBERT WAYNE TINETTI COUNCILLOR MONTHLY PAYMENTS 
DECEMBER 2015. 

-            1,726.55  

EFT21914 07/01/2016 STEVEN BRUCE 
POLLARD 

COUNCILLOR MONTHLY PAYMENTS 
DECEMBER 2015. 

-            2,846.15  

EFT21915 07/01/2016 TERRY MATTHEW 
LITTLE 

COUNCILLOR MONTHLY PAYMENTS 
DECEMBER 2015. 

-            2,489.80  

EFT21916 07/01/2016 ULO RUMJANTSEV COUNCILLOR MONTHLY PAYMENTS 
DECEMBER 2015. 

-            1,978.15  

EFT21917 08/01/2016 DEPARTMENT OF FIRE & 
EMERGENCY 
SERVICE(DFES) OF 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

2015/16 ESL QUARTER 2 CONTRIBUTION. -         134,096.01  

EFT21918 15/01/2016 JR & A HERSEY PTY LTD DISPOSABLE EARPLUGS FOR DEPOT. -               106.70  
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EFT21919 15/01/2016 SHIRE OF TOODYAY AVON VALLEY WRITING FESTIVAL 2015 
FUNDING. 

-            1,650.00  

EFT21920 15/01/2016 ADAMSON CONCRETING 
PTY LTD 

REINSTATE CONCRETE DRIVEWAY'S 
FROM PATHWAY TO BOUNDARY ON  
DOCTORS DRIVE. 

-          13,178.00  

EFT21921 15/01/2016 ANDY'S PLUMBING 
SERVICE 

REPAIRS TO VARIOUS SHIRE BUILDINGS. -            1,710.50  

EFT21922 15/01/2016 APPLIED INDUSTRIAL 
TECHNOLOGIES T/A 
NORTHAM BEARINGS 

ASSORTED ITEMS FOR MAINTENANCE 
REPAIRS. 

-               285.83  

EFT21923 15/01/2016 ASLAB PTY LTD BASECOURSE TESTING ON VARIOUS 
SHIRE ROADS. 

-            2,483.66  

EFT21924 15/01/2016 AUS RECORD FILES & CLIPS FOR RECORDS. -               374.00  
EFT21925 15/01/2016 AUSTRALIA POST NOVEMBER 2015 ACCOUNT FOR LIBRARY, 

KILLARA & ADMIN BUILDING. 
-            1,393.56  

EFT21926 15/01/2016 AUSTRALIAN GROWN STOCK PURCHASES FOR VISITORS 
CENTRE. 

-               425.04  

EFT21927 15/01/2016 AUSTRALIAN TAXATION 
OFFICE - PAYG 

PAYG PAYRUN 30/12/2015 - 12/01/2016. -          53,960.00  

EFT21928 15/01/2016 AUTOPRO NORTHAM 3 X 1W 801CH HANDHELD RADIO PACK. -               209.97  
EFT21929 15/01/2016 AV-SEC SECURITY 

SERVICES 
SECURITY SERVICES FOR VARIOUS 
SHIRE BUILDINGS & EVENTS. 

-            2,004.10  

EFT21930 15/01/2016 AVON DEMOLITION & 
EARTHMOVING 

MANAGEMENT OF INKPEN WASTE 
MANAGEMENT FACILITY FOR THE PERIOD 
24/11/2015 TO 20/12/2015. 

-            3,136.00  

EFT21931 15/01/2016 AVON PAPER SHRED DESTRUCTION OF ARCHIVE BOXES & 
SHREDDING OF CONFIDENTAL OFFICE 
PAPERWORK . 

-               547.80  

EFT21932 15/01/2016 AVON SPICE CAFE CATERING FOR DECEMBER ORDINARY 
COUNCIL MEETING 16/12/2015. 

-               374.00  

EFT21933 15/01/2016 AVON TELECOMS PTY 
LTD 

SECURITY MONITORING FOR MONTH OF 
JANUARY FOR VARIOUS SHIRE 
BUILDINGS. 

-               710.00  

EFT21934 15/01/2016 AVON VALLEY MOWER & 
CHAINSAW CENTRE 

CHLORINE FOR NORTHAM & WUNDOWIE 
SWIMMING POOLS & WATER PARK, 
REPAIRS TO MINOR PLANT. 

-            1,813.21  

EFT21935 15/01/2016 AVON VALLEY STOCK 
FEED & GARDEN 
SUPPLIES 

FOOD FOR UPKEEP OF WHITE SWANS 
COLONY. 

-                 51.90  

EFT21936 15/01/2016 AVON WASTE WASTE REMOVAL FOR FORTNIGHT 
ENDING 31/8/2015, 11/12/2015, 24/12/2015 & 
08/01/2016. 

-         155,054.31  

EFT21937 15/01/2016 BLACKWELL PLUMBING 
PTY LTD 

PLUMBING REPAIRS AT VARIOUS SHIRE 
PROPERTIES. 

-               564.30  

EFT21938 15/01/2016 BOUNCY FUN CASTLES HIRE OF BOUNCY CASTLE FOR XMAS 
PARTY. 

-               580.00  

EFT21939 15/01/2016 C.Y.O'CONNOR 
INSTITUTE 

CERTIFICATE III AGED CARE TRAINEE 
FOR JOANNE FRENCH. 

-                 64.94  

EFT21940 15/01/2016 CARROLL & 
RICHARDSON-

NEW AUSTRALIAN FLAG & HANDWAVE 
FLAGS FOR AUSTRALIA DAY. 

-               453.50  
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FLAGWORLD PTY LTD 

EFT21941 15/01/2016 CENTRAL DISTRICTS 
AIRCONDITIONING 
PLUMBING & 
ELECTRICAL 

CLEAN COILS ON AIR CONDITIONERS IN 
ADMIN BUILDING. 

-               140.00  

EFT21942 15/01/2016 CHILD SUPPORT 
AGENCY 

PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS -               463.72  

EFT21943 15/01/2016 COCA-COLA AMATIL 
(AUST) PTY LTD 

REFRESHMENTS FOR NORTHAM 
SWIMMING POOL CANTEEN. 

-               618.74  

EFT21944 15/01/2016 COLIN DUNCAN GRANT MONTHLY CLEANING OF NORTHAM 
DISTRICT SES OFFICES FOR DECEMBER 
2015. 

-               110.00  

EFT21945 15/01/2016 CONTRAFLOW PTY LTD LOCAL GOVERNMENT TMP FOR AVON 
RIVER FESTIVAL. 

-               165.00  

EFT21946 15/01/2016 COUNTRY COPIERS 
NORTHAM 

STATIONARY FOR LIBRARY & VISITORS 
CENTRE. 

-               131.90  

EFT21947 15/01/2016 COURIER AUSTRALIA FREIGHT CHARGES FOR ADMIN, 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES & LIBRARY 
FOR THE PERIOD 30/11/2015 TO 
18/12/2015. 

-               117.41  

EFT21948 15/01/2016 DANIEL JOHN RODNEY 
HENDRIKSEN 

REIMBURSEMENT FOR POLICE 
CLEARANCE APPLICATION. 

-                 61.80  

EFT21949 15/01/2016 DAVE'S TREE SERVICE STREET TREE PRUNNING RIVERSIDE 
OUTLOOK, BEST VISTA, SANDMEWS, 
ENTRANCE AVE, HEAL CRT, OTTAWAY 
DR, WALKWAY BETWEEN SANDMEWS & 
JESSUP & YALBAROO RD. 

-            2,640.00  

EFT21950 15/01/2016 DRACO AIR PTY LTD INSTALL FUJITSU AIR CONDITIONER AT 
FLUFFY DUCKS CHILD CARE CENTRE. 

-            4,342.59  

EFT21951 15/01/2016 DUN & BRADSTREET 
AUSTRALIA 

EXTERNAL SOLICITORS COSTS - 
CHRISTOPHER CHARLES SHANNON. 

-               583.61  

EFT21952 15/01/2016 DUNNING INVESTMENTS 
PTY LTD 

FUEL PURCHASES FOR MONTH OF 
DECEMBER 2015. 

-          20,337.24  

EFT21953 15/01/2016 E FIRE & SAFETY SERVICE FIRE EXTINGUISHERS AT 
VARIOUS SHIRE BUILDINGS. 

-            4,681.60  

EFT21954 15/01/2016 EP PROPERTY CARE 
SERVICES 

GARDEN MAINTENANCE TO NORTHAM 
SWIMMING POOL FOR NOVEMBER 2015. 

-               257.40  

EFT21955 15/01/2016 FIRE MITIGATION 
SERVICES 

FIRE MIGRATION SERVICES TO REVIEW 
FIRE MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE 
HAWKE AV PROPOSED SUBDIVISION IN 
BAKERS HILL. 

-               255.00  

EFT21956 15/01/2016 FLAT OUT FREIGHT FREIGHT CHARGES FOR VISITORS 
CENTRE. 

-                 62.20  

EFT21957 15/01/2016 FM SURVEYS SURVEY OF MARKED UP POINTS ON 
NORTHAM TOWNSITE DRAINAGE. 

-               770.00  

EFT21958 15/01/2016 FRAMESWEST MANUFACTURE & FIT POST TO SWIMMING 
POOL COVER & FIT HANDRAIL TO TIERED 
SEATING AT HENRY ST OVAL. 

-            2,391.40  

EFT21959 15/01/2016 FULTON HOGAN 
INDUSTRIES PTY LTD 

SPRAY SEAL KATRINE RD & EMULSION. -          13,124.10  
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EFT21960 15/01/2016 GEOFFREY LEONARD 
HOWARD 

RATES INCENTIVE PRIZE COMPETION 
2015/2016 $200 PRIZE DONATED BY THE 
AVON VALLEY ADVOCATE. 

-               200.00  

EFT21961 15/01/2016 GLENN STUART 
BEVERIDGE 

REPAIRS TO VARIOUS SHIRE BUILDINGS. -            6,258.50  

EFT21962 15/01/2016 GRASS VALLEY TAVERN GIFT VOUCHER FOR BUSHFIRE BRIGADE 
VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH - RICHARD 
MARRIS. 

-               150.00  

EFT21963 15/01/2016 HAYS SPECIALIST 
RECRUITMENT 
(AUSTRALIA) PTY 
LIMITED 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES PROVIDED BY 
CARY GREEN EXECUTIVE MANAGER 
CORPORATE SERVICES. 

-            5,979.24  

EFT21964 15/01/2016 HOST AUTO REPAIRS REPAIRS TO FIRE BRIGADE VEHICLES. -               410.95  
EFT21965 15/01/2016 IMMACU SWEEP STREET SWEEPING TOWN CENTRE 

FOOTPATHS FOR THE PERIOD 19/10/2015 
TO 24/11/2015. 

-            7,524.00  

EFT21966 15/01/2016 INLAND PLUMBING & 
TOTAL RETICULATION 

RETICULATION PARTS FOR VARIOUS 
SHIRE GARDENS. 

-                 79.48  

EFT21967 15/01/2016 ISOBEL ROBERTS STOCK PURCHASES FOR THE VISITORS 
CENTRE. 

-               185.00  

EFT21968 15/01/2016 IXOM OPERATIONS PTY 
LTD 

CHLORINE GAS FOR NORTHAM 
SWIMMING POOL & CHLORINE SERVICE 
FEE FOR THE PERIOD OF 1/10/2015 TO 
31/12/2015.. 

-            3,498.79  

EFT21969 15/01/2016 JACOBUS NIEUWOUDT REIMBURSEMENT FOR POLICE 
CLEARANCE. 

-                 61.80  

EFT21970 15/01/2016 JACQUELINE UTBER REIMBURSEMENT FOR PRESCRIPTION 
GLASSES BROKEN ON JOB. 

-               220.00  

EFT21971 15/01/2016 JAYNE MCINNES CLEANING OF SENIORS HALL FOR THE 
PERIOD 23/11/2015 TO 30/12/2015. 

-               700.00  

EFT21972 15/01/2016 JIM MCKENZIE PTY LTD LOCATE SERVICES ON SOUTHERN 
BROOK. 

-            1,072.50  

EFT21973 15/01/2016 KATHERINE STEWART X7 COPIES OF FAMOUS ANIMALS VOLUME 
1" FOR LIBRARY." 

-                 70.00  

EFT21974 15/01/2016 KLEENWEST 
DISTRIBUTORS 

CHEMICAL ORDER FOR KILLARA DAY 
CENTRE. 

-               173.25  

EFT21975 15/01/2016 LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
MANAGERS AUSTRALIA 
WA DIVISION INC 

LGMA EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT 
PROGRAM 2016 COURSE REGISTRATION 
FOR ROSS RAYSON & COLIN YOUNG. 

-            3,900.00  

EFT21976 15/01/2016 LOUI'S PLANT HIRE RE-DIRECT STORMWATER & PVC PIPING 
& CONCRETE PATHS & PRAM RAMPS AT 
AVAS CARPARK & APRON ON 
CROSSOVER ON DOCTORS DRIVE. 

-            5,060.00  

EFT21977 15/01/2016 MARKETFORCE ADVERTISING IN NEWSPAPERS FOR 
OCTOBER & DECEMBER. 

-            8,099.46  

EFT21978 15/01/2016 MATHEW MACQUEEN REPAIR STANDPIPES & WATER TANKS. -               948.00  
EFT21979 15/01/2016 MAXXIA PTY LTD PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS -               514.32  
EFT21980 15/01/2016 MAYBERRY HAMMOND & 

CO 
LEASE AGREEMENT FOR C.Y.O'CONNOR 
INSTITUTE & WUNDOWIE TENNIS CLUB. 

-            1,061.06  

EFT21981 15/01/2016 METRO BEVERAGE CO REFRESHMENTS TO BE SOLD AT -               163.30  
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PTY LTD NORTHAM REC CENTRE. 
EFT21982 15/01/2016 MIDALIA STEEL STEEL DRAINAGE PRODUCTS FOR 

SOUTHERN BROOK. 
-               895.51  

EFT21983 15/01/2016 MOORE STEPHENS (WA) 
PTY LTD 

AUDIT SERVICES PROVIDED RESPECT TO 
THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2015. 

-          15,532.00  

EFT21984 15/01/2016 MORRIS PEST & WEED 
CONTROL 

BAIT FOR RODENTS AT VARIOUS SHIRE 
BUILDINGS. 

-            2,177.25  

EFT21985 15/01/2016 NAVMAN WIRELESS PTY 
LTD 

MONTHLY SUBSCRIPTION FEE FOR 
SATELLITE SERVICE. 

-               483.78  

EFT21986 15/01/2016 NORTHAM & DISTRICTS 
GLASS SERVICE 

REPLACEMENT OF BROKEN GLASS AT 
VARIOUS SHIRE BUILDINGS. 

-               432.30  

EFT21987 15/01/2016 NORTHAM BETTA HOME 
LIVING 

REPLACEMENT TOMTOM GPS FOR 
RANGERS. 

-               219.00  

EFT21988 15/01/2016 NORTHAM CARPETS 
PTY LTD 

INSTALL BLINDS AT UNIT 4 KURINGAL 
VILLAGE. 

-            1,250.00  

EFT21989 15/01/2016 NORTHAM CENTRAL 
NEWSAGENCY 

NEWSPAPERS FOR ADMIN BUILDING FOR 
THE PERIOD 01/12/2015 TO 04/01/2015. 

-                 49.50  

EFT21990 15/01/2016 NORTHAM FAMILY 
PRACTICE 

PRE-EMPLOYMENT MEDICAL 
EXAMINATION. 

-               236.50  

EFT21991 15/01/2016 CANCELLED PAYMENT     
EFT21992 15/01/2016 NORTHAM HARDWARE ASSORTED ITEMS FOR MAINTENANCE 

REPAIRS. 
-                 31.90  

EFT21993 15/01/2016 NORTHAM MAZDA 30,000KM SERVICE FOR MAZDA CX9 
N4082. 

-               337.72  

EFT21994 15/01/2016 NORTHAM MITRE 10 
SOLUTIONS 

ASSORTED ITEMS FOR MAINTENANCE 
REPAIRS. 

-            1,398.87  

EFT21995 15/01/2016 NORTHAM TOY LIBRARY RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP FOR 2016 
(EXPIRES 30/6/2017). 

-                 60.00  

EFT21996 15/01/2016 NORTHAM TOYOTA 40,000KM SERVICE TO ISUZU MUX N10721. -               850.00  
EFT21997 15/01/2016 NORTHAM VETERINARY 

CENTRE 
ANIMAL DISTRUCTION & DISPOSAL. -               761.05  

EFT21998 15/01/2016 OCLC (UK) LTD AMLIB ANNUAL MAINTENANCE 
SUBSCRIPTION FOR THE PERIOD 
01/12/2015 TO 30/06/2016. 

-               192.50  

EFT21999 15/01/2016 OFFICEWORKS 
SUPERSTORES PTY LTD 

EPSON WORKFORCE WF-3640 WIRELESS 
PRINTER FOR LIBRARY. 

-               203.95  

EFT22000 15/01/2016 OXTER SERVICES CEMETERY INVOICING FOR THE 
FORTNIGHT ENDING 11 DECEMBER 2015 
& GARBAGE BAGS FOR DEPOT. 

-            2,189.61  

EFT22001 15/01/2016 PANDA CHINESE 
RESTAURANT & 
TAKEAWAY 

CATERING FOR COUNCIL FORUM 
MEETING ON 21/10/2015. 

-               216.00  

EFT22002 15/01/2016 PERFECT COMPUTER 
SOLUTIONS PTY LTD 

RESOLVED COMPUTER ISSUES IN 
VARIOUS SHIRE BUILDINGS. 

-            6,902.50  

EFT22003 15/01/2016 PFD FOOD SERVICES 
PTY LTD 

FOOD FOR NORTHAM SWIMMING POOL. -            2,227.95  

EFT22004 15/01/2016 PHONOGRAPHIC 
PERFORMANCE 
COMPANY OF 
AUSTRALIA LTD 

AUTO FITNESS CLASSES - V1 LICENCE 
FOR 01/01/2016 - 31/12/2016. 

-               113.85  
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EFT22005 15/01/2016 PRESTIGE ALARMS SECURITY UPGRADES AT TO ADMIN 
BUILDING WINDOWS. 

-            2,090.00  

EFT22006 15/01/2016 PROFESSIONAL 
LOCKSERVICE 

UPGRADE LOCKS ON VARIOUS SHIRE 
BUILDINGS. 

-            3,501.38  

EFT22007 15/01/2016 PROSPECTORS 
SUPPLIES PTY LTD 

ITEMS REQUIRED FOR SEARCH 
OPERATIONS & FOR NAVIGATION FOR 
SES. 

-               749.89  

EFT22008 15/01/2016 QUAD SERVICES PTY 
LTD 

CLEANING AT VARIOUS SHIRE BUILDINGS 
FOR DECEMBER 2015. 

-            3,697.13  

EFT22009 15/01/2016 RED DOT STORES STORY TIME BOOKS - SANTA GIFTS FOR 
LIBRARY. 

-                 79.80  

EFT22010 15/01/2016 ROCLA PIPELINE 
PRODUCTS 

DRAINAGE MATERIALS FOR 
INSTALLATION ON WERRIBEE ROAD & 
SOUTHERN BROOK RD. 

-            5,312.20  

EFT22011 15/01/2016 SETH WILLIAM TUCKER 
T/A TUCKERBUILT 

PAVING IN BOULEVARD - CLEAN PAVERS, 
SCREED & RELAY PAVING TO MATCH 
EXISTING AROUND POWER DOME. 

-               880.00  

EFT22012 15/01/2016 SIMON NEVILL 
PUBLICATIONS 

STOCK PURCHASES FOR VISITORS 
CENTRE. 

-               198.91  

EFT22013 15/01/2016 SLATER-GARTRELL 
SPORTS 

STARTING GUN DOUBLE HAMMER FOR 
JUBILEE OVAL. 

-               136.40  

EFT22014 15/01/2016 SPECIALISED TREE 
SERVICE 

ARBORICULTURAL WORK AT BERNARD 
PARK REMOVING SELECTED TREES. 

-               600.00  

EFT22015 15/01/2016 SPORTSPOWER 
NORTHAM 

GIFT CARDS FOR CHRISTMAS GIFTS & 
STAFF UNIFORMS. 

-            2,045.40  

EFT22016 15/01/2016 STAPLES AUSTRALIA 
PTY LIMITED 

STATIONARY FOR ADMIN BUILDING. -            1,172.99  

EFT22017 15/01/2016 STATE LIBRARY OF 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

WUNDOWIE LIBRARY LOST/DAMAGED 
BOOKS. 

-                 56.10  

EFT22018 15/01/2016 STEPHEN JAMES GRAY FUEL REIMBURSEMENT FOR 1BNP584 - 
BUSH FIRE BRIGADE VEHICLE. 

-                 51.50  

EFT22019 15/01/2016 STEWART & HEATON 
CLOTHING CO.PTY LTD 

PPE EQUIPMENT FOR THE FIRE 
BRIGADES. 

-               454.20  

EFT22020 15/01/2016 THE WORKWEAR 
GROUP 

UNIFORM FOR STAFF MEMBERS. -               514.01  

EFT22021 15/01/2016 TOTAL GREEN 
RECYCLING PTY LTD 

RECLYCLING OF ELECTRONIC 
EQUIPMENT. 

-            2,358.40  

EFT22022 15/01/2016 TRISLEY'S HYDRAULIC 
SERVICES PTY LTD 

ANNUAL SERVICE TO NORTHAM 
SWIMMING POOL. 

-            7,802.30  

EFT22023 15/01/2016 TYREPOWER REPLACE TYRES TO VARIOUS SHIRE 
VEHICLES. 

-               786.75  

EFT22024 15/01/2016 VJZOO BUIDLING PROJECTION ON TWO 
BUILDINGS FOR 14 NIGHTS WITH 12,000 
LUMENS PROJECTORS, INCLUDING BASIC 
CONTENT DEVELOPMENT. 

-          53,922.00  

EFT22025 15/01/2016 WA RANGERS 
ASSOCIATION INC 

RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP FOR 
RANGERS FOR THE PERIOD 01/01/2016 
31/12/2016. 

-               100.00  

EFT22026 15/01/2016 WADE GORDON 
ASHMAN 

FIREBREAKS COMPLETED FOR VARIOUS 
PROPERTIES. 

-            1,430.00  
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EFT22027 15/01/2016 WESTERN AUSTRALIAN 
TREASURY 
CORPORATION 

GOVERNMENT GUARANTEE FEE 
ACCURAL REPORT - TRADE DETAIL FOR 
THE PERIOD ENDING 31/12/2015. 

-            8,429.24  

EFT22028 15/01/2016 WESTERN IRRIGATION 
PTY LTD 

INVESTIGATE HIGH PRESSURE FAULTS 
AT BERNARD PARK. 

-               871.20  

EFT22029 15/01/2016 WESTSIDE FIRE 
SERVICES 

REPLACE BROKEN MCP GLASS & RESET 
SYSTEM. 

-               209.00  

EFT22030 15/01/2016 WUNDOWIE SPRINGS 
PTY LTD WUNDOWIE 
ONE STOP 

RETICULATION PARTS FOR VARIOUS 
SHIRE BUILDINGS. 

-               151.59  

EFT22031 22/01/2016 A COUNTRY PRACTICE CAT STERLISATION FEES FOR SHIRE 9 
CATS. 

-            1,100.00  

EFT22032 22/01/2016 ABBOTT & CO PRINTERS ANIMAL IMPOUND BOOKS FOR RANGER 
SERVICES. 

-               775.50  

EFT22033 22/01/2016 APPLIED INDUSTRIAL 
TECHNOLOGIES T/A 
NORTHAM BEARINGS 

PARTS FOR VARIOUS SHIRE VEHICLES. -               153.11  

EFT22034 22/01/2016 AUSTRALIA POST AUSTRALIA POST ACCOUNT FOR MONTH 
OF DECEMBER 2015. 

-            1,565.46  

EFT22035 22/01/2016 AUTOPRO NORTHAM GIFT VOUCHERS FOR STAFF CHRISTMAS 
GIFTS. 

-               700.00  

EFT22036 22/01/2016 AVON DEMOLITION & 
EARTHMOVING 

MANAGEMENT OF INKPEN WASTE 
MANAGEMENT FOR THE PERIOD 22/8/2015 
TO 3/1/2016. 

-            3,341.00  

EFT22037 22/01/2016 AVON VALLEY 
CONSTRUCTION 

MAINTENANCE REPAIRS TO UNIT 7 
KURINGAL VILLAGE. 

-            1,727.00  

EFT22038 22/01/2016 AVON VALLEY 
CONTRACTORS 

OLD CARAVAN PARK TOILET BLOCK 
DEMOLITION. 

-            8,624.00  

EFT22039 22/01/2016 AVON VALLEY MOWER & 
CHAINSAW CENTRE 

PUREX POOL CHLORINE FOR WUNDOWIE 
SWIMMING POOL & ENGINE MOUNTS FOR 
PLATE COMPACTOR. 

-               469.24  

EFT22040 22/01/2016 AVON VALLEY NISSAN PURCHASE OF NISSAN NAVARA UTE FOR 
PARKS & GARDENS & CARRY OUT 
30,000KM SERVICE ON N.11069 - PN1409. 

-          22,154.47  

EFT22041 22/01/2016 AVW ELECTRICAL REPAIR ELECTRICAL CHARGER AT BAKER 
HILLS FIRE SHED. 

-               265.10  

EFT22042 22/01/2016 BAKERS HILL 
PROGRESS & 
RECREATION 
ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL SHIRE BUDGET ALLOCATION 
FOR 2015/2016 FOR AUSTRALIA DAY & 
SHIRE ALLOCATION. 

-            8,052.00  

EFT22043 22/01/2016 BENARA NURSERIES LOMANDRA PLANTS FOR PARKING BAYS. -               396.00  
EFT22044 22/01/2016 BLACKWELL PLUMBING 

PTY LTD 
REPAIRS AT VARIOUS SHIRE BUILDINGS. -               718.70  

EFT22045 22/01/2016 BMT JFA CONSULTANTS 
PTY LTD 

CONSULTANCY WORK ON TOWN POOL 
DREDGING PROPOSAL. 

-          13,931.78  

EFT22046 22/01/2016 BOUNCY FUN CASTLES HIRE OF BOUNCY CASTLE & OPERATOR 
FOR MOVIES AT TWILIGHT AT WUNDOWIE 
OVAL ON 16/01/2016. 

-               638.00  

EFT22047 22/01/2016 BRETT WILLIAM 
GRAHAM 

REIMBURSEMENT FOR POLICE 
CLEARANCE APPLICATION. 

-                 61.80  
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EFT22048 22/01/2016 CADD'S FASHIONS UNIFORMS FOR ALL DEPOT STAFF FOR 
2015/2016. 

-            8,992.25  

EFT22049 22/01/2016 CANNON HYGIENE 
AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 

SANITARY UNITS SUPPLIED IN VARIOUS 
SHIRE BUILDINGS. 

-               344.51  

EFT22050 22/01/2016 CCS STRATEGIC 
MANAGEMENT 

NORTHAM RECREATION FACILITIES 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN REVIEW. 

-            8,303.90  

EFT22051 22/01/2016 CJD EQUIPMENT PTY 
LTD 

REPAIRS TO VARIOUS SHIRE VEHICLES. -            1,278.23  

EFT22052 22/01/2016 CONTRAFLOW PTY LTD TMP FOR CHRISTMAS EVENT 2015. -               495.00  
EFT22053 22/01/2016 COUNTRY COPIERS 

NORTHAM 
STATIONERY FOR VARIOUS SHIRE 
BUILDINGS. 

-               435.10  

EFT22054 22/01/2016 COVS PARTS PTY LTD BAG OF RAGS FOR DEPOT. -                 57.20  
EFT22055 22/01/2016 DEPARTMENT OF 

ENVIRONMENT 
REGULATION 

DER QUARTERLY LEVY PAYMENT FOR 
OCT-DEC 2015. 

-            3,509.62  

EFT22056 22/01/2016 E FIRE & SAFETY SERVICE OF FIRE EXTINGUISHERS AT 
VARIOUS SHIRE BUILDINGS. 

-               720.50  

EFT22057 22/01/2016 FRAMECOR SUPPLY OF HANGTRAC RAILING & ART 
HANGING SYSTEMS. 

-            3,450.00  

EFT22058 22/01/2016 FRAMESWEST REPAIR & REFIT PULL OUT STEP TO BUS 
KILLARA 3. 

-               434.50  

EFT22059 22/01/2016 GARPEN PTY LTD 9HP PULL START MOTOR - REPLACEMENT 
ENGINE FOR CRICKET WICKET ROLLER. 

-               345.00  

EFT22060 22/01/2016 GREENSEA HOLDINGS HAZARD REDUCTION AT VARIOUS 
PROPERTIES. 

-            2,337.50  

EFT22061 22/01/2016 HOLCIM AUSTRALIA PTY 
LTD 

CONCRETE POUR FOR DRAINAGE ON 
SOUTHERN BROOK. 

-            1,818.30  

EFT22062 22/01/2016 LANDGATE RURAL UV'S CHARGEABLE SCHEDULE 
R2015/16 DATE 31/10/2015 TO 11/12/2015. 

-                 64.00  

EFT22063 22/01/2016 LLOYDS EARTHMOVING 2/3 M3 LANDSCAPE MIX FOR VERGE 
MAINTENANCE. 

-                 60.00  

EFT22064 22/01/2016 MARK FERNIHOUGH RATES REFUND FOR ASSESSMENT 
A10192. 

-            1,600.00  

EFT22065 22/01/2016 MARKETFORCE ADVERTISING IN VARIOUS NEWSPAPERS. -            5,634.95  
EFT22066 22/01/2016 MATHEW MACQUEEN MOBILE PHONE USE OVER THE 2015/2016 

FIRE SEASON AS OF (BFAC MINUTES). 
-               500.00  

EFT22067 22/01/2016 MCLEODS BARRISTERS 
& SOLICITORS 

LEGAL FEES FOR VARIOUS MATTERS. -            3,240.05  

EFT22068 22/01/2016 NETSIGHT MONTHLY SUBSCRIPTION FOR JANUARY. -               663.30  
EFT22069 22/01/2016 NORTHAM BETTA HOME 

LIVING 
LOGITECH MOUSE FOR CEO & CEO 
LAPTOP. 

-                 59.90  

EFT22070 22/01/2016 NORTHAM MITRE 10 
SOLUTIONS 

ASSORTED ITEMS FOR MAINTENANCE 
REPAIRS. 

-            2,423.75  

EFT22071 22/01/2016 NORTHAM TOWING 
SERVICE 

TOW THREE VEHICLES FROM VERGE 
(COLLINS PLACE TO NORTHAM) & SIMS 
RD. 

-               407.00  

EFT22072 22/01/2016 OCLC (UK) LTD AMLIB SIP2 CONNECTIVITY MODULE WITH 
A 2-5 LICENCE FOR LIBRARY. 

-            3,300.00  

EFT22073 22/01/2016 OXTER SERVICES CONSUMABLES FOR VARIOUS SHIRE 
BUIDINGS. 

-               905.66  
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EFT22074 22/01/2016 PAULA LEA DUFF REFUND OF DOG REGISTRATION. -                 14.06  
EFT22075 22/01/2016 PERFECT COMPUTER 

SOLUTIONS PTY LTD 
UPGRADES OF COMPUTER SOFTWARE 
AT LIBRARY. 

-               680.00  

EFT22076 22/01/2016 PFD FOOD SERVICES 
PTY LTD 

FOOD FOR NORTHAM SWIMMING POOL. -            1,983.05  

EFT22077 22/01/2016 PRIME MEDIA GROUP NORTHAM ADVERT SERIES IN 
PARTNERSHIP WITH NORTHAM CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE & AVON INDUSTRIAL 
PARK. 

-               569.80  

EFT22078 22/01/2016 PROMAPP SOLUTIONS 
LIMITED 

MONTHLY SUBSCRIPTION FOR MONTH OF 
DECEMBER 2015. 

-            1,122.00  

EFT22079 22/01/2016 RADIOWEST 
BROADCASTERS PTY 
LTD 

RADIO ADS FOR CHRISTMAS ON 
FITZGERALD EVENT 2015. 

-            1,155.00  

EFT22080 22/01/2016 RC SODABLAST HIGH PRESSURE CLEAN SOUND SHELL & 
REMOVE GRAFFITI AT BERNARD PARK 
TOILETS. 

-               990.00  

EFT22081 22/01/2016 RED DOT STORES CONSUMABLES FOR VARIOUS SHIRE 
BUIDINGS. 

-                 65.95  

EFT22082 22/01/2016 RETAIL DECISIONS 
(COLES) 

COLES PURCHASES FOR DECEMBER 2015 
FOR ADMIN, KILLARA, ENGINEERING & 
REC CENTRE. 

-            2,308.51  

EFT22083 22/01/2016 RICOH AUSTRALIA PRINTER CARTRIDGE FOR LICENCING 
PRINTER. 

-               143.00  

EFT22084 22/01/2016 ROADS2000 VARIOUS FOOTPATH WORK & ASPHALT 
SUPPLIED. 

-         104,719.65  

EFT22085 22/01/2016 SLAV'S CLEANING 
SERVICE 

CLEANING OF VARIOUS SHIRE BUILDINGS 
FOR MONTH OF DECEMBER 2015. 

-            9,016.01  

EFT22086 22/01/2016 SNAKES HARMFUL & 
HARMLESS 

SNAKE AWARENESS EDUCATION FOR 
STUDENTS X 4 ON 20 OCTOBER 2015. 

-               528.00  

EFT22087 22/01/2016 SQUIRE PATTON BOGGS 
(AU) 

NATIVE TITLE CLAIMS 
SNC#1(WAD6006/2003) & SNC#2 
(WAD6012/2003) LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 
FOR 01/12/2015 TO 22/12/2015. 

-                 37.81  

EFT22088 22/01/2016 ST JOHN AMBULANCE 
AUSTRALIA 

PROVIDE FIRST AID COURSE FOR 
NORTHAM VBFB ON 28/11/2015. 

-            1,680.00  

EFT22089 22/01/2016 THE WORKWEAR 
GROUP 

UNIFORM FOR STAFF. -               144.10  

EFT22090 22/01/2016 THOMPSONS LAWN 
MOWING 

FIREBREAKS COMPLETED FOR VARIOUS 
PROPERTIES. 

-               920.00  

EFT22091 22/01/2016 VINCELEC INSTALL EXIT SIGNS & SECURITY LIGHTS 
AT KILLARA. 

-            1,991.30  

EFT22092 22/01/2016 VODAFONE MESSAGING SERVICES FOR BRIGADES & 
SES FOR THE PERIOD 01/01/2016 TO 
31/01/2016. 

-               758.71  

EFT22093 22/01/2016 WA CONTRACT RANGER 
SERVICES 

CAT IMPOUND & TEMPORARY CARE FOR 
DECEMBER 2015. 

-               880.00  

EFT22094 22/01/2016 WA LIBRARY SUPPLIES LOCKABLE DVD CASES FOR LIBRARY. -               858.00  
EFT22095 22/01/2016 WA NATURALLY 

PUBLICATIONS 
STOCK PURCHASES FOR VISITORS 
CENTRE. 

-                 41.70  
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EFT22096 22/01/2016 WALLIS TIMBER FLOORS SANDING & SEALING FLOORS AT 
MEMORIAL HALL. 

-            7,685.00  

EFT22097 22/01/2016 WAY SIGNS 3 SIGNS FOR CLACKLINE STANDPIPE. -               528.00  
EFT22098 22/01/2016 WESTWIDE AUTO 

ELECTRICS & AIR 
CONDITIONING 

REPLACE ABS ACTUATOR AFTER 
ELECTRICAL FAULT ON PN1222. 

-            3,600.00  

EFT22099 22/01/2016 WHEATBELT 
SAFETYWEAR 

PPE EQUIPMENT FOR STAFF. -               180.00  

EFT22100 25/01/2016 PROBLEMS SOLVED N 
SOLUTIONS FOUND PTY 
LTD 

NUISANCE & DANGEROUS DOG 
ASSESMENT & ATTENDANCE AT DOGS 
DAY OUT ON 06/01/2016 FOR 
DEMONSTRATION & PRESENTATION.. 

-               500.00  

EFT22101 29/01/2016 JR & A HERSEY PTY LTD PPE FOR DEPOT STAFF. -               605.00  
EFT22102 29/01/2016 ALL-WAYS FOODS CANTEEN STOCK FOR NORTHAM 

SWIMMING POOL. 
-            3,096.79  

EFT22103 29/01/2016 ANDY'S PLUMBING 
SERVICE 

MODIFY VENTING TO PLUMBING AT OLD 
TOWN BUILDING. 

-               259.00  

EFT22104 29/01/2016 AUSTRALIAN SERVICES 
UNION 

PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS -                 25.80  

EFT22105 29/01/2016 AUSTRALIAN TAXATION 
OFFICE - PAYG 

PAYG PAYRUN 13/1/2016 TO 26/1/2016. -          57,710.00  

EFT22106 29/01/2016 AV-SEC SECURITY 
SERVICES 

ALARM ATTENDANCE AT VARIOUS SHIRE 
BUILDINGS. 

-               302.50  

EFT22107 29/01/2016 BAKERS HILL TAVERN GIFT VOUCHER FOR VBFB MEMBER OF 
THE MONTH. 

-               150.00  

EFT22108 29/01/2016 BLACKWELL PLUMBING 
PTY LTD 

INSTALL & TEST BACKFLOW DEVICE TO 
NORTHAM AIRFIELD & REC CENTRE. 

-               997.00  

EFT22109 29/01/2016 BRENDON ROBERT 
RUTTER 

REIMBURSEMENT FOR POLICE 
CLEARANCE APPLICATION. 

-                 61.80  

EFT22110 29/01/2016 BURGESS RAWSON 
(WA) PTY LTD 

WATER USAGE FROM SULLAGE WASTE 
POINT FOR THE PERIOD 13/11/2015 TO 
14/1/2016. 

-                 43.49  

EFT22111 29/01/2016 CENTRAL MOBILE 
MECHANICAL REPAIRS 

REMOVE DRAIN & REPAIR CRACKS IN 
DRAIN GRID AT CNR GORDON & 
BURNSIDE ST NORTHAM ON 30/11/2015 & 
FIT NEW DECK BELT ON HUSQUAVANA 
RIDE ON MOWER. . 

-               511.50  

EFT22112 29/01/2016 CHAMPION MUSIC PTY 
LTD 

ENTERTAINMENT FOR CHRISTMAS EVENT 
AT FITZGERALD STREET. 

-            1,045.00  

EFT22113 29/01/2016 CHIDLOW WATER 
CARRIERS 

FILL FIRE TANKS AT VARIOUS 
LOCATIONS. 

-            1,750.00  

EFT22114 29/01/2016 CHILD SUPPORT 
AGENCY 

PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS -               463.72  

EFT22115 29/01/2016 COCA-COLA AMATIL 
(AUST) PTY LTD 

STOCK FOR NORTHAM SWIMMING POOL 
CANTEEN. 

-            2,556.29  

EFT22116 29/01/2016 COLIN DUNCAN GRANT CLEANING AT NORTHAM DISTRICT SES 
FOR JANUARY 2016. 

-               110.00  

EFT22117 29/01/2016 COURIER AUSTRALIA FREIGHT CHARGES FOR DEPOT WEEK 
ENDING 15/01/2016. 

-                  9.26  
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EFT22118 29/01/2016 DEBBIE HUGHES - 
PERTH FACE PAINTING 
COMPANY 

HIRE OF FACE PAINTERS FOR 
CHRISTMAS ON FITZGERALD. 

-               799.92  

EFT22119 29/01/2016 E FIRE & SAFETY SERVICE FIRE EXTINGUISHERS AT 
VARIOUS SHIRE BUILDINGS. 

-            1,029.60  

EFT22120 29/01/2016 GARRY SHEPHERDSON TELEPHONE ALLOWANCE FOR MOBILE 
PHONE USE OVER 2015/2016 FIRE 
SEASON. 

-               500.00  

EFT22121 29/01/2016 GEOFF HESFORD 
ENGINEERING 

CONSULTING SERVICES FOR NORTHAM 
RECREATION CENTRE ON AIRCONDITING 
OPTIONS. 

-          11,220.00  

EFT22122 29/01/2016 GLENN STUART 
BEVERIDGE 

REPAINT ALL DECKING & HANDRAILS AT 
VISITORS CENTRE & RIVERS EDGE CAFE. 

-            2,167.00  

EFT22123 29/01/2016 HAYDN TRANSPORT FREIGHT CHARGES FROM CHADSON 
ENGINEERING TO REC CENTRE. 

-                 33.00  

EFT22124 29/01/2016 HAYS SPECIALIST 
RECRUITMENT 
(AUSTRALIA) PTY 
LIMITED 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES PROVIDED BY 
CARY GREEN EXECUTIVE CORPORATE 
MANAGER FOR WEEK ENDING 17/01/2016. 

-            3,369.65  

EFT22125 29/01/2016 HIRE KING HIRE OF SNOW MACHINE FOR 
CHRISTMAS STREET PARTY. 

-               375.00  

EFT22126 29/01/2016 HOST AUTO REPAIRS REPAIRS TO FIRE BRIGADE VEHICLES. -            4,937.15  
EFT22127 29/01/2016 LLOYD INVESTMENT 

GROUP PTY LTD 
SOUND & LIGHTING & STAGE FOR 
CHRISTMAS ON FITZGERALD & 
AUSTRALIA DAY CONCERT. 

-            2,400.00  

EFT22128 29/01/2016 LOUI'S PLANT HIRE DOCTORS DRIVE BACKFILL FOOTPATH 
VERGES & DRIVEWAYS 

-            2,750.00  

EFT22129 29/01/2016 MAL ROEDIGER 
NOMINEES PTY LTD 

REIMBURSEMENT OF ELECTRICITY 
CHARGES FOR 182 FITZGERALD STREET, 
NORTHAM STATEMENT 2067772 (45%) & 
STATEMENT 2069399. 

-               134.01  

EFT22130 29/01/2016 MATHEW MACQUEEN CLACKLINRE FIRE SHED - DAMAGE TO 
LEACH DRAIN INSTALL 50MM 
GALVANISED RAILING TO THREE SIDES 
OF LEACH DRAIN TO PREVENT ACCESS. 

-               880.00  

EFT22131 29/01/2016 MAXXIA PTY LTD PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS -               514.32  
EFT22132 29/01/2016 METRO BEVERAGE CO 

PTY LTD 
STOCK SUPPLIES FOR RECREATION 
CENTRE. 

-               160.20  

EFT22133 29/01/2016 NORTHAM & DISTRICTS 
GLASS SERVICE 

REPLACE WINDOWS AT VARIOUS SHIRE 
BUILDINGS. 

-            1,320.00  

EFT22134 29/01/2016 NORTHAM DISCOUNT 
DRUG STORE 

CLIENT MEDICATION. -                 14.59  

EFT22135 29/01/2016 NORTHAM FAMILY 
PRACTICE 

PRE-EMPLOYMENT MEDICAL 
EXAMINATION. 

-               236.50  

EFT22136 29/01/2016 OXTER SERVICES MAINTENANCE FOR BAKERS HILL & 
GRASS VALLEY TOWNSITES FOR THE 
PERIOD 30/11/2015 TO 01/01/2016. 

-            1,914.00  

EFT22137 29/01/2016 PAULL & WARNER BODY 
BUILDERS PTY LTD 

REPLACEMENT COMPASS FOR SES FIRE 
& RESCUE. 

-            1,016.40  

EFT22138 29/01/2016 PICNIC TABLES HIRE HIRE OF 6 TRADIONAL PINE PICNIC -            1,410.00  
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TABLES & PALLET BENCHES. 
EFT22139 29/01/2016 PROFESSIONAL 

LOCKSERVICE 
REPLACE LOCKS AT VISITORS CENTRE & 
SUPPLY PADLOCKS. 

-            1,353.11  

EFT22140 29/01/2016 PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
AUTHORITY OF 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
(TRANS WA) 

TICKET SALES FROM 01/12/2015 TO 
31/12/2015. 

-                 60.41  

EFT22141 29/01/2016 QUBE LOGISTICS TRANSPORT OF CHLORINE FOR 
NORTHAM SWIMMING POOL. 

-               824.29  

EFT22142 29/01/2016 QUIN'S GOURMET 
BUTCHERS 

SAUSAGES FOR AUSTRALIA DAY EVENT. -               400.00  

EFT22143 29/01/2016 R & JT CONTRACTORS 
PTY LTD 

REPAIRS TO DAMAGED WATER PIPE ON 
BROOME TERRACE. 

-               969.18  

EFT22144 29/01/2016 RACHEL JADE GUNN REIMBURSEMENT FOR POLICE 
CLEARNANCE APPLICATION. 

-                 61.80  

EFT22145 29/01/2016 ROADSWEST 
ENGINEERING GROUP 
WA PTY LTD 

REPLACE BRIDGE 615 ON CLYDESDALE 
ROAD. 

-            8,030.00  

EFT22146 29/01/2016 SETH WILLIAM TUCKER 
T/A TUCKERBUILT 

REPAIRS TO VARIOUS SHIRE 
PROPERTIES. 

-            3,203.75  

EFT22147 29/01/2016 ST JOHN AMBULANCE 
AUSTRALIA (WA) INC. 

FIRST AID COVER FOR AMBULANCE FOR 
WUNDOWIE MOVIE IN THE PARK 
16/01/2016. 

-               335.50  

EFT22148 29/01/2016 STERIHEALTH 
SERVICES PTY LTD 

SHARPS DISPOSAL AT VARIOUS SHIRE 
PUBLIC TOILETS. 

-               432.82  

EFT22149 29/01/2016 SWAN EVENT HIRE HIRE OF MARQUEE & EXTENSION CORD 
FOR CHRISTMAS ON FITZGERALD. 

-            6,225.50  

EFT22150 29/01/2016 THE LIONS CLUB OF 
NORTHAM 

STOCK FOR NORTHAM VISITORS 
CENTRE. 

-               264.00  

EFT22151 29/01/2016 THE RIVERSIDE HOTEL CATERING FOR COUNCIL MEETING ON 
20/01/2015. 

-               340.00  

EFT22152 29/01/2016 THE WEST AUSTRALIAN ADVERTISED IN THE WEST AUSTRALIAN 
12/11/2015. 

-               550.00  

EFT22153 29/01/2016 THE WORKWEAR 
GROUP 

UNIFORMS FOR STAFF. -               175.21  

EFT22154 29/01/2016 WRIGHT EXPRESS 
AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 
(PUMA ENERGY) 

FUEL USED BY FIRE BRIGADES & 
WUNDOWIE DEPOT STAFF PURCHASED 
AT EL CABALO. 

-               471.10  

      TOTAL EFT MUNICIPAL -      1,082,754.75  
          

34408 06/01/2016 AUSTRALIAN SERVICES 
UNION 

PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS -                 25.80  

34409 06/01/2016 LOCAL GOVERNMENT & 
RACECOURSE 
EMPLOYEES UNION 

PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS -                 41.00  

34410 06/01/2016 PERTH ENERGY PTY 
LTD 

ELECTRICITY CHARGES FOR 182 
FITZGERALD STREET NORTHAM 
ACCOUNT #601148. 

-                 93.14  

34411 06/01/2016 PETTY CASH PETTY CASH RECOUP FOR ADMIN. -               478.55  
34412 06/01/2016 SHIRE OF NORTHAM PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS -            1,300.00  
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34413 15/01/2016 AUSTRALIAN SERVICES 
UNION 

PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS -                 25.80  

34414 15/01/2016 JOHN ROEDIGER NEVON 
NOMINEES PTY LTD 

REIMBURSEMENT OF WATER USE & 
SERVICE CHARGE ACCOUNT FOR MAIN 
STREET HERITAGE INVESTMENT POP UP 
SHOP AT 182 FITZGERALD STREET 
NORTHAM ACCOUNT 90079207298 BILL ID 
0174 ISSUED 11/11/2015. 

-               341.66  

34415 15/01/2016 LEANDRA JOY WALKER DEPOSIT ON COMMUNITY BUS - 
CANCELLED 18/12/2015 

-                 50.00  

34416 15/01/2016 LOCAL GOVERNMENT & 
RACECOURSE 
EMPLOYEES UNION 

PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS -                 41.00  

34417 15/01/2016 LYDIA DEVOS DOG DECEASED REFUND REGISTRATION 
UNTIL 2018. 

-                 21.25  

34419 15/01/2016 SHIRE OF NORTHAM PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS -            1,582.00  
34420 15/01/2016 SYNERGY ELECTRICITY FOR VARIOUS SHIRE 

PROPERTIES FOR THE PERIOD 03/9/2015 
TO 24/12/2015. 

-          24,881.04  

34421 15/01/2016 TELSTRA 
CORPORATION 

TELEPHONE ACCOUNTS FOR VARIOUS 
SHIRE BUILDINGS. 

-            6,817.70  

34422 15/01/2016 WATER CORPORATION WATER USE & SERVICE FOR VARIOUS 
SHIRE PROPERTIES FOR THE PERIOD 
24/10/2015 TO 25/12/2015. 

-          13,943.36  

34423 15/01/2016 SHIRE OF NORTHAM REGISTRATION ON VARIOUS SHIRE 
VEHICLES. 

-               454.90  

34424 22/01/2016 GEOFF MAUCHLINE RETURN OF PLANNING & BUILDING FEES 
AS APPLICATION CANNOT BE APPROVED 
P2156 & BA15262. 

-               242.00  

34425 22/01/2016 PERTH ENERGY PTY 
LTD 

ELECTRICITY CHARGES FOR MAIN 
STREET HERITAGE INVESTMENT POP UP 
SHOP AT 182 FITZGERALD STREET 
NORTHAM STATEMENT NO: 2072788 FOR 
ACCOUNT NO: 601148. 

-               408.17  

34426 22/01/2016 SYNERGY ELECTRICITY CHARGES FOR VARIOUS 
SHIRE PROPERTIES FOR THE PERIOD 
NOVEMBER TO JANUARY 2016. 

-          25,558.00  

34427 22/01/2016 TELSTRA 
CORPORATION 

VARIOUS TELEPHONE ACCOUNTS FROM 
DECEMBER 2015 TO FEBURARY 2016. 

-            4,970.77  

34428 22/01/2016 WATER CORPORATION WATER USE & SERVICE CHARGES FOR 
VARIOUS SHIRE PROPERTIES FOR 
PERIOD THE PERIOD OCTOBER TO 
JANUARY 2016. 

-          18,501.97  

34429 27/01/2016 PETTY CASH NORTHAM POOL FLOAT -               300.00  
34430 29/01/2016 LOCAL GOVERNMENT & 

RACECOURSE 
EMPLOYEES UNION 

PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS -                 41.00  

34431 29/01/2016 SHIRE OF NORTHAM PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS -            1,300.00  
34432 29/01/2016 SYNERGY GROUPED ELECTRICITY ACCOUNT FOR 

ASSORTED SHIRE PROPERTIES. 
-          10,184.90  
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34433 29/01/2016 TELSTRA 
CORPORATION 

VARIOUS TELEPHONE ACCOUNTS FOR 
DECEMBER 2015 TO JANUARY 2016. 

-               112.27  

34434 29/01/2016 WATER CORPORATION WATER USE & SERVICE CHARGES FOR 
VARIOUS SHIRE PROPERTIES FOR 
PERIOD OF OCTOBER TO JANUARY 2016. 

-          12,689.62  

      TOTAL MUNICIPAL CHEQUES -         124,405.90  
          

DD9404.1 14/01/2016 TENNANT AUSTRALIA LEASE FEE CLEANING EQUIPMENT 
JANUARY 2015 NORTHAM RECREATION 
CENTRE 

-            1,067.00  

DD9437.1 12/01/2016 WA SUPER PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS -          24,120.64  
DD9437.2 12/01/2016 SUNSUPER SUPERANNUATION CONTRIBUTIONS -               226.52  
DD9437.3 12/01/2016 AMG UNIVERSAL SUPER SUPERANNUATION CONTRIBUTIONS -               340.87  
DD9437.4 12/01/2016 COMMONWEALTH BANK 

GROUP SUPER 
SUPERANNUATION CONTRIBUTIONS -                 57.83  

DD9437.5 12/01/2016 QSUPER SUPERANNUATION CONTRIBUTIONS -               179.08  
DD9437.6 12/01/2016 AUSTRALIAN SUPER 

PTY LTD 
SUPERANNUATION CONTRIBUTIONS -            2,075.87  

DD9437.7 12/01/2016 REST INDUSTRY SUPER SUPERANNUATION CONTRIBUTIONS -               400.80  
DD9437.8 12/01/2016 CONCEPT ONE THE 

INDUSTRY 
SUPERANNUATION 
FUND 

SUPERANNUATION CONTRIBUTIONS -               178.79  

DD9437.9 12/01/2016 ZURICH AUSTRALIA 
LIMITED 

SUPERANNUATION CONTRIBUTIONS -               244.42  

DD9462.1 11/01/2016 BANKWEST EMES - MASTERCARD 21/11/15 TO 21/12/15 -               459.78  
DD9462.1 11/01/2016 BANKWEST CEO - MASTERCARD 21/11/15 TO 21/12/15 -               474.84  
DD9462.1 11/01/2016 BANKWEST EMDS -  MASTERCARD 21/11/15 TO 

21/12/15 
-               211.90  

DD9462.1 11/01/2016 BANKWEST EMCOMMS -  MASTERCARD 21/11/15 TO 
21/12/15 

-               955.70  

DD9462.1 11/01/2016 BANKWEST FOREIGN TRANSACTION FEE -                  0.82  
DD9478.1 26/01/2016 WA SUPER PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS -          24,729.00  
DD9478.2 26/01/2016 SUNSUPER SUPERANNUATION CONTRIBUTIONS -               226.52  
DD9478.3 26/01/2016 AMG UNIVERSAL SUPER SUPERANNUATION CONTRIBUTIONS -               344.20  
DD9478.4 26/01/2016 COMMONWEALTH BANK 

GROUP SUPER 
SUPERANNUATION CONTRIBUTIONS -                 66.44  

DD9478.5 26/01/2016 QSUPER SUPERANNUATION CONTRIBUTIONS -               179.61  
DD9478.6 26/01/2016 AUSTRALIAN SUPER 

PTY LTD 
SUPERANNUATION CONTRIBUTIONS -            2,204.10  

DD9478.7 26/01/2016 REST INDUSTRY SUPER SUPERANNUATION CONTRIBUTIONS -               468.49  
DD9478.8 26/01/2016 CONCEPT ONE THE 

INDUSTRY 
SUPERANNUATION 
FUND 

SUPERANNUATION CONTRIBUTIONS -               240.85  

DD9478.9 26/01/2016 ZURICH AUSTRALIA 
LIMITED 

SUPERANNUATION CONTRIBUTIONS -               244.42  

DD9437.10 12/01/2016 BT SUPER FOR LIFE SUPERANNUATION CONTRIBUTIONS -               672.23  
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DD9437.11 12/01/2016 (THE QUEENSLAND 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
SUPERANNUATION 
BOARD) LG SUPER 

SUPERANNUATION CONTRIBUTIONS -               266.73  

DD9437.12 12/01/2016 AMP LIFE LIMITED SUPERANNUATION CONTRIBUTIONS -               304.59  
DD9437.13 12/01/2016 EWRAP SUPER SUPERANNUATION CONTRIBUTIONS -               113.99  
DD9478.10 26/01/2016 BT SUPER FOR LIFE SUPERANNUATION CONTRIBUTIONS -               797.34  
DD9478.11 26/01/2016 (THE QUEENSLAND 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
SUPERANNUATION 
BOARD) LG SUPER 

SUPERANNUATION CONTRIBUTIONS -               266.73  

DD9478.12 26/01/2016 AMP LIFE LIMITED SUPERANNUATION CONTRIBUTIONS -               854.03  
DD9478.13 26/01/2016 EWRAP SUPER SUPERANNUATION CONTRIBUTIONS -               147.18  

      TOTAL DIRECT DEBITS -          63,121.31  
          

PAYROLL 12/01/2016 SHIRE OF NORTHAM 
MAIN PAY RUN 

SHIRE OF NORTHAM EMPLOYEES 
PAYROLL. 

-         197,879.15  

PAYROLL 26/01/2016 SHIRE OF NORTHAM 
MAIN PAY RUN 

SHIRE OF NORTHAM EMPLOYEES 
PAYROLL. 

-         203,181.55  

      TOTAL PAYROLL -         401,060.70  
          
          
      TOTAL EFT MUNICIPAL -$    1,082,754.75  
      TOTAL CHEQUE MUNICIPAL -$       124,405.90  
      TOTAL DIRECT DEBITS -$         63,121.31  
      TOTAL PAYROLL -$       401,060.70  
      TOTAL -$    1,671,342.66  
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The payment of cheque numbers 34408 to 34434 from Municipal Fund (dated 1st 
January 2016 to 31st January 2016), and the payment of Electronic Funds Transfer 
numbers EFT21898 to EFT22154 and Direct Debits 9404.1 and 9437.1 to 9437.13 and 
9462.1 and 9478.1 to 9478.13 have been made in accordance with delegated authority 
reference number (M/F/F/Regs LGA 1995 S5.42) 
 
 
Municipal Bank Vouchers 34408 – 34434    $    124,405.90 
Municipal Bank Electronic Fund Transfer EFT21898 to EFT22154 $ 1,082,754.75 
Trust Bank Electronic Fund Transfer Direct Debit Fund Transfer  
9404.1 and 9437.1 to 9437.13 and 9462.1and 9478.1 to 9478.13 $      63,121.31 
Municipal Bank Electronic Fund Transfer Payroll 12/01/2016  $    197,879.15 
Municipal Bank Electronic Fund Transfer Payroll 26/01/2016  $    203,181.55 
 
 TOTAL        $ 1,671,342.66 
 
 
CERTIFICATION OF THE PRESIDENT 
 
I hereby certify that this schedule of account covering Vouchers and Electronic Funds 
Transfer payments as per above and totalling $1,671,342.66 was submitted to the 
Ordinary Meeting of Council on Wednesday, 17 February 2016. 
 
 
 
________________________ CERTIFICATION OF THE PRESIDENT 
 
 
CERTIFICATE OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
This schedule of accounts paid covering Vouchers and Electronic Funds Transfer 
payments as per above and totalling $1,671,342.66 was submitted to each member of 
the Council on Wednesday, 17 February 2016, has been checked and is fully supported 
by vouchers and invoices which are submitted herewith and which have been duly 
certified as to the receipt of goods and the rendition of services and as to prices, 
computations and casting and the amounts shown are due for payment. 
 
 
 
_________________________ CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
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13.3.2 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS TO 31 DECEMBER 2015 

Name of Applicant: Internal Report 
File Ref: 2.1.3.4 
Officer: Zoe Macdonald / Colin Young 
Officer Interest: Nil 
Policy: Nil 
Voting: Simple Majority 
Date: 5 February 2016 

 
PURPOSE 
 
The Statement of Financial Activity for the period ending 31 December 2015 is included 
as a separate attachment to this Agenda and includes the following reports:  
 

 Statement of Financial Activity;  
 Acquisition of Assets;  
 Disposal of Assets;  
 Information on Borrowings;  
 Reserves;  
 Net Current Assets;  
 Rating Information;  
 Trust Funds;  
 Operating Statements;  
 Balance Sheet;  
 Financial Ratio;  
 Budget to Actual Material Variance; and  
 Bank Reconciliation  

 
RECOMMENDATION / COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute No: C.2648 
 
Moved: Cr Little 
Seconded: Cr Antonio 
 
That Council receive the Financial Statements, prepared in accordance with the 
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations, for the period ended 31 
December 2015. 

CARRIED 9/0 
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13.4. COMMUNITY SERVICES 

Nil. 
 
13.5. ENGINEERING SERVICES 

Nil. 

14. ELECTED MEMBERS MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN 
GIVEN 

14.1 BUDGET CONSIDERATION 2016/17 – FREE SKIP BIN SERVICE 
 
Cr Williams has given notice for the following motion; 
 

MOTION / COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute No: C.2649 
 
Moved:  Cr Williams 
Seconded: Cr Proud 
 
That Council request the Chief Executive Officer to obtain quotes to extend the 
free skip bin service (one per year) to include all households throughout the 
Shire of Northam and present these as part of the Shire of Northam Annual 
Budget 2016/17 Considerations list. 

CARRIED 8/1 
 
COMMENT / BACKGROUND 
 
The free service provided to the residents of Northam townsite is a residual one from 
pre-Shire/Town amalgamation which has been continued for those town residents only. 
This continues to be, for many residents, frustrating evidence of a continuing 'divide' 
between town and Shire.  
 
Skip bins are provided for community use in other towns in the Shire for a few weeks at 
a given date, a couple of times a year.  Most able bodied residents are of the opinion, 
however, that if they have to load up a trailer, ute, whatever, with their rubbish to take it 
elsewhere and then unload it again, they may as well take it to a refuse site, particularly 
if they live out of the town, whilst many elderly and frail people find it too difficult. 
 
This matter was up for consideration in last year's budget but was unsuccessful.  
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 14.2 BUDGET CONSIDERATION 2016/17 – BAKERS HILL DRAINAGE STUDY  
 
Cr Rumjantsev has given notice for the following motion; 
 

MOTION / COUNCIL DECISION 
 
Minute No: C.2650 
 
Moved:  Cr Rumjantsev 
Seconded: Cr Davidson 
 
That Council request the Chief Executive Officer to obtain quotes to undertake 
a detailed drainage study of the Koojedda, Carlin Valley, Redcourte, Glenmore, 
Bakers Hill districts and present these as part of the Shire of Northam Annual  
2016 / 2017 Budget considerations list. 

CARRIED 8/1 
 
COMMENT / BACKGROUND 
 
From the beginning, the Bakers Hill subdivisions (approx. 1992) by developers, there 
was never any detailed history, specific drainage works included in the plans, except for 
property crossovers. Hence there can be severe major problems the moment an 
occurrence of 25 ml of rain falls in a considerably short space of time, during any 
season. Problems such as the undermining of buildings, destruction of fences, washouts 
of driveways and road flooding which leaves gravel and silt deposits across roads.  
 
Outcomes 
Solutions that could be considered would include correct table drains/deep spoon 
shaped roadside gutters to both sides of the roads/streets that are correctly lined with 
gradient rocks (as per the new estate on Bach and Carlin Rd), regular removal of litter 
build-up. E.g. In the case of the high end of Carlin Rd the table drains/gutters to have 
calmers installed to slow the water and for the entry to the creek-bed to be curved away 
from the pipe crossing thus alleviating the sluicing straight onto the pipe which has 
resulted in severe wash away and a safety issue for road traffic including school buses 
on a bi daily basis. 
 
From a study property owners could also be instructed on the best ways to calm water 
flow through their own properties not only for their own comfort but also consideration for 
the neighbours. 
 
It has become very apparent that whether it’s considered climate change or global 
warming the rainfall pattern is no longer as it was 25 years ago in terms of severe 
weather, with spring and summer, are also the most significant periods of the year for 
Western Australia with increased risk for bushfire, tropical cyclones, heat waves, and 
more frequent severe thunderstorms and considered heavier rain occurrences. Already 
this season, there have been severe thunderstorms that have affected several regions 
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within the Shire of Northam, with associated structural damage, damaging hail and flash 
flooding.  

15. NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF 
MEETING 

15.1. Elected Members 

Nil. 
 
15.2. Officers 

Nil. 
 

16. CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 
Nil. 

17. DECLARATION OF CLOSURE 

There being no further business, the Shire President, Cr S B Pollard declared the 
meeting closed at 6.48pm.  
 

“I certify that the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Wednesday, 17 
February 2016 have been confirmed as a true and correct record.”  
 

_________________________________ President 
 

_________________________ Date 

 

 




